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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
SYRIA—PART 4 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 

EY 1015/4 No. 1 

EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE FORMATION OF THE 
KHALID VL AZM CABINET 

Mr. Broadmead f*> Mr, McNeil. (Received 7 fit January. 1950) 


(No. 158) Dumascus* 

Sir, 31st December, 3949. 

Now that the political spasms which have 
shaken this country during the past fortnight 
appear to haw died down, at any rate for 
the moment, E have the honour Lo set out 
below an account of the events which led up 
to the formation on 27th December of a 
Cabinet by K hat id al Azm, which 3 reported 
in mv idetiram No. 677 of 28th December. 

2. The initial proceedings in the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly when it held its first 
meeting on 12th December passed off 
smoothly and gave hope that the return to 
a normal constitutional existence and inter¬ 
nal stability; which had been prevented by 
two violent incursions of the army within 
six months, would now at last be accom¬ 
plished. Rushdi fCekhia. leader of the 
Popular Party, was elected President of the 
Assembly by an overwhelming vote and the 
election of tiie other officers of the Assembly 
followed without hitch. So far so good. It 
was too much, however, to exncct Arab 
politicians to keep up the pace and the pro¬ 
ceedings were soon slowed down, by 
bombastic nonsense uttered by various 
members of the House, particularly b\ that 
unsavoury clown Husni Bunizt lHama: 
Independent! about the glorious Syrian 
army and the need for Arab unity. Then 
Hashim Atussi submitted on behalf of the 
Government the following draft provisions 
for a temporary Constitution to tide the 
country over the period until the new Con¬ 
stitution is drawn up: — 

inkle 1 The Assemble shall elect by 
an absolute majority of its members, or 
by a simple majoritv in the second ballot, 
a head of State who shall enjoy the rights 
and orerc-gadves of President of the 
Republic. 

Article 2 The head of State shall 
nominate the Prime Minister and mem¬ 
bers of the Cabinet. 


[rlid? 2.—T he head of -State, assisted 
by the Cabinet, shall exercise legislative 
and executive powers in accordance with 
the provisions in force since 15th August, 
1949. until the Constitution is drawn up 
and put into effect. 

At the afternoon session a committee was 
formed to study these proposals, but from 
reactions in the Assembly to (he Govern¬ 
ment's proposals it was evidenl that danger 
lay ahead and that considerable opposition 
existed to the gram of legislative as well as 
executive powers to the Cabinet. The ranks 
or a tired Diplomatic Corns, which had sat 
through three hours of the morning session 
(and had left before it ended), began to thin 
out rapidlv as the proceedings dragged out 
into endless discussions about minor admini¬ 
strative matters, 

3- The Assembly met again the following 
day to discuss the committee's report, which 
approved of the Government's first two pro¬ 
posals (after a slight amendment of 
article 11 bin left the third for the Assembly 
to decide. A lively debate ensued in which 
opposition to article 111 was led by the Inde¬ 
pendents and the Islamic Socialist Front 
Munir Ajfjtni t Damascus: Independent) and 
Husni Biira/i severely criticised the third 
and second articles, refusing to allow the 
Assembly to cede its legislative powers loan 
unknown Cabinet A vote was finally taken 
and the first of the Government’s proposals 
as submitted by the committee was 
approved. Faidi Alassi (Homs: Popular 
Parly) then nmposed on behalf of his 
Government to amend the second proposal 
to give the head of the Slate the additional 
right to dismiss the Prime Ministers and 
members of the Cabinet, He staled that if 
these amendments were rejected, the 
Government would withdraw all three of 
their proposals. The amendment was in 
fact rejected, only receiving thirty-nine 
votes, which came almost exclusively from 
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Uie Popular Partv. Observers commented 
that this revealed the true strength or 
rather weakness —of the Popular Party in 
the Assembly. After the vote the Govern¬ 
ment, whose benches were mostly empty, 
walked out. It was said that Hashim Atassi 
and his Cabinet wished to resign* but that 
they were persuaded to await the results of 
the next meeting, which took place on 14th 
December. Although there was no official 
confirmation forthcoming It was stated that 
Akram Houranu Minister of Agriculture, 
had alreadv resigned earlier on. 

4. At the meeting on 14th December new 
proposals, which had been agreed before¬ 
hand in the lobbies, were submitted by the 
committee and were adopted by the 
Assembly with seventy-three votes for and 
thirty-two against. Hie new proposals 
retained Article l of the Government's 
original proposals with the addition of the 
words t+ under the old Constitution until a 
new Constitution is drawn up," but substi¬ 
tuted the following in the place of 
articles fl and IT!: — 

Article JL -The head of State, with the 
assistance of a Council of Ministers, shall 
exercise legislative powers, with the excep¬ 
tion of the right to conclude international 
agreements, and executive powers, in con¬ 
formity with the laws in force since 1 5th 
August, 1^49, until the new Constitution 
has been drawn up and put into force pro¬ 
vided that this period does nor exceed 
three months. 

Article fit. These temporary constitu¬ 
tional provisions shall be considered as 
taking effect as soon as approved 

It is dear that the fear of being pushed 
into union with Iraq by a Government 
which was not responsible to the Assembly 
lay at the root of the opposition in the 
Assembly to the original proposals to grant 
the Government unlimited powers. Once 
this fear was removed by I he exclusion of 
the right to conclude international agree¬ 
ments under article II. the majority of Ehc 
Assembly were prepared to accept the new 
proposals. Even so. the amended proposals 
did not go far enough for those who, mostly 
Independents from Hi mu, Damascus and 
the tribal districts, for varying reasons voted 
a gains! the proposals The proceedings 
Closed with the election of Hashim Atassi as 
head of State. He received eighty-nine votes 
out of a total of one hundred and eight. 

5. After a difficult start* therefore, the 
cut look on 3 5th December, when the new 
he .d of State received the congratulations of 
the nation and of the Diplomatic Corps at 


the Presidency for many months a for¬ 
lorn and deserted mansion -was not un¬ 
favourable for Syria. But the shadow of 
Syro-Iraqi union* which has hung heavily 
over the political scene lie re since the second 
coup ti'fZhit was not to be dispelled. This 
vexed question has steadily built up a for¬ 
midable barrier of mutual suspicion between 
certain political personalities and the army, 
and it was this which precipitated the crisis 
a few days later. 

6, 17th December was the date chosen 
for the discussion of the oath to be taken 
by the head of the State and the Assembly. 

A three-man committee had drafted it on 
the lines of the old Constitution with the 
important addition of a clause b\ which the 
head of the Stale undertook to work for 
the M realisation of the unitv of Arab coun¬ 
tries^ It was not surprising that this clause 
provoked a long and heated debate between 
the protagonists of some form of union with 
Iraq, led by Mun|r Ajktni, and those 
opposed to the idea led by Akram Houruni, 
whole r6Ie until then had been obscure but 
who now emerged as the champion of the 
Republican form of government for Syria, 
Houruni. who said that he could not take 
the oath as it stood unless it also included 
a clause providing for the maintenance of 
the Republican form of government, also 
pointed out the obstacles in the way of 
Arab unity, namely, foreign imperialism and 
monarchies. His supporters, though out¬ 
numbered by the remainder of the 
Assembly, included about half the tribal 
leaders and members of the Islamic Socialist 
Front, who spoke with noisy eloquence. It 
is inicrestine to note that the Popular Party 
as such did riot commit themselves in the 
debate one wav or the other. After a 
lengthy debate the original draft oath was 
adopted by sixty-three votes to thirty-four, 
and the Assembly adjourned until the after¬ 
noon of 19th December, when it was 
expected that Hftshim Aiassi would lake the 
oath. On the evening of 17th December a 
report was received bv sins legation from a 
tribal Dcputv. a member of the Popular 
Pam, of imminent intervention bv the army 
under Lieut.-Colonel Adib Shishakli in con¬ 
spiracy with Akram Houfani and certain 
tribal Deputies, nolahlv Naif Shaalan, 
brother of Fawwaz Slum km. 

7 Two days later (he sirmv struck. In my 
telegrams Nos. 659 and 660 of 19th Decem¬ 
ber I reported the events of that day and 
indicated briefly the reasons for whal the 
arm\ were at pains to call their “disciplinary 
action " This third intervention ol the army 
within a period of nine months was not in 


3 


fact a coup d ^iat, it was not aimed at the 
overthrow of the head of the State or the 
machinery of government, but against two 
persons* General Sami Hinnawi and, more 
important, his brother-in-law Asad Taltas, 
who were accused of plotting to hand over 
Syria to Iraq. But in the statement which 
Lieut.-Colonel Shishakli issued on the 
morning of the army's action, and in a fuller 
statement issued on 26lh December by 
Colonel Bu timid, the acting Chief of Staff, 
to whom Shishakli is now deputy, the army 
warned in no uncertain terms that hence¬ 
forth i: would watch over the maintenance 
of the republican regime of Syria and 
pounce on anyone who flirted with the idea 
of union with Iraq, Tlie army struck 
because the majority of officers, particularly 
the junior officers, rightly or wrongly, see 
in union with Iraq a danger to their own 
position involving ihe probable loss of 
seniority if the Svrian army were amal¬ 
gamated with, or otherwise joined to. 
the far larger Iraqi army. These are 
good personal reasons for any Syrian officer 
and Saudi Arabian money and propaganda 
against Syro-fraqi union has further 
stiffened Lhc attitude Of the Syrian army over 
the pa st few months. Colonel Adib 
Shishakli himself professes to be a Republi¬ 
can and it is perhaps significant that lie 
conies from the same town as Akram 
Hournni. namely Hama, 

8. I he Neat! of State, the Assembly and 
the country bowed before the army and 
accepted the situation in spite of consider¬ 
able resentment at the arnn ‘s action. From 
the 19th to 24th December feverish efforts 
were made to form a Cabinet. First K ha I i 2 
4l \/.m tried hut the attitude of the Popular 
Party who insisted on at least six seats for 
themselves made his task impossible, and by 
the evening of 2 1st December he was obliged 
to report failure Next Nazim Qudsi was 
asked to form a Cabinet, but by I p.m. on 
24th December he, too, announced that he 
had failed, li is interesting to note that this 
announcement followed a meeting with 
Lieu tenant-Colonel Shishakli and senior 
army officers. I understand that the army 
niade certain demands, the chief of which 
w as an assurance regarding the maintenance 
of the Republican form of Government in 
Syria, which Nazim Bev found unacceptable. 
Later in the day, however. Faidi Aiassi suc¬ 
ceeded in reconciling the two parties, and 
late that night Nazim Qudsi was able to 
announce that he had formed a Cabinet. 
The Cabinet comprised six members of the 
Popular Party, two Independents and one 
Member of the Islamic Socialist Front. In 


the light of the misgivings he expressed to 
Mr. Man (my telegram No. 668 of 21st 
December! regarding the participation of the 
Popular Party in any Cabinet formed after 
the army's intervention* his acceptance of 
the task may appear strange. However, it 
seems possible that the Popular Party 
decided to make the best of a bad job That 
they were unwilling to give in to the army. 
however, was shown barely twenty-four 
hours taler when, as a result of renewed 
approaches from the army whose altitude 
had in the meantime stiffened, Nazim Bey 
and his Cabinet resigned* On the following 
day Hashim Atu&si, carrying out a threat 
which he is said to have made after 
the Assembly rejected the Government's 
original proposals for a temporary consti¬ 
tution (paragraph 3 above), did in fact 
resign. The Assembly thereupon unani¬ 
mously decided to request him to withdraw 
his resignation. Before any thing official 
was heard from him in reply it was 
announced just before midnight on 27th 
December that Khulid a I Azm had suc¬ 
ceeded in forming a Government, Hashim 
Atassi had clearly decided that he would 
only stay on if a Gm eminent could be 
formed 

9. It ii almost exactly a year ago that 
Khalid a] A/m was called to Damascus from 
Paris to form a Government at a lime of 
crisis. Once again he seems to be the only 
Syrian politician who can hold out hope of 
bringing order out of what might well 
become chaos, and who is less suspect than 
most in thi* land of many suspicions. More¬ 
over. he is asi avowed republican. His 
Cabinet Is on ihc surface better-balanced 
than that formed by Nazim QudsL with an 
equal distribution of portfolios as between 
Popular Party and Independents. But the 
Popular Party members do nut represent 
that party for they were told by the party 
that they were free us join as persons only 
and riot as party representatives, ll looks, 
therefore, as if the Popular Party wish to 
maintain their freedom of action in the 
Assembly* and it is likely that the new 
Cabinet will encounter lively opposition 
from them, particularly on questions 
regarding Syria's relations with Iraq, In 
the popular mind* at any rate, this party 
stands for some form of union with Iraq* 
Kaidi Aiassi is the only outstanding member 
of the Popular Party in the Cabinet; the rest 
are comparatively small-fry. It is not sur¬ 
prising to see Akram Houruni as Minister of 
National Defence: he has come to be 
regarded us the army's puppet, but he is 




















astute and ruthless enough to make his 
influence felt in army circles. 

!Op It is too early to judge whether the 
nea Cabinet can survive, even though its 
task will only he to keep the machinery of 
Government working until the new Consti¬ 
tution is drafted. The outlook is certainly 
not rosy and there may he formidable difiv 
cullies ahead. The Cabinets statement ol 
policy will not be submitted to the Assembly 
until 4th January, and its consideration may 
wdl aive rise to acrimonious debates particu¬ 
lar!^ if the issue of Syrolraqi union is 
r aised. The same a ppl ies to t he oath. which 

has still not been taken by the head of the 
State and which those who opposed its adop¬ 
tion may yet seek to amend. It is tea) early 
la judge what the course of events will be 
but one thing stands out dearly' for the 
moment it is the army which is telling the 
Syrian Government what to do and which 
rallies the civilian groups, including the 
students who are in favour of the main¬ 
tenance of the republican lorm of gov¬ 
ernment. It remains to be seen wheLher the 
.min. in whose own ranks dissension can 
Hare up at anv time, will maintain its iron 
crip and risk defying the civil authority, or 
whether it will listen to wiser counsels and 
do what it professes to wish to do, namely, 
to withdraw in order to allow the country to 
proceed normally towards the re-establish- 
roent of its constitutional form of govern¬ 
ment The possibility cannot be excluded, 
however, of the army bringing Shukn 
Quwatly back to power if another serious 
crisis occurs. 

I ] [ enclose noies on those members oi 

the Cabinet who do not already figure in m> 
Personalities Report, 

12 i am copying this despatch to Hss 
Majestv's representatives at Washington, 
Paris, Cairo, Bagdad, Beirut, Amman, 
Jedda t and to the British Middle Last L (lice 
at Cairo. Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 

1 have, &c. 

P. M BROADMPAP. 


Enclosure in No, 1 

MuharWtad Mubarak 

Born 1912 Son of the late Abdul Qadi 
Mubarak tof Algerian origin), who was a 
prominent member of the Arab Academy* 
Damascus. Graduate of Syrian University* 
faculties of taw, arts and sciences. Also 
holds a licence in literature from the Sor- 
bonne. A teacher in the Government 
secondary School of Damascus* he lliter 
became an inspector of education. Leading 
member of the Ik wan al Mushmecn and 
elected to Parliament in 1947 as their 
candidate. Elected to the Constituent 
Assembly in November 1949 as one ot the 
candidates of the Islamic Socialist Front, 
Appointed Minister of Public Works in the 
Cabinet formed by Khalid al Azm on 27th 
December. 1949. 

Ma'ruf DiiwaUhi 

Born 1907 in Aleppo. Lawyer. A 
graduate of the Syrian University he also 
holds a Paris University doctorate of law. 
From 1936 to I93H he was a member of the 
National Party and was active in both 
Aleppo and Damascus. Elected to Parlia¬ 
ment in 1947 he left the National Party and 
joined the Popular Party in 194K, Elected 
to the Constituent Assembly in November 
1949 . Appointed Minister of National 
Economy in the Cabinet formed by Khalid 
al A/m on 27th December, 1949, 


\hdurrithfjum al izm 

Born 1916* at Hama. Son of a wealthy 
landowner. Educated ai the American 
University of Beirut. He is a graduate of 
the Jesuit School of Law, Beirut. Related 
to the famih of Khalid al A/rn. Elected to 
Parliament In 1947 and to the Constituent 
Assembly in November 1949. as an Inde¬ 
pendent.' Appointed Minister Of Finance in 
the Cabinet formed by Khalid al Azm on 
27th December, 1949, 


! Y 101 I 1 


SYRIAt ANNUAL 

)fr. Braadmrful to I/r, Mr\ 

(So. *, Confidential) Damascus* 

^ ir ilth January, lOot). 

1 have the honour to transmit herewith 
the Annual Report on Syria for 1949 
which has been written by Mr. Morgan 


REYtEW FOR 19*9 

it. [R* aired lWA January) 

Mini. First Secretary at His Majesty s 
Legation. 

l have, itc, 

p M BROADMLAD. 
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' nciosun? in Xu. '2 

Annw.sl Palitknl fhrittr of Sprbi, !£)4P 

In the year 19-49 three main factor* have 
stood out in Syrian politico Firstly, an 
attempt to break with the old reactionary 
reunite: this ha* *0 far succeeded. 

Secondly, an attempt to act up a regime 
more or less on the lines of that of Kemal 
Ataturk t this failed. Thirdly, the incur¬ 
sion by the army into internal politics: 
twice such intervention overthrew the 
existing regime: on the third occasion 
which was ;*t tile end of the year it has 
appeared to pul a stop to idea* of union 
between Syria and Iraq. To a point a 
*en*e of Syria's isolation was behind all 
these moves and it i* quite Hear that an 
increasing fear uf the growing power of 
Israel and the threat which that involves 
has played its part At the end of the year 
the break with Sltukri KuwaLlv's regime 
still appeared 10 be complete—in this t3 3 e 
various military coups had at least the 
merit of centristency—and the Popular 
Party which hod been the main opponent 
of that regime was still on its feet. But it 
was a considerably chastened jtarty, thanks 
to n suspicious army which dislikes for its 
own reasons the party's leanings towards 
union with Iraq., the most controversial 
issue in Syria siim- the 1 werthrow of Zaun* 
The old year therefore wen 1 out leaving 
Syria, with a record of three military 
coups and six different Cabinets, in a more 
precarious situation than perhaps ever 
before in her short years of independence, 
but at least with a semblance of constitu¬ 
tional life. Tlie future is obscure hut this 
lutich can he said: Danmsetta remains the 
key to Syrian polities and tin- army holds 
that key 

After 11 difficult year, in which Syria 
had expended her energies uselessly on the 
Palestine fiasco and was unable to devote 
her attention to problems of internal 
development, it was high time lor ihe 
country to settle down and put its own 
house in order. Happily there were 
already signs of a more realistic policy on 
die f vc of the new year which augured w ell 
for the future. Khalid al Azin's Cabinet, 
composed mostly of rum-party men, seemed 
willing and able to cope with Syria's 
ewmoiiiii ililficulttos under the sensible 
leadership nf the Prime Minister, Pro¬ 
gress was made in this field at id a number 
of useful economic measures taken laec 
Mow) Rarely had Lhret* months elapsed, 
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however, when the political tweiie abruptly 
changed with the successful coup d£tit1 
undertaken h\ Colonel Husni Zaim, Coin- 
mander-in-Chief of the army* against the 
existing regime on 30th March, It was a 
bold, clever blow struck a! a time when 
[he armv, defiant and sensitive after the 
Palestine war, was dissatisfied with 
Kuwatly nnd notably with the Prime 
Minister, who wished to cut military 
expenditure. Zaim moreover had good 
personal motives for his coup for he was 
about to lie dismissed from hts command! 
The new situation which arose set in 
motion a chain of events which severely 
shook Syria for the next nine months. 

Colonel Zaim, who has been described as 
a lower middle-class upstart, arrested the 
President, the l * 1 rime Minister and some of 
the t aliinet Ministers and announced that 
the army had taken over the ! ioverninent 
of the country. Only the President and 
Prime Minister were held for more than 
a few liours, Zaim dissolved Parliament 
and set up a committee to draft a new Con¬ 
stitution and an Electoral Law. at the same 
time vesting himself with full legislative 
and executive powers until the restoration 
of parliamentary life. After an unsuc¬ 
cessful attempt to gel the Popular Party 
lu form a Cabinet Zaim Conned one com¬ 
posed of Independents with 110 party 
affiliations. In spite of the way hr seized 
power and the harsh treatment of his 
opponents, many of whom had a taste of 
prison for varying length* of time. Zaiin 
seemed to offer promise of something new 
and vital in Syrian politics, and he was 
quick to exploit the latent resentment 
among the people against the corruption 
and inefficiency of the outmoded Uuwatlv 
regime Zaim promised to cleanse the 
country of the post abuses of bribery and 
profiteering; he promised economic reform 
and social justice. stressing that he himself 
was a simple, poor man of the people: he 
announced that hie would light communism, 
promised modernisation iind improvement 
of the administration, and promised women 
the right to vote. Above all he undertook 
to give Syrians a first-class army. For a 
while intense action followed his words. A 
good deal of useful legislation, much of 
of it prepared hut shelved by his pre¬ 
decessors, was passed by decree* such a* 
the abolition of the hereditary Waqfs 
system nnd the creation of a system of 
death duties; a new civil code wae also 
drafted. But Zaim proved hi* own 
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mi doing. Yttin and ambitious, he allowed 
himself to be dazzletl by thought of 
greater power and "ii 2olh dune hr wa-i 
elected by an overwhelming vote to lie 
President of the Republic with powers 
which legalised all his actions since doth 
March, He made himself n Marshal and 
responded avidly to the flattery pointed into 
his ears bv hgvpt, Saudi Arabia and 
France, and bv his row Prime Minister 
Muhsin Barazi. who, although a. member of 
Kuwailv's Government, had agreed to go 
as Syrian Minister to Cairn. For a time 
Syrians were prepared to accept this 
dictator who gave many signs of wishing 
to model himself somewhat on the lines of 
an Atnturk But it could not last. 
Obsessed by the need for maintaining his 
and Syria's position in the face «>f real and 
imaginary threat* from his Hnshimitc 
neighbours, he went all out to raise money 
to arm and strengthen the army. Worse 
still, his secret police began to gather in 
increasing numbers of so-called suipects 
who were thrown into prison and often 
maltreated. His popularity moreover 
received a sharp set-hack owing to his 
betrayal of Antoun Saade. the Lebanese 
leader of the Parti PopuJaire Syrien. A 
welter of Extraordinary Taxation was 
suddenly imposed on an already resentful 
populate who Waitie realty hostile now 
that their pockets were being touched It 
was suddenly felt that Zaim was taking 
everything and giving nothing, and that 
all his talk about reforms had meant next 
to nothing. More dangerous, however, he 
offended the army by cutting the family 
allowances of N,t\n,s and hy falling out 
with certain senior officers. I he time was 
iiiiH- for his removal, and again ihe army 
struck. On 14th August, after four and 
a half months of power, Zaim and Muhsin 
Bared were executed by army officers in a 
coup organised hy Lt.-Colonel Satui 
Hinuawi, Commander of the First Brigade* 
which Zaim himself had commanded twfore 


he came to powder. 

Colonel later General, liinuawi hastily 
formed a Supreme War Council which 
arfitgated to itself full legislative snd 
cxccutive this time howe'er, the 

leaders of the coup if E tat at least had the 
merit of living up to their promise to hand 
ewer government to civil authority without 
delay. On 15th August a caretaker Gov¬ 
ernment with a predominantly Popular 
p Rr tc complexion was formed under the 
premiership of a venerable former presi¬ 


dent. Hashim Atassi. The avowed object 
1*1 the Government was to get the country 
back i ii its constitutional legs as quickly 
[Xj ^ible hy holding elections for a Con¬ 
stituent Assembly which was to draft a 
new Constitution. People ware happy 
about the future and an air of freedom 
blew fresh in Syria after the brief oppres¬ 
sion of Zaim’s regime By elect ion time 
however, the political situation had 
deteriorated thunks to the boycott of the 
elections by the Nationalist Party and the 
emergence of the question of Syru-Iraqi 
union as Lite dominating political issue. 
While the National Party, anxious to 
embarrass the Government nt every turn, 
brazenly came out in favour of union, the 
Popular Forty kept silent and aroused the 
suspicions of those army office!* ,uid 
politician* who suspected that a plot was 
on foot to bring about union. Flections, in 
which women participated for the fust 
lime, were held on 13th November but there 
was general apathy on the pari of the 
people. Ou 12th December the Constituent 
Assembly met. roughly a third of it* H4 
members belonging to' the Popular Party, 
and the others being represented hy a 
mixed group of so-called Independent* 
including a handful of the rowdy-formed 
Islamic Socialist Front (Ikhwan *tl Mus- 
limeeii) She A^tnilily elected Hashiin 
Atasri as Head of State and approved the 
gram to him of the jiowera formerly vested 
in the President of the Republic, but 
excluded from bis legislative powers the 
right to include imenialicmal agreements. 
This wn* clearly designed to prevent any 
sudden attempt to bring about union with 
Iraq. Syro-Iraqi union was indeed the 
burning issue of the day and of the 
Assembly debates, which culminated in ft 
heated controversy ii u 17th Ibncml^r on 
the text of the oath to I* taken by the 
Head of State. By this time a group id 
anjiv officers, opposed to union with Iraq, 
had decided that it was time the Asst-mhly 
and the country were left in no doubt n* to 
their attitude wbldi wits shared hy tunny 
Syrian officers fearful that union would 
nieHn the nhsorption of the Syrian anny 
by the fai larger Iraqi army. They were 
aided and abetted by Akrani Houraui 
representing the group in the Assembly 
opposed to the Popular Party ami to any 
merger with Iraq On 10th December 
U d'olomd Adib ShishaklL Commander 
u f ihe First Brigade, like Zaira and 
Hinnawi before him, eh rested General 
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Hinnawi and tried to arrest his brother- 
in-law, Asad Tali as, Secretary-General of 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, who had 
worked actively for union and Is ad used 
Hinnawi to further these plans. The 
army's action complicated the formation of 
a Government which had already begun a* 
the result of Hush ire Atassis election as 
Head of SLate, but the vacuum which 
resulted was fortunately filled on 27th 
December by Khalid a I Asm. himsell an 
avowed Repub licftn t who manage i to form 
a fairly evenly-balanced Cabinet If not 
an inspiring group of personalities h had 
at least the merit of I wing accept able to the 
Assembly, at any rate for she moment 
Above all it was acceptable to the array who 
had insisted on the appointment oi Akrani 
Houraui a* Minister of Defence. And the 
Assembly and die country knew that worse 
might befall them if by defying the army 
they precipitated another crisis. It was 
always possible that the army might ask 
Shukri Kuwally to return as a last resort. 
The graph of Syria's relations during 
104® with the Arab States was remarkably 
erratic and reflected her chronic internal 
instability. On the whole it can be said 
thui Syria's relations with the Hashimites, 
particularly Iraq* suffered most from the 
up.-? and downs of Syrian politic*. Although 
for the first quarter of the year there was 
increased interest in co-operation with 
Iraq, resulting from the realisation that 
for the time being the greater part of 
Palestine had beep lost to the Arabs, it 
was the anli-Hashimite bloc of Egypt 
and Saudi Arabia which won Syria's 
favour during Zaim's regime. I lash mote 
stock sunk to a very low ebb during this 
period thanks to Zaims fears of Niiri 
Pasha's designs on Syria and indeed on hi* 
own person. With the departure of Zaim 
and the advent of a brief period in which 
Syro-Iriup union was the fashion, relations 
with Iraq improved at the expense of rela¬ 
tion* with Egypt and Saudi Arabia. On 
the other hand owing 1o King AbduBftb B 
op position to Syi'o- Iraqi union, relations 
with Jordan were not very cordial. Voices, 
however, soon began to be raised in favour 
of closer relations with Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia, and the Syrian army a intervention 
pf 10th December caused the pendulum to 
swing hack again in the direct ion r1| f the 
course taken by Zaim* 

Relations with the Lebanon did not, react 
so strongly to the violent changes in Syrian 
internal affairs and. after a brief set-back 

42304 


at one period during ZaireG regime, 
recovered and held out promise cl further 
improvement* particularly after tHe sign¬ 
ing of the Syro-Lebanese Economic Agree¬ 
ment in July. Unhappily, the agreement 
did not really solve the economic and 
financial differences tween the two 
countries and by the end of the year rela¬ 
tions were somewhat frigid. 

Syria's attitude toward* the Arab 
League was conditioned by her attitude 
towards Egypt, Although after ihe 
Palestine debadr the Syrian Government 
had lost confidence in the league, her 
attitude until Zaim's downfall was 
friendly and co-operative. Thereafter 
there was a marked cooling off towards the 
league which was seen to be using the 
Collective Security Pact as a means to pre¬ 
vent Syro Iraqi union, Prititism "f the 
league w r ns outspoken in September and 
October and the Syrian press described 
it a* useless and moribund. After ihe 
events of 19th December the league tegan 
io be treated with mure respect by the 
Syrian pres*. 

Generally speaking Syria’s relation* in 
1040 with Britain, France and the United 
States reflected the trend of her relations 
with the Hash indie*. Egypt and Saudi 
Arabia respectively. Relations with 
Britain were at the outset good and the 
Syrian Government in February 
approached Hi* Majesty * Government 
with a vaguely defined object of reaching 
agreement on defence and other matters. 
Under Zaim France and the United States 
became Syria's chief friend*. British 
stock tended to fall thanks to Zaim * 
loathing of the Hashi miles, in particular 
Iraq, Britain * apparent unwillingness to 
give him substantial supplies of arms, 
unlike France, only strengthened Zaim'* 
suspicion* thal Britain was secretly in 
favour of the Fertile Crescent scheme. In 
Lumens to Zaim. however, it must be said 
that lie made a tentative suggest Ion of 
offering Britain air bates in Syria in time 
of war. The overthrow of Znini reversed 
the si ttmt ion. Britain beenme l he f a von red 
one at the expense of the United State* and 
particularly Frame The Syrian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, himself a leading 
member of the Popular Party, lost no time 
In sounding His Majesty's Government 
regarding their attitude towards union 
between Syria and Iraq, France and the 
United States were blamed for entourag* 
lug the opponents of the scheme. A few 

C 2 














months later, however, the situation had 
a gain changed and $yro-Iraqi union was 
out nf the picture In the popular mind 
tin- army's intervention was interpreted as 
a definite set-back to Britain's relations 
with Syria. It is too early to judge how 
Syria's attitude towards the Big Powers 
will develop but the present Prime 
Minister (who initiated the approach to 
THh Majesty V Government In February) is 
a sensible statesman and as long ns he 
remains in power he will certainly not wish 
m drive a wedge between the Big Powers 
in their relation* with Syria, Ii is clear 
that the year that has passed makes it 
more than ever necessary for the three Big 
Powers to reach agreement on Syria. 

Ethiopia and Pakistan established diplo¬ 
matic relations with Syria during the year. 

The problem ut Palestine was relegated 
to the background by Syrian internal 
affair* during the year There were the 
usual storms in the press but alter the 
successi’ul conclusion of the Antiistire 
Agreement in duly the public scon lost 
i n te res 5 The Syro- 1 srael i M ixed Ann isti re 
Commission has since been functioning as 
smoothly as could be required, The I’nited 
Nations decision to inter nations I be Jeru¬ 
salem was (Hi i be whole accepted with 
indifference by a public fully preoccupied 
with its own domestic vicissitude. 

Only during the first six months of the 
year was any real progress shown in 
economic affairs. The outlook during the 
rb -r quarter was favourable and the Prime 
Minister, Khalkl al Azin, who is an 
insiiuunic realist, was able to show some 

g.1 results during his three months in 

office. In February the IramoSyrian 
Monetary Agreement and an agreement 
with the Trans Arabian Pipe Fine Com¬ 
pany (Tapline) was signed. With tlie 
Lebanon also agreement on a number of 
eiMdioniu matters wn* reached. The impor¬ 
tation of oil products mid the payment of 
past debts weis moreover jatiafaitorily 
settled with thr Shell and Stx'ony com- 
panics, and as a result gas ml and petrol 
rationing wa> lifted in Syria, At the 
beginning of March the Minister uf 
National Economy amiounred that Syria 
I* Hi Li I no longer afford it jjolipy of economic 
isolution and that foreign capital was 
wfIconic in order to assist in the develop¬ 
ment of the country'* resources. He also 
amiounceil a five-year economic develpp- 
menl plan for Syria. In March B.O.A.CX 
obtained pcruiisainn to operate a weekly 


service from the United Kingdom through 
Damascus to Bagdad, and later, during the 
pilgrimage season, iliey transported 
pilgrims for the first time by air from 
Damascus to Jeddn. 

With the advent of Zaira and hi* pro¬ 
gramme of economic reform and social 
just ire it looked a* if the good work would 
Vie continued- Zaiiu promised ritai the 
Five-Year plan of bis predecessor would be 
carried out, and a deem- was issued author¬ 
ising the carrying put of the Aleppo Water 
Supply project. The Tapline Agreement 
was ratified followed by ihe signing and 
Hi Utica t ion of two conventions with Middle 
Fust Pipelines Ltd. (MJv,DX). At the 
beginning of duly an reon-mui agreement 
was signed with the Lebanon which put an 
em \ f 0 r the time being io much futile 
bickering between the two countries. 
Toward* the end o t Ms brief regime Zaim 
wiis. however, too preoccupied with finding 
Wtiys and means of raising money for lhe 
army to do more than pay lip service to the 
schemes for economic and social imprmv- 
ment he had announced! with such n fan¬ 
fare. Vet before be fed! air conventions 

had been signed with Greece and Turkey 
and Syrian Air Lines began to operate for 
a brief period to Beirut. Aleppo and 
Hassotche. 

From the cittl of Zaira T regime until the 
close of the year almost nothing was 
achieved, although the new AutotfiStic 
Telephone like change was finally opened in 
Damascus. Further endless discussions 
h/gan with the Lebanon and bickering 
again broke out with the result eIust in 
December the Syrian Governmerit, with 
apme juetifiretioa, suspended wheat 
supplies tu the Lebanon. The disparity 
bet wren the exchange rates of the two 
i "iiM i ics, which had shown litt le improve¬ 
ment even after the economic agreement of 
dnlv r was Still heavily in the Lebanon's 
favour at the cud of Hie year. The United 
VaUiui^ i* toiioniic Survev Mission visited 
Syria in Ort"l^r and in spite of the 
initially u mom premising attitude of the 
Syrian Government persuaded the latter to 
cooperate find SR * 1 *** ta <*rtain develop 
im-iit project* in Syria. Details have of 
< nurtt' still to be worked out. A strike of 
some 5,00*1 textile workers in Aleppo began 
on Ibih October and lasted unii! the end 
of November when it was settled he arbi¬ 
tration between employers and workers. 

Although the Syrian Government 
decided not to devalue their currency, the 


devaluation of sterling failed to have any 
profound effect on trie Syrian market where 
lb i? exchange rate has sin re iJi‘i«»iicr IiM 1 * 
been lived by the kx-ai free market, the 
official Government rate being largely 
fictitious l.ven the free market rate was, 
however, growing progreramdy more un¬ 
favourable to sterling at the close of the 
year. 
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The last quarter of the year was marked 
by almost complete economic stagnation. 
The successive political upheavals in the 
country naturally resulted in a considerable 
loss of ecuitidenre. and business activity was 
very slight, indeed, as long as the present 
chronic political instability continues there 
appears little hope of Syria solving her 
urgent financial and economic problems. 
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SYRIAN COLLABORATION IN THE DEFENCE OF THE MIDDLE EASJ 

To Mr, Broadrrietid i Damascus) 


(No. 981 Foreign Office, 

(Telegraphic) 15i/i March. 1950, 

The Syrian Minister on return from 
Damascus brought with him a message from 
the Syrian Prime Minister to the dTeet that 
the Syrian Government are anxious to col¬ 
laborate with His Majesty's Government in 
the defence of the Middle Fast anti for that 
purpose are prepared to construct within 
Syria any airfields which the R.A.F. may 
consider necessary for Llieir general strategic 
plans. The Syrian Minister was not clear 
whether his Government intended to bear 
the cost of construction of such airfields but 
inferred Chat they did. He understood that 
his Government were prepared, as a corol¬ 
lary of their offer, to receive a visit of an 
R.A.F, reconnaissance party at any lime. 

2. We should not wish to incur any 
expenditure in connexion with construc¬ 
tional work in Syria, At the same time 
these airfields would be of assistance to both 
Syria and ourselves in resisting aggression. 
Moreover we are anxious not to rebuff this 


approach on the part of the Syrian Prime 
Minister and we should welcome the oppor¬ 
tunity to mate a reconnaissance of Syrian 
territory in order to ascertain what airfields 
exist and what sites could be improvised for 
air force operations. We should also be 
ready to give technical advice to the Syrians 
provided that this did not involve us in staff 
talks, A reconnaissance party could prob¬ 
ably be made available at comparatively 
short notice, 

X I should therefore be glad if you would 
thank the Syrian Prime Minister for the 
message which he sent us through the Syrian 
Minister and would confirm that what he 
has in mind is; 

in) that the Syrians would construct at 
their expense any airfields which the 
R.A.F. may recommend; and 
(l>) ihEU he is prepared to receive the visit 
of an RAF. reconnaissance party. 
On receipt of your reply we will con¬ 
sider the matter further. 
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No. 4 


COMPOSITION OF THE NAZIM Qk IXSI GOVERNMENT 


\j r \fari to Mr, Younger. {Received 5th June 1950) 


No. 143, En Gain _ Damascus* 

I Telegraphic I ~ {it ^ um> - 1^0' 

My telegram No. 140, 

Following is composition of new Syrian 
Cabinet announced yesterday afternoon.— 
Prime Minister and Minister lor Foreign 


Justice; Zaki Khatib, 

Education and Health; Farh.m Jandah, 


Interior i Rashad Barmeda. 

National Defence: Colonel Fawzi Silo* 
Public Works: George Shalhoub. 
National Economy and Agriculture: 
Shakir A as. 

Finance: Hassan Jabbara* 

2. Please see also nw immediately fol¬ 
lowing telegram. 
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BY 1015/18 No, 5 

FORMATION OF A CABINET UNDER NAZIM QUDSI 

Mr. Man to Mr. Younger, iReceived 7 th June) 


(No. 144 1 Damascus. 

(Telegraphic) 5th June, 1950. 

My immediately preceding telegram. New 
Syrian Cabinet. 

AJ) ministries are in the hands or the 
Popular Party with the exception of Justice, 
■ Independent! Finance iN on-par ty| and 
Ministry of t' J group omitted) (a profes¬ 
sional soldier who is Director-General, 
Ministry of Defence). Only the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Justice and 
Finance have held previous Cabinet posts. 
Most of the Popular Party members of the 
Cabinet are small fry of no significance. 

2. It is a scratch team which was formed 
as a last resort by Nazim Qudsi after almost 
4 week of fruitless negotiations between the 
main political blocs, />.. Popular Party, 
Republican Liberals and Independents- As 
foreshadowed in Damascus telegram No. 9 
Saving of 2nd May a Cabinet crisis was 
expected to occur after the Prime Minister's 
return from Cairo, but even after his return 
Lt was thought that Khaled A/m would be 
able to reshuffle his Cabinet in such a way 
as to satisfy the main demands of the various 
groups. But the situation had deteriorated. 
The Minister of Justice iFeidi Atassi) had 
resigned just before the Prime Minister 
returned because of w hat he alleged to be 
the deplorable lack of cohesion in the 
Cabinet and the action of the Prime 
Minister in going to Riyadh without con¬ 
sulting his colleagues. Alt ram Hourani 
moreover had been much vexed by the way 
the Prtme Minister continued to ignore his 
resignation which he had submitted on 26th 
April. The army too were annoyed by 
Khaled Aim’s attitude towards Hourani 

3. In the circumstances Khaled A/iu's 
attempts to negotiate with various political 
groups proved fruitless, and the army made 
it dear that they would insist on the port¬ 


folios of the Interior and Defence going to 
their own candidates. In a speech at 
Lamkia, Colonel Shishakli indicated that 
the army would not tolerate any nonsense 
in the political field. Result was an impasse. 
Khaled A/m refused lo be brow-beaten by 
the army, and although the latter modified 
their attitude he resolutely declined sub¬ 
sequent invitations to form a new Govern¬ 
ment, Popular Party, who do not wish to 
assume responsibility at the present critical 
stage and would prefer to come to power 
after the Constitution has been approved, 
refused to form a Government although 
Nazim Qudsi was asked to by the Head of 
Stale, They too resent the armv pressure. 
Tiie Islamic Socialist front declared they 
would not co-operate in a new Cabinet, 
The ranks of Republican Liberals, who at 
first promised their support to the Popular 
Party, wore split by increasing friction 
between Akram Hourani and Abdul Baqi 
Nizam d Din, 

4. Finally. Nazim Qudsi on the eve¬ 
ning of 3rd June, agreed to a last appeal 
from the Head of State and accepted to 
form a Cabinet. ti\ this time the army had 
realised that the situation was getting out of 
hand and they therefore promised Qudsi 
their support. The new Cabinet is a weak 
and rather miserable combination which 
ha* emerged out of last week *s ma/e of 
intricate negotiations, and it cannot be said 
to inspire any confidence. But it is at least 
a Government and a Face-saving device, and 
although its expectation of life is doubtful 
it may be lucky enough to linger until ihe 
Constitution is approved. Nazim Qudsi 
made it dear when he agreed to form it that 
its nature was purely provisional and its sole 
purpose was lo tide the country over until 
the Constitution had been approved. 

5, The situation remains fundamentally 
unstable. 
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EY 1015/21 No. 6 

NAZIM QUDSI S VIEWS ON THE INTERNAL POLITICAL SITU ATION 

Mr. Man to Mr, Y danger. [Received 16//a June) 


(No 91) Damascus, 

Sir, IE th June, 1950. 

With further reference to my telegram No, 
143 of Mh June I have the honour lo enclose 
herein bnd notes on those member* of 
Nazim QudsiN Cabinet who do not appear 
ni the report on Syrian Personalities for 
1949, 

2. When I called on the new Prime 
Minister yesterday His Excellency began by 
asking me what I thought of the situation, 

I said that it was gratifying to see that a 
Cabinet with His Excellency at the head had 
been formed after almost a week's protracted 
and at times bitter negotiations. It seemed 
to me, however, that the situation remained 
fundamentally unstable and that His 
Excellency had a difficult task ahead. 
Nazim Qudsi agreed and said that it was 
only after several appeals had been made lo 
him by the Head of State, the army and all 
the political groups that he had decided to 
accept office. He had made it clear to all 
concerned, however, that be would accept 
no conditions and that he must be left a free 
hand, The political parties had readily given 
him ear ft blanche and the army had 
promised its support unconditionally. Only 
after he had obtained these assurances had 
he agreed to form a Cabinet. His Excellency 
said that he had resigned last December 
after less than twenty-four hours in office 
because the arniv had sought to impose its 
own conditions. The army knew where it 
stood with him and was aware that he did 
not allow himself to he brow-beaten there 
1 ihmfc the Prime Minister is trying to 
appear more independent than he in fact is 
or feels). On taking office this lime he bad 
told the army and the politicians that he 
did st) purely in order to enable the Con¬ 
stitution to be put through the Assembly, 
and that his Government s role was there¬ 
fore a provisional and restricted one His 
Government would only undertake urgent 
and essential legislation. He had emphasised 
these points in the statement of policy he 
had made to the Assembly on 5th June (my 
despatch No. $7 of 8th June). The vita) 
need of the country was for stability and the 
first ^tep towards that stability was to have 
a Const i lull on, Hi% Governments task was 
to see that the Constitution was set up. In 
reply ton question I pul to him Nazim Bey 
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said that agreement had been reached 
between the various Assembly Hoes on the 
main points at issue in the draft Constitu¬ 
tion, but the question of the State religion 
was still outstanding and he could not fore¬ 
see what would happen over this, 1 myself 
have heard from other sources that even 
this vexed question has been solved and that 
the new Constitution will merely reaffirm 
the principle contained in the old Constitu¬ 
tion, namely that the religion of the President 
of the Republic shall be Islam. Nevertheless, 
it is by no means certain that this stumbling- 
block has been finally removed from the 
draft Constitution. 

3. His Excellency went on to say that the 
new Cabinet he had chosen was admittedly 
not a body of outstanding personalities, but 
it was a good working team and he fell he 
could rely upon them to carry out their 
modest yet vital task efficiently, 

4. E asked him what he thought the pros¬ 
pects of the Cabinet s survival were He 
replied that in Syria one never knew from 
one moment Lo the next what would 
happen, but he thought that the political 
groups hid reached a stage where they 
realised that unless the Constitution were 
allowed to go through complete ch aos would 
result. I told his Excellency that part of the 
trouble seemed lo me that one never knew 
what such strange people as Akram 
Hourani were thinking or planning. He said 
that although Akram Hourani had pledged 
his full support natives of Hama were 
notoriously fanatical, unreliable and irre¬ 
sponsible. He pul this down chiefly to the 
ill-health front which most of them suffered 
and said that most Hamawis grew up sick 
in body and mind. This made them highly 
nervous and unbalanced: Muhsin Baruzl, 
Husni fiarazh Akram Hourani, &c. were all 
of the same type. There was also a further 
explanation for Hou rani's behaviour, 
Hourani was by upbringing the bitter enemy 
of feudalism and his whole life had been a 
struggle against the fucdal landlords of 
Hama. But Hourani imagined that Hama 
was Syria and he therefore fell that he had 
to preach the gospel of radical socialism and 
anti-feudalism to the whole country. His 
Excellency remarked that Hourani's sup¬ 
port for the new Cabinet was probably 
purely opportunist: Hourani wanted to 
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have a respite in order to get on with the 
sask of strengthening his Arab Socialist 
Party, Alter the Constitution had gone 
through Hourani would make a bid for 
political power and he was certainly a man 
to be watched. His Excellency was 
emphatic, however, that Hourani was not 
a Communist and that he was definitely 
opposed to that ideology, 

5. The Prime Minister could not resist 
embarking luridly on his favourite theme of 
French machinations against Syria, He 
blamed much of the country's chronic 
instability on the French* and my mind went 
back to those long and somewhat tedious 
recapitulations of French intrigues to which 
1 was treated by Nazim Qudsi last August 
and September, Ele said that the French 
were under Jewish influence and were there¬ 
fore constantly trying to undermine Syria's 
stability. Added to this wens American 
intrigues, also jewish-inspired* working 
through Egyptian and Saudi channels in 
Syria. 1 drew his attention to the tripartite 
statement and emphasised that tins showed 
clearly our joint destFC to sec stability in the 
Middle East: Syria should be the lim to be 
grateful to the three Western Powers for 
giving her what amounted to a guarantee of 
her frontiers, i ani afraid, however, that the 
unfortunate initial impression gained here 
that Syria is to become a zone of French 
influence still lurks in Nazim QudsPs mind 
despite the assurances given by my United 
States ,md French colleagues and myself, 
which I reported in my telegram No. 12 
Saving of llth June. Once suspicion has 
been sown in the Arab mind it is almost 
impossible completely to eradicate it. 

h. Nazim Qudsi has not given up his 
ideas of eventual “ union " between Syria 
and Iraq.. I did not raise the subject, but 
he volunteered to me that it must come 
about one day and that it must be done by 
stages beginning with closer commercial 
relations with Iraq, He had never been in 
favour of rushing the project for union: the 
Iraqim had been too impetuous last year 
and by their hum-handed methods had 
nearly wrecked everything. He thought the 
Regent, backed by Nuri, was the main advo¬ 
cate for quick action because the Regent 
h id his own personal motives and wanted 
to soc Syria under the Iraqi crown. He 
himself, however, would never betray Syria 
to the Iraqis: union was inevitable and 
essential but the form of union must safe¬ 
guard Syria's integrity, I did not press his 
Excellency further on this subject but it is 
dear that his thoughts have not changed 


since he discussed the question at length 
wiLh me last year, although the actual form 
of union or a closer association between 
Syria and Iraq is still vague in his mind. 

7. 3 asked his Excellency what exactly 
the army was up to in Syrian poiiLics. He 
replied that ever since Zaims coup d'Erar 
the army had got deeply involved in poli¬ 
tics and that it would take a long time to 
rid Syria of army intervention in her internal 
affairs, The army was half in and half out 
of politics. Some officers were against the 
army getting mixed up iri Syrian domestic 
affairs and were anxious to extricate it while 
there was still time. It was, however a fact 
that the army was the only organised unit 
symbolising 'Syria's independence which 
remained Lifter the lailurc of Shukri 
Quwatlis regime. After the French had 
gone Snukn Quwatll became the personifi¬ 
cation of what Nazim Bey called " the 
conviction of freedom " and Quwatli look 
good care that his own person became the 
symbol of Syria's sovereignty. Although the 
army had itself suffered from bad leaders it 
still remained as a unifying force in the 
country's affairs. In the midst of Syria’s 
ever-fluctuating political fortunes the army 
witEi all its faults was at reist a rallying- 
point for the people and a symbol of leader¬ 
ship. I did not press Qudsi to develop his 
thoughts on this subject further, but it is 
interesting to note that he is prepared to 
lake a realistic view of the army’s rote m 
Syrian politics and that he docs not under¬ 
rate the strength of its position- It is clear, 
(cm. that Qudsi realises that without the 
co-operation of the army and this means 
the majority of senior officers and not one 
or two figure-heads like the unfortunate 
Sami Hinnawi—no political party in Syria 
can at present enjoy a position of security 
even if it has popular backing 1 he danger 
is of course that the Syrian army never pre¬ 
sents a united front for any length of time 
and personal jealousies and intrigues soon 
split its ranks. An example of this is that 
after Lieu tenant-Colonel Shishaklys coup 
of last December the army was to all intents 
and purposes solidly behind Shishakly. 
Now. however, there are already signs of 
friction and disagreement among senior 
Officers and opposition to Shishakly is said 
to be growing. 

g, it is impossible to predict what 
developments the next few weeks will bring 
in Syria, Nevertheless I consider that the 
chances of survival of Nazim Qudsi's 
Cabinet are not so slender as the pessimists 
make out. It is certainly not a strong 
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Cabinet and it contains no personalities 
except the Prime Minister himself. How¬ 
ever. after Khalid at Azirt there really was 
no suitable candidate for Prime Minister 
except Nazim Qudsi. The Popular Party 
are naturally very reluctant to assume 
responsibility in these critical times but 
equally they, and particularly Nazim Qudsi, 
want to see the Constitution established. 
That is why Qudsi finally agreed to form a 
Cabinet. True, the Cabinet may not be 
able to weather the storms which are likely 
to break in the Assembly when the Consti¬ 
tution is debated. The National Party will 
seek to undermine and embarrass it at every 
stage in conformity with the party’s avowed 
objective of discrediting every Syrian 
Government and by creating confusion and 
despair preparing for their own return to 
power, Those who, like the Republican 
Liberals and the Islamic Socialist From gave 
Nazim Qudsi their support may have 
Second thoughts and turn against the Prime 
Minister. However, although the outlook 
for the new Cabinet is not encouraging it is 
oft 2 ii the case in Syrian politics that when 
everyone is expecting trouble nothing 
happens and vice verse. The Prime Minister 
himself is. in my opinion* a sincere and 
honest man compared with most of his 
Coin pat rims, and although he has been 
accused of Jacking courage and strength E 
hardly think that anyone who takes over 
the government of a country like Syria* even 
with the support of the army, can be said to 
be faint-hear ted. It is not impossible that 
Nazism Qudsi and his team, with a few 
changes if necessary, will manage to last out 
until the Constitution has been approved. 
There is, however, the depressing thought 
that the schemes for economic development 
of the country, which had been showing 
signs of advancing beyond the stage of mere 
blue-prints, will be further retarded by the 
political uncertainty which continues to 
reign in this unhappy country. 

9. I am copying this despatch (without 
enclosure) to His Majesty's Representatives 
at Washington, Paris, Cairo. Bagdad, Beirut, 
Amman, Tel Av iv* Jedda and to the Head 
of the British Middle East Office in Cairo. 

J have, &c, 

W. C MAN. 


Enclosure in No. 6 
Zakt Khalit 

Born in 1887. Moslem. Native of 
Damascus. Educated in Damascus and 
Constantinople where he took decrees in 


Law, Political Science and Economy, 
Elected Deputy for Damascus in 1926, 1931 
and 1947, Minister of Justice 1941-42. 
Elected io tile Constituent Assembly in 1949 
as an Independent. Minister of Justice in 
the Cabinet formed by Nazim Qudsi on 4th 
June, 1950. Does not appear to have 
adhered to any particular party or move¬ 
ment for any length of Lime although he 
has been connected with many. 

Dr. F&rhan Jandati 

Born 1910 In Hoim. Moslem. Took a 
degree in medicine at Berlin University. 
Deputy for Homs in 1947 and elected mem¬ 
ber of the Constituent Assembly in 1949. 
Member of the Popular Party, Minister of 
Education and Health in the Cabinet 
formed b\ Nazim Qudsi on 4th June* 1950. 

Rush ad Bartmida 

Age about 43. Moslem. Member of a 
leading Aleppo family. Deputy in 194"'but 
failed in the elections for the Constituent 
Assembly in 1949, A prominent lawyer and 
now President of the Aleppo Lawyers Syn¬ 
dicate. One of the original members of the 
Popular Party. Minister of Interior in the 
Cabinet formed by Nazim Qudsi on 4th 
June, 1950. 

Dr. George Shufkouh 

Age about 45, Syrian Catholic of 
Damascus, Doctor of Medicine and Gradu¬ 
ate of the Jesuit College. Beirut. Elected to 
the Constituent Assembly in 1949. Member 
of Popular Party. Minister of Public Works 
in the Cabinet formed bv Nazim Qudst on 
4th June. 1950. 

Shakir III -Jua 

Age it bout 45, Moslem. Studied econo¬ 
mics in America and France and, has been 
connected with various industrial projects in 
Syria. Counsellor at the Syrian Legation in 
Part* 1945-46. Prominent member of the 
Popular Party and editor of the party organ 
ks Shaab which* after a brief reappearance 
during the autumn of 1949* censed to pub- 
fish as a result of the army’s coup of Decem¬ 
ber 1949. Elected to Constituent Assembly 
in E 949 as Deputy for Qundtra. Minister of 
National Economy and Agriculture in the 
Cabinet formed by Nazim Qudsi on 4th 
June, 1950, h said to have Lcflish tenden¬ 
cies and to be an opportunist. 

Coioned Faw?i $Ua 

Bom about 1895. Moslem from Hama. 
Commandant Homs Military School in 
February 1947, In July 1948 made joint 
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operational Commander of the hi and 2nd 
Brigades on the Palestine front. Head of 
Syrian delegation during the Syro-lsradi 
Armistice negotiations in 1949. Appointed 
Director-General of Ministry of National 


Defence in April 1950. Minister of National 
Defence in the Cabinet formed by Nazim 
Qudsi on 4th June. 1950. 

Smooth and foxy but does not appear to 
want to get mixed up in politics. 


F 102H IS No. 7 

SYRI AN ATTITUDE OVF.R KOREA 

Mr. XtaWtitti-Patlack to Mr. Younger. {Received Sr/? July) 


(No. 177. Confidential> Damascus. 

(TelegraphicI Hth July, 1950. 

My telegram No. 175: Korea. 

Syrian Prime Minister called for Mr, Man 
last ninht and said that he wanted his advice. 
His Excellency had been sounding the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Assembly 
and also representatives of all. Syrian politi¬ 
cal groups and that there was a strong 
inclination to follow Egypt's lead of 
neutrality. There w^re many who agreed 
with him that Syria must support the 
Security Council resolution and come out in 
favour of the West. He felt (he Syrian 
Government m/>/ijr be able to take the latter 
line, wiih slight reservations, but if it did 
he wanted to make it clear to us and the 
Americans that Syria in return would expect 
(though this would, of course* not be in¬ 
cluded in ariv statement she made cn the 
subfeet i assistance from the Dominion 
Governments and America - 

hit to help the economic development of 
Syria; and 

(6) as regards supply of arms. 

He said be did not wish to make a deal 
and was not asking for any quid pro quo. 
nor did Svria wish to ask for guarantees that 
such assistance would he forthcoming 
before taking her decision. He only wished 
to tell us that Britain and America would 
have to change their policy towards Syria 
and show that thev meanl to help her. 
Could not Britain, he asked, grant Syria a 
loan for economic development? If there 
was no chance. Syrian nubile opinion would 
react very unfavourably and the result would 
be far worse than if Svria had at the outset 
adopted an attitude of neutrality over Korea. 
He said he was personally convinced that 
Syria must support Britain and. if neces¬ 
sary. he would resign if the majority were 
against him He could promise nothing and 
the situation, might change as a result of 
further discussions he was going to have 


with political leaders here, but he hoped 
Syria would be able to announce her sup¬ 
port for the Security Council resolution on 
8th July. He said be had met the Lebanese 
Prime Minister (please see Beirut telegram 
No. 513 to >OU) and that Lebanon, and he 
hoped Iraq* would take the same line. He 
was the first to desire Arab League solidarity 
but in this matter Syria had to consider 
her own vita! interests and Egypt’s attitude 
did not take those into account. 

2. Mr. Man replied that it was very grati¬ 
fying that his Excellency had been able to 
rally opinion further to hk viewpoint The 
Korean issue was not however, a matter 
for bargaining, and although his Excellency' 
had said there was no question of a deal 
it could easily be interpreted as such 
Mr. Man pointed out thus both Britain and 
America were, as he knew, already willing 
to help Svria in many ^va ys. if Sy 
declared herself neutral, however* public 
opinion in Britain and no doubt in America 
and France would certainly not be in favour 
of continuing assistance to Svria, There was 
also the International Bank, which Syria 
might well be advised to make use of. ft 
was not possible, however, to attach any 
hidden strings to Syria's support for the 
Security Council resolution, nor was It wise 
to make too many reservations in the 
Syrian Government s statement as this 
would make Syria's decision meaningless 
and cowardly. 

3 . The Prime Minister then asked whether 
he should talk on rimiter lines to the United 
States and French Ministers, and Mr. Man 
said that he certainly should. The Prime 
Minister there and then arranged to mc;( 
both Ministers separately this morning. 

4. Mr. Man compared notes with the 
United States Minister after the latter had 
seen the Prime Minister. Mr. Kedcv’s 
version was substantially the same as 
Mr. Man’s, but the Prime Minister did not 
speak as frankh to the United States 


Minister and did not give away that he was 
personally convinced that Syria must side 
with trie West. The United States Minister 
spoke strongly to the Prime Minister about 
Syria's attitude and pointed out that Syrian 
neutrality would probably mean American 


ret us a I to afford assistance America was now 
prepared to give, 

5. I cannot forecast what the Syrian 
Government's final decision will be, but the 
Prime Minister has promised to give 
Mr. Man advance information if possible. 
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THE ASSASSINATION OF THE COMMANDER OF THE 
SYRIAN AIR FORCE 

Mr, Mimmgu-PolitKk to Mr. Bevm. [Received 11 th August! 


'No. i241 Damascus, 

^ r ’ ™ August, 1951}. 

S have the honour to report that on the 
evening of 31st July Lhe Commander 
of the Syrian Air Force, Lieut.-Colonel 
Mohammed Nasser, was intercepted about 
I mile out of Damascus on the Beirut road 
as he was driving home to his quarters and 
fatali; wounded by two assailants in another 


car armed with tommi-guns, LieuL- 
Colonel Nasser was aged about 57 years 
and was a keen, intelligent and promising 
officer. He was promoted to the rank of 
f but,-colonel by Colonel Zaun, who 
•Appointed him first a member of the Syrian 
Delegation for Armistice Negotiations with 
Israel and then Director of the Third 
Bureau, responsible for training and opera¬ 
tions, Shortly after the military coup 
organised by Lieut.-Colonel Shteliakli in 
December 1949 he was made Commander 
of the Syrian Air Force. He was an 
Alouwite from the district of Liittakia, 

2. Proceedings in the Constituent Assent- 
bly on the following morning were inter¬ 
rupted by a fellow-Alouwite, Abdel Latif 
Younis. who deplored Lhe death of Nasser 
and feared the approach of anarchy in Syria, 
The two men who did the deed were not the 
real criminals; the murder had been com- 
miited by a band of intriguers who were 
iure that justice would not touch them. 
Owing to the absence of the entire Cabinet, 
ihe meeting of the Assembly was then 


adjourned. 

5. Rumours began to circulate thai the 
Government would resign, but when 1 went 
to see the Prime Minister at his request on 
Nid August 1 found him entirely unruffled* 
and to mv surprise he said he wished to dis- 


cuss a small mailer connected with the Iraq 
Petroleum Company. However, I look the 
Opportunity to speak to him about the 


assassination, l said that I had only met 
Nasser on one occasion, and 1 had at once 
been struck by his frank and soldierly 
appearance. Though lirst impressions were 
often misleading, my reaction had been that 
here was an exceptional type, who might 
well play an important and valuable part in 
the future of the Syrian armed forces. 
Above all, he gave the impression of being 
a soldier to the core and in no sense j 
politician. In these circumstances 1 had 
been particularly shocked to learn of hk 
assassination. 

4. Nazim Qudsi said that he did not yet 
know who the culprits were but enquiries 
were being made and, as f probably knew, 
certain army officers had already been 
arrested. He was convinced that the 

assassination was due to internal military 
polities. I told Nazim Qudsi that I had been 
reporting sympathetically to the Foreign 
Office about the present Government, and 
in particular about what I believed to be hk 
Excellency’s desire to restore legal constitu¬ 
tional methods and to tackle the country's 
economic problems in a realistic manner. 
The foreign Office might think that I was 
jumping to conclusions, and 1 did not wish 
them to have any reason to believe that the 
Government's programme might at any 
moment be unset as a result of another 
political move on the oatt of the army, or 
of a section thereof. I fullv appreciated the 
delicate position in which hk Excellency 
found himself He had already told me that 
he had lo move very cautiously with ihe 
anny. and that the process of persuading 
(he military leaders to confine themselves to 
tlseir proper spheres would inevitably take 
some time to achieve. The fact remained 
(hal. most unfortunately, the Government's 
hand had been forced If the perpetrators 
ot this crime were not brought to light,. 1 
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did ml >ec how anyone, cither in Syria or 
abroad, could have m} confidence in the 
Government's ability to carry through 11 con¬ 
sistent policy. 

5. Lbs Excellency asked me what I 
thought he should do. 1 replied that it was 
not for me to give advice on the execution 
ol justice in Syria. But, speaking, per¬ 
sonally. 3 felt that it was essential for the 
Government to ensure not only that the 
culprits were puFtished, but that the real 
instigators of the crime were discovered and 
brought to justice in such a way that the 
public were satisfied that an appropriate 
public examnle of them had been made, 
His Excellency then embarked on a recapitu¬ 
lation of his Government’s progressive in¬ 
tentions, to which L replied that it seemed 
to me relatively useless to talk about a legal 
and progressive Constitution so long as 
methods of I his kind could pass 
unchallenged. 1 could not be blind to my 
Government's probable reactions to this 
affair. The Syrian Government was press- 
inn for arms. Could (foreign Governments 
be expected to provide arms in order to 
enable military cliques to indulge in politics 
bv force? 

' 6 . I mist that I did not go too far m 
speaking to Nazim Qudsi on these lines. U 
was dear to me (hat he wished to hear what 
1 had to say and in no way took offence. He 
concluded by assuring me that he would 
pursue the matter to the bottom. On the 
following dnv he informed the Constituent 
Assembly that before he died Lieut .‘Colonel 
Nasser had written down the names of two 
persons whom he suspected of having shot 


him. These per so ns had been arrested and 
the Government had taken all necessary 
measures to ensure that the investigations 
should be carried through effectively. He 
asked Deputies not to make any accusations 
before the investigation was complete, 

7, The press is under instructions to say 
nothing about (he affair. The general trend 
of public opinion as far as it can be gauged 
inclines to attribute responsibility to Lieut.- 
Colonel Sfiishakli It is reliably reported 
that the two persons arrested are Major 
Ibrahim Hus&emi, head of the Second 
Bureau, responsible for military intelligence, 
and a lieutenant on his staff. The story is 
current that relations between Shishakli and 
Nasser were strained on account of the 
latter’s outspoken disapproval of the army a 
repeated interventions in politics, 1 prefer 
at the present stage not to hazard any 
opinion ns to the accuracy of these reports.. 
Nor urn T convinced that tbs real instigators 
of ?hs crime- will be brought to trial- At the 
same time, the Government may have 
difficulty in hushing the matter up. even if 
lhc\ wish to do so. 1 am told that the 
speech made bv Abdel Latif Voimis was 
made after a meeting of A!ouwile army 
officers who expressed I heir determination 
to see that justice was done, 

8. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's representatives at Washington, 
Paris, Cairo, Bagdad, Beirut, Amman. 
Jedda. Jerusalem. Tel Aviv and to the head 
of the British Middle East Office in Cairo. 

I have, Ac., 

W H MONTAGU-POL LOCK. 


EY 1015/27 No - y 

POLITICAL SITUATION AFTER THE ASSASSINATION OF THE 
COMMANDER 01 THE SYRIAN AIR FORCE 


Mr, \!<mrugn-Pi>!lm !, to A tr. lierin, I Received 2U/ A»g««o 


fNo, 130) Damascus, 

Sir. 14r/j August. 1950, 

In my telegram No 200 of 7th August 1 
reported that unrest had resulted boi h in 
military and political circles from the 
assassination of the Commander of the 
Syrian Air F orce. On the whole, political 
group* and personalties appear in have 
decided to await the results of [he official 
enquiry into the assassination. The army, 
on the other hand, appears to have been 


engaged in active deliberations and it is 
believed that all brigade commanders have 
come to Damascus for the purpose. 

2. Apparently as a result of these de¬ 
liberations, the Syrian Chief of Staff has now 
issued a communique, a copy of which I 
have the honour to enclose in translation, 
declaring the army’s determination to keep 
clear of politics 

3 , The communique will undoubtedly be 
generally received with cynicism. Similar 
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stsiiemerits, were nmde by General Hinnuwi 
at the time of the elections in November 
1949 and again bv Lieutenant-Colonel 
Shishtikli after the military cottp in Decem¬ 
ber 1949. Moreover, this communique 
bears only the signature of the Syrian Chief 
of Staff, Licntenjint-Colonel Bamuid, who is 
known always to have been anxious not to 
be involved m political intrigue. On the 
other hand, I am informed that the com¬ 
munique was issued only after signature by 
a meeting of senior army officers, including 
Liedtena □ l-C o lonel Sh \ s huk i \. 

4. it is generally thought that the internal 
divisions in the army have tended to 
strengthen the hand of the Government. The 
Secretary-General of the Ministry of the 
Interior recentiy told a member of my staff 
that the control of the gendarmerie would 
provide an interesting test on a small scale of 
the strength of the Government. At present 
the police were under the control of the 
Ministry of the Interior although com¬ 
manded by a major in the army, bui the 
gendarmerie had been under full army con¬ 
trol since the days of General Zaim. The 
Ministry of the Interior wished to make 
use of the present weakness of the army to 
regain control, t asked the Prime Minister 
yesterday what his views were on this point, 
He replied that he was determined to place 
the gendarmerie once more under civilian 
control, though it might take him *t little 
time to achieve this. 

J Since the first reading of the draft 
Constitution by the Constituent Assembly is 
now nearly complete the Government are 
probably not dissatisfied with the present 
state of affairs. At any rale the Prime 
Minister has felt able to lea\e Syria at this 
moment to atiend rhe meeting m Alexandria 
of the Political Committee of the Arab 
League. 1 therefore took the opportunity 
of reminding him, before his departure, of 
my view that the Government’s reputation 
would sutler greatly if the instigators of the 
assassination were not brought to justice 
and of expressing the hope that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Bannuds communique was not 
merely a means or evading the issue. His 
Excellency replied by drawing my attention 
to the official communique dated 1st August 
and signed by the Head of State, the 
Minister of Defence tind himself staling that 
the two officers of the Second Bureau men¬ 
tioned in my despatch No, 124 of 4ih 
August, together with four unidentified 
persons, had been charged with the murder 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Nasser and that two 
noncommissioned officers and erne civilian 
were also charged with complicity. 


6, \i is difficult to estimate with any con¬ 
fidence the stability oJ the present Popular 
Party regime, fhe Prime Minister is 
quiet I v confident, and is much concerned 
with long-term projects for economic 
development which* he hopes, will put the 
country on a sound basis and raise the 
standard of living of the lower and lower 
middle classes. For this purpose one of his 
main themes is the urgent need for financial 
assistance from abroad. He is also reason¬ 
ably confident of his ability gradually lo 
restrict the military to their proper sphere* 
As soon tis the new constitution has been 
passed and the Constituent Assembly con¬ 
verted into j Parliament, as now seems 
likely, the Government will probably be 
reorganised and will then formulate its 
programme. Nazim Qudst is respected by 
a considerable section of the National Party 
who, in spite of ,in unfriendly communique 
just issued by the official leaders of live 
National* Socialist Co-operative and Repub¬ 
lic jii Democratic Panics, would probably 
be ready lo co-operate with him on certain 
terms, but I do not think that he is in any 
hurry to do a deal with them. Neither does 
He wish to be associated with live " incicn 
regime," nor does he consider that an early 
election would be to the public interest? He 
believes that he has the majority of the 
country behind him, and that the tone of (he 
press, which is largely m Nationalist and 
Independent hand*, is no indication of the 
true suite of popular feeling. Even though 
he may be unduly optimistic, I believe there 
rs some truth in this. Apart from unpre¬ 
dictable intervention in political affairs by 
she military, the risk of which appears to 
have receded, the most immediate visible 
danger signal ahead is the sharp rise in the 
price or' basic food-stuffs. due to the decre i:se 
in the international value of Syrian cur¬ 
rency, which may easily provide the oppo¬ 
sition with the ammunition they require to 
discredit the Government. Nazim Qudsi 
Names previous regimes tor this, but his 
Government has yet to prove its capacity to 
stop tne rot. Another oj the Government's 
weaknesses Hes in the indifferent quality of 
the Prime Ministers colleagues, which 
results in Na?im Qudsi taking more on to 
his own shoulders than is practicable tn the 
circumstances. 

7 I am copying this despatch to His 
Majesty's Representatives at Washington, 
Paris, Alexandria. Bagdad. Beirut, Amman, 
Jcdda, Tel Aviv. Ankara and to the Head 
of the British Middle East Office in Cairo, 
l have, Ac, 

W, H MONTAGU-POL LtX K. 
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Enclosure in No, 9 

Text of Communique issued by Syrian A rmy 

Headquarters, dated I Oth August. 1950 

“ In view of the fact that the Constitution 
k [tearing completion anti the country 
approaching an era of stability, strength and 
'.ceuritv. Army Head quarters now dec! ares 
that the mission of the Syrian Army shall be 
confuted to the defence of the country and 
to being a weapon of righteousness—within 
the Constitution in the hands of every 
Government which emanates from the legal 
body representing the nation. 

" Army Headquarters has warned all mili¬ 
tary personnel against any intervention in 
pub lie a fairs under pain of punishment 
according to the existing laws. 

" Army Headquarters also deems it neces¬ 
sary to remind citizens that Articles 


Nos. 149 and 150 of the military' Pena! Code 
dearly provide that any civilian who pro¬ 
cures or entices military personnel to join 
or become member* of any party, society or 
institution of a political nature shall be 
prosecuted under the provisions of the Law' 
referred to, Persons responsible for the 
administration of such parties, societies or 
institutions are also liable to be prosecuted 
if military personnel are admitted to such 
bodies. The licences may be withdrawn 
and offices or meeting places closed down. 

'* Army Headquarters invokes the bless¬ 
ing of God cm the nation praying that it 
shall prevail against harm and conspiracy 
and that those responsible for its welfare 
mav be auided hv the Almighty.” 

(Signed) ANWAR BANNUD. 

Chief of Staff. 


EY 1015 1 35 No. 10 

NAZIM QUDSrs ATTITUDE TO COMMUNISM 

Mr. Utmfugu-Potfack to Mr. Younger. (Received !8f/j September) 


(No. 145) Damascus. 

Sir. 9j9p September, 1950. 

I reported in my despatch No, 124 of 
4th August that Major Ibrahim Husseinu 
head of the Syrian army's Second Bureau, 
which is responsible for military intelligence, 
had been arrested immediately after the 
assassination of the Commander of the 
Syrian air force on 31st Julv. Shortly after 
this It was officialv announced that Captain 
Bakri Kotrush, chief of police at Aleppo, 
had been appointed head of the Second 
Bureau m place of Husseini. 

2, Bakri Ktitrasfc has a brother who is a 
leading official of the Teachers' Union at 
Aleppo and u well-known Communist 
Moreover, he himself was at one lime a 
member of the Communist Party- His 
Communist tendencies were well enough 
known for the Chief of the Syrian General 
Staff to be prompted lo inform 4 member of 
mv staff that before he was sent as chief of 
police to Aleppo Kotrash was warned and 
told to keep out of polities. 

3. 1 look an early opportunity of men* 
tiotung to Nazim Qudsi that it was known 
both to us and lo the high Syrian military 
authorities that Captain Kotrash hud been 
a member of the Communist Party. The 
Prime Minister thanked me for thk informa¬ 
tion, and a week later I learned that Captain 
Kotrash had returned to his post in Aleppo. 


The new head of the Second Bureau js 
M ajor Mahmoud Shat r a. u Circassian 
Moslem aged 36 and horn [tear Aleppo. He 
has seventeen years’ service and was until 
recently Commander of the !4th Recon 
naissmiee Battalion. He i$ reported to be 
able and intelligent 

4. I consider this worth reporting as 
showing conclusively Nazim Qudsi's active 
opposition 10 communism. While be may 
be prepared to deal leniently with com¬ 
munists who are arrested for taking part in 
demons! rat ions and distributing pamphlets, 
he is not prepared to allow Communists to 
infiltrate into important positions in the 
Administration. 

5. A parallel case is that of Salahcddin 
Tarazi, m present Acting Secretary-Genera! 
of the Ministry for foreign Affairs. Tarazi 
is a fricndlv character and is not thought to 
be either a Communist or a fellow traveller, 
but he is great I v handicaoped bv the fad 
that his sister, with whom he shares house, 
is a prominent and active member of the 
Syrian Communist Party. I mentioned this, 
loo, on a .separate occasion, lo Nazim Qudst, 
who said that under the circumstances lie 
thought that Tarazi should leave his present 
ppFjb I have the impression that the 
Ministry is finding it difficult to replace him. 
The first secretary at the Syrian Legation in 
Paris, Asad Khanji. returned suddenly to 
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Damascus and si was thought that he had 
been offered the post of Acting Secretary- 
General. If this was so, he apparently 
declined the offer because he soon returned 
to Paris, Tarazi has been made a member 
of the $\risin delegation to this year's 
General Assembly of the United Nations. 


which mav indicate that he is in the process 
of leaving his present position. 

6. 1 am sending a copy of this despatch 
to the head of the British Middle East Office 
in Cairo, 

1 have. Ac, 

W. H MONTAG U POLLOCK. 


EY 1015 31 No, 11 

POLITICAL SITUATION 

Mr. Xfimragu-Poilnch to Mr. Bevin. (Received 9th September) 


(No, 23 L Ert clam Damascus, 

(Telegraphic) 9th September, 1950. 

My telegram No. 225 ; Syrian Cabinet. 
Qudsi yesterday re-formed his Cabinet as 
follows; — 

Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, Nazim Qudsi; Minister of Stale, 
Has sail Hakim; Justice, Zakt Khatibt 


Education, Hani Sbai; Finance. Shakir 
Aiis: Public Worts. Ahmad Qanhar; 
Health, George Shidhoub; National 
Economy, Faihan JandaJi; National 
Defence. Colonel Fawzi Silo: Interior 
Rushad Bamiada; Agriculture. Ah Bouzo, 
2. Please see my immediately following 
telegram 


EY 1015/32 12) 

Mr. MontagU'Pofhck to Mr. Bevin. {Received 9f/j September) 


1 No, 232 Confidential) Damascus* 
(Telegraphic) 9th September. 1950. 

My immediately preceding telegram; 
New Syrian Cabinet. 

All Ministers are members of Peoples 
Party except for two Independents, Hakim 
and Khatib, and Silo, who is non-party. 

2, ti is encouraging to find that Koumni 
and the Moslem Brotherhood arc not repre¬ 
sented On the other hand, it remains a 


weak team, which might profitably have 
been stiffened by addition of more 
strong characters from the ranks of inde¬ 
pendents. Hakim ts a useful addition 
tptease see Personalities Reporn, especially 
4 $ he represents Damascus. Silo is 
generally thought to have done well in 
restraining the array leaders from direct 
intervention in politics. 


EY 1015/34 No, 12 

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE NEW SYRIAN CONSTITUTION 

Mr. Montagu-Pottoch to Mr, Younger. (Received I Sffi September) 


(No. 1441 Damascus. 

Sir, 9#/r September, 1950. 

In my telegram No. 225 of 6th September, 
I reported that on the previous day the new 
Syrian Co institution had been approved by 
the Constituent Assembly, I now have the 
honour to offer certain observations on this 
new Constitution, the full text of which I 
will transmit to you in translation as soon as 
possible. I think that it will he evident, from 
these observations thai it marks a clear step 
forward from the Constitution of 1930 and 


that it provides a well-constructed scaffold¬ 
ing 0:1 which democratic and progressive 
legislation may be built if Syria can only 
avoid a repetition of the upheaval* which 
have hampered her political and economic 
Jc ire lop merit during the past two years, 

2. The assumption underlying the new 
Constitution is that the former Constitution 
is abolished by events and this abolition con¬ 
firmed by the election of the Constituent 
Assembly held on I5th November. 1949. 
This assumption is not accepted by the three 
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Nationalist political paroc*. which are not 
represented in the Assembh. To counter 
their objection some members of the Con 
siituenl Assembly urged the inclusion of an 
article in the new Constitution to the effect 
that the former Constitution is considered 
invalid as from the date of the first coup 
d'Etat i.e., 30th March. 1949, but the 
majority of the Assembly regarded any such 
clause as superfluous. 

3. The nett Constitution has 166 articles 
as compared with 116 articles in the 1930 
Constitution. The increase is partly due to 
the inclusion of a number of articles reflect¬ 
ing the progressive socialist principles of the 
People's Party, which the Nationalist 
Opposition claim to be out of place in the 
text of a Constitution Article 22 and 
Articles 25 to 27 inclusive are all of this 
nature. A number of the additional articles 
and clauses help to give a deliberate rigidity 
to the Constitution and reflect the People's 
Party's desire to leave no loophole for un* 
constitutional government. The new Con¬ 
stitution goes into considerably greater 
detail than the old and is hedged about by 
safeguards against abuse or misinterpre¬ 
tation of its clauses- Innovations in the 
Constitution include the setting up of an 
Educational Council under Article 28, of a 
new Office uf Inspection under Article 103* 
of a Supreme Court with greatly enhanced 
attributions under Articles 116 to 122. of a 
Council in each Mohafaiai under Articles 
128 to 132 and of a Permanent Economic 
Council under Article 152. 

4. Much play has been given to the fact 
that this is the first Constitution of an inde¬ 
pendent Syria. Perhaps the most noticeable 
effect of this in the text is to He found in the 
withdrawal of the guarantee of special rights 
for the confessional minorities Thus Article 
37 of the old Constitution laid down that the 
Electoral L.tw should establish the represen¬ 
tation of confessional minorities but nothing 
has been said about their special represen¬ 
tation in the new Constitution, although the 
existing fleet or al Law provides for it. 
Article 6 of the old, Constitution mentions 
equality of treatment regardless of race, 
religion, sect or language. Article 7 of the 
new Constitution refers only to equality of 
duties, rights prevince and social position. 

5 1 have already commented m my des¬ 
patch No 120 of 1st August on the com¬ 
promise regarding ihe religion of the Si ale 
which h embodied in Article 3 os' the new 
Constitution. Ihe Christian communities 
are not, in fact, too happy about the com¬ 
promise, clause 2 of which states that Islamic 
jurisprudence is the main source of legis¬ 


lation, Only the application of the Consti¬ 
tution will show whether their fears are 
justified, 

6. The addition of a clause to Article I 
stating thin the Syrian people is part of the 
Arab nation is a concession to Arab 
Nationalist feeling; it is in line with that 
part of the forma! oath taken by the 
Deputies and bv the President of the 
Republic in which they undertake bt to work 
for the realisation of the unity of Arab 
countries." 

7. Paragraph 4 of Article 15, which deals 
with the freedom of expression of opinion, 
states: "the law will organise the method 
of control over the revenue of newspapers.*’ 
Property applied this clause could have j 
startling effect on the Syrian press, 

K. Article 18 was much debated, it states 
that Syrians shall have the right to form 
political parties on condition that their aims 
are lawful, their methods peaceful and their 
organisation democratic, Some of the small 
parties. such as the late Anton Saade's Parti 
Populiiirc Syrian, were apprehensive lest the 
Government should use these conditions as 
an excuse to suppress (hem. The majority 
of the Assembly were anxious, on the other 
hand, to word the article in such a way that 
extremist parties, such as the Communist 
Party, should not be permitted. 

9. Article 22 lays down that legislation 
shall be enacted to ensure the sound exploi¬ 
tation of the land and to establish just social 
relations between Syrians. Clause <6l of 
paragraph I of Ibis article, which states that 
the maximum amount of land which may be 
owned by one person shall be fixed by law, 
was the subject of heated discussion in the 
Assembly, where on the second reading a 
motion by Akram Houruni to delete the 
words 14 providing that this does not have a 
retroactive effect ’ was defeated by only 
two votes. Paragraph 2 of this article states 
that the Stale shall encourage the establish¬ 
ment of cooperative societies. 

|0, Article 2> lays down that taxes will 
be imposed on an equitable and sliding 
scale so is to realise the principles of 
equality and social justice. Article 26 was 
drafted by the Trades Unions, It provides 
that the law shall guarantee healthy houses 
for workers, that Ihe Slate shall provide 
work for ill Syrians, and it lays down 
principles for the protection of the worker. 
A new principle not included in the Labour 
Law of 1946 h that workmen shall be 
granted weekly leave with full pay. Article 
27 lays down that the Slate shall provide for 
a Social Insurance System 


1 h Article la defines with considerable 
detail the principles which shall govern 
education. These do not differ greatly from 
ihe provisions of the existing law. 

12. Paragraph 3 of Article 30 s m which 
it is laid down that the army's duty is con¬ 
fined to the protection of the safety of the 
country and its frontiers, represents the 
pious hope that the army may be persuaded 
to abstain from interference in politics. 
Article 43, paragraph 3, which states that 
ihe Chamber is considered as being in con¬ 
stant session, is part of the attempt of the 
People's Party to make unconstitutional 
action more difficult. With the same aim. 
Article 59 prohibits the Chamber of Depu¬ 
ties from giving up its powers of legislation 
to the Government. 

13. Under Article 61 the power of the 
President of Ihe Republic to delay ratifica¬ 
tion of law* passed by the Chamber is con¬ 
fined to Jaws of a non-urgent nature. He 
must now promulgate laws within fifteen 
days as against a month under Article 80 of 
the old Constitution, He may, however, 
refer a law to the Supreme Court on the 
grounds that it is unconstitutional. Article 
73 stipulates that no one is eligible for a 
second term of office as President until live 
years after the end of his first term. Under 
Article V the President of the Republic is 
authorised to sign and ratify treaties only 
after they have been passed by the Chamber 
of Deputies: under Article 74 of the old 
Constitution there were circumstances in 
which there was no necessity for prior 
approval by the Chambcr. U nder Ar t kfe 85 
I he President of the Republic may dissolve 
die Chamber of Deputies provided that 
eighteen months have p.ivscd since its elec¬ 
tion; no such proviso restricted his power 
to dissolve ii under An tele 7? of the old 
Constitution, These various restrictions 
reflect the desire of the People’s Party to 
make it impossible for a President ever 
again to wield so much personal power as 
was done by Shukri Quwatli. 

14. Under Article 88 Ihe President of 
the Chamber of Deputies will exercise the 
powers of the President of the Republic 
whenever the fatter is unable to perform 
them; under Article 84 of the old Constitu¬ 
tion they were exercised on such occasions 
by the Council of Ministers. 

15. Article 103 strengthens the inspection 
services of the Administration by attaching 
a new Office of Inspection to Ihe Council of 
Ministers, !i also lays down that the Office 
of Inspection shall submit a copy of all ds 
reports to the Prime Minister's Office This 
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article seems to reflect the Constituent 
Assembly's resolve not \o iderate the minis¬ 
terial corruption which was so frequent 
under the old regime. 

16. Articles 116 to 122 setting up a 
Supreme Court were criticised by some of 
the Independent Members of the Assembly 
as giving the court more power than Parlia¬ 
ment itself. The court hits the right to judge 
the validity of parliamentary elections and 
the legality of laws under the Constitution; 
under Article 47 of the old Constitution the 
Chamber itself decided the validity of the 
election of its members. The wide power 
of the new- Supreme Court, which is designed 
to be the guardian of the Constitution, pro¬ 
vides further evidence of the anxiety of the 
People's Party to avoid any undue concen¬ 
tration of power, even in the hands of the 
Chamber of Deputies itself, in accordance 
with the doctrine of checks and balances. 

17. Articles 128 to 132 define the estab¬ 
lishment and duties of the Councils to be set 
up in each of the Moh&fazats. Article 129 
is an attempt to apply the social principles 
of the Constitution to the routine work of 
these Councils. 

18. Article 152 provides for the creation 
of a Permanent Economic Council which 
will submit the results of its work to the 
Government and the Chamber of Deputies, 
This must be regarded as a praiseworthy 
endeavour to ensure the continuity of econo¬ 
mic policy despite changes of Government. 

19. Article 158 referring to the settlement 
of the tribes and the annulment of their 
special regime has been much criticised by 
the tribal deputies who say that, while they 
approve of the settle mem of their tribes, 
they seriously doubt whether it can be 
achieved m the spice Of ten years; Article 
113 of the old Constitution provided that 
bedouin affairs should be directed by a 
special administration whose powers were to 
he defined b> law. According to Article 
160, illiteracy is to he suppressed within ten 
years, which wilt he no easy task if the esti¬ 
mate that 60 per cent, of the population are 
illiterate is at all accurate, 

20. The transformation of the Constitu¬ 
ent Assembly into a Parliament is authorised 
by Article 164. Supporters of this measure 
seek to justify it on two grounds: the legal 
ground that the popular mandate to draw up 
a Constitution implies also a mandate to 
complete the legislation necessary to imple¬ 
ments its articles, and the practical ground 
that new elections at present would gravely 
impair the country's progress towards poli¬ 
tical stability. Since the breakdown of 

D 








negotiations' between the leaders of I he 
People \ Party in d of the Nationalist Oppo¬ 
sition, which would have resulted in the 
holding of new elections, ii has dearly 
become desirable that no time should be 
lost in giving practical effect to a Constitu¬ 
tion which offers Syrii a possible road to 
economic and social progress. 


21. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty s Representatives at Wash¬ 
ington, Paris. Alexandria. Bagdad, Ankara. 
Beirut, Anvin, Jedda. Tel Aviv and to the 
Head of the British Middle Hast Office in 
Cairo. 

I have, &c, 

w. H. montagllfollock 


EE 10110/63 No. 13 

\RAB. PARTICULARLY SYRIAN. RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

\}r. MonragihMivck to Mr . Attlee. {Received Hlrti October) 


[No. 1581 Damascus, 

Sir, 3>i)th September* 1950. 

E note from paragraph 7 of Washington 
telegram No. 556 saving of 30th August 
that the Stale Department fed that the 
relative full at present on the Arab-Israel 
front may permit tempers to subside suffi¬ 
ciently to render a peace settlement possible 
in the course of time, Unfortunately, the 
Israel Government is doing nothing to 
encourage toe continuance of this lull. But 
m\ impression of the present Syrian attitude 
to the Palestine problem suggests that it is 
only by patience and restraint that a settle¬ 
ment can be brought into the range of 
practical politics 

3- The Arab defeats in Ehe Palestine war 
gave Syria a psychological blow from which 
she will inevitably require tune to recover. 
Almost all the interview's which 1 have had 
with prominent Syrian personalities since 
my arrival at Damascus have begun with ft 
long harangue against the Western PoWCf* 
for aiding and abetting the establishment of 
a hostile State in the middle of the Arab 
world In spite, however, of this continuing 
bitterness, there is no evidence to suggest 
that the authorities are contemplating a 
second round against Israel. A small 
number of rich property holders amongst 
ihe refugees from Palestine, who have the 
backing of the Arab Higher Committee, are 
doing their utmost to secure the return of 
their property by any practicable means, 
which do not even exclude approaches to 
Soviet representatives in this area, especially 
in the case of Greek Orthodox refugees. It 
is these people who pass resolutions 
allegedly on behalf of all refugees 
demanding their return to Palestine and full 
compensation for those who do not return. 
But the bull of the Palestine refugees have, 
in my opinion, abandoned all hope of 
returning, at any rate for so long as the 
State of Israel continues to exist. This is 


confirmed by tlie remark of the Syrian 
Prime Minister, reported in my telegram 
No. 225 of 1st September* that if Israel 
agreed to the principle of resettlement only 
a small proportion of refugees would, in fact, 
decide to return. 

3. There exists, therefore, a tacit recog¬ 
nition in Syria that the State of Israel is ± 
reality. From the strategical point of view 
Syria may not feet very secure, but she 
places her reliance on the armistice agree¬ 
ment with Israel, the Arab League treaty of 
joint defence and ihe tripartite declaration. 
In such circumstances 1 do not sec that 
there is any political objective which could 
possibly motivate Syrian politicians to face 
the unpopularity which would accompany 
any attempt on their part to persuade public 
opinion to swallow its pride and forget its 
shame by open recognition of Israel. 

4, As I see it, economic considerations 
operate against recognition, Syria is 
primarily an agricultural country, hut since 
ihe war she has attempted to give a broader 
basis to her economy by expanding her 
industry. She has no great difficulty in dis¬ 
posing of IvCT agricultural surplus, but her 
infant industries depend greatly on the pro¬ 
tection of the Suite against foreign compe¬ 
tition. Syrian industrialists arc tio doubt 
aware that the Israelis possess greater 
technical skill and more industrial 14 know¬ 
how k They are, therefore, afraid that the 
establishment of economic relations with 
Israel would result in the infiux of capital, 
industrial machinery, industrial goods and 
technicians from that country and, above all. 
of dumped massed-produced goods. They 
know enough about the history of Palestine 
midcr the mandate to be afraid of being 
bought out. 1 think that this may be the 
reason why Kbalcd at A/.m, who ts always 
thought to have the backing of a large 
section of Syrian Industry and I rude. was so 
hitterlv op nosed to any compromise with 


— 


— 


Israel, Moreover, (he Syrians still nurse 
hopes of reducing Israel to bankruptcy bv 
isolating her economically. 

5. On the other hand, Syria has now built 
up an extensive system of customs barriers 
and import licensing, which she could apply 
as effectively against Israel as she has been 
doing recently again si the Lebanon, Nazim 
Qudsi may have this in mind when formu¬ 
lating his Palestine policy. He seems to be 
much less violent than Klialed nl Azm and 
he even omitted aU reference to Palestine 
from his statement of policy to the new 
Chamber of Deputies, I believe that he 
must envisage a political settlement in due 
course and that he imagines that such a 
settlement will eventually he pushed through 
by political pressure from the United 
Nations. This would explain whv he said 
to me, as reported in my telegram No, 227 
of 7th September, that if the Palestine Con¬ 
ciliation Commission wish to conciliate they 
will not make history and if they wish to 
make historv they cannot conciliate, 

6_ The fact that Nazim Qudsi has done 
everything within his power to maintain a 
consolidated Arab front against Israel 
suggests that he would not object Id the 
recognition of Israel in the course of lime 
provided that the necessary team spirit pre¬ 
vailed among her Arab neighbours to 
guarantee them against military or economic 
infiltration, Qudri has tried to create this 
team spirit by working unobtrusively against 
the expulsion of Jordan from the League and 
b} consulting urgently with his neighbours 
whenever frontier incidents occur, such as 
ltie recent incursion b> Israeli forces into the 
R n ten burg concession and the earlier attack 
bv an Israel fighter on a Lebanese civil aero¬ 
plane, 1 have the impression, therefore, that 
Qudsi has a relatively enlightened policy 
towards the Palestine problem which would 
suffer a severe set back if am attempt were 
made to force Jordan into an agreement with 
Israel, thereby splitting the wavering Arab 
front, I should emphasise, however, that he 
will certainly take no action m pursuit of tits 
policy which would put Syria out of Step 
with the Arab League. It follows, therefore. 
IhiU, from the Syrian point of view at any 
rate, progress towards a sc it lenient depends 
entirely upon the policy of the League. 

7. From this il would appear that time is 
beginning to have a healing effect in Syria* 


This may be due to the absence of any major 
frontier difficulties, but there is also evidence 
to suggest that, in spile of the chronic 
frontier troubles which other Arab countries 
are experiencing* the passage of time Lx 
slowly bringing about a less emotional alti¬ 
tude. In the first place (tie willingness of 
the Arab League, expressed in the Lausanne 
Protocol, to negotiate a territorial settlement 
cm the basis of the 1947 partition plan is a 
development which would have seemed 
highly improbable in the days when this 
plan was being >o violently attacked by the 
Leagues delegates at the United Nations. 
It ha voUc-itice from which Fares cl 
Khoury for one has never recovered, and I 
doubt if he ever will, Secondly, there seems 
to be a real hope that the Ga?a Government 
may shortly give up the ghost and that the 
incorporation of Arab Palestine in Jordan 
wifi be recognised. Indeed, it might have 
been recognised already were it not techni¬ 
cal l> inconsistent with the enforcement of 
the partition plan, Thirdly, the compromise 
ruling with regard to the attendance of Arab 
delegations at international conferences 
where Israel is also represented, reported 
in Alexandria despatch No. 354 of 
29th August, implies an increasing!} realistic 
attitude. 

H If this interpretation of the general 
trend of Arab, and particularly Syrian, 
thought in regard to Palestine h valid, it 
Follows that u considerable further rcriod of 
lull will be necessary before a final settle¬ 
ment becomes practicable. Unless Israel 
intends eventually to resort io force, it is 
presumably in her interests primarily that 
this interim period should be as short as 
possible. Consequently* no opportunity 
should be missed of bringing it home to the 
Israel Government that, by their continual: 
pin-pricks on the frontier and their 
inhumane treatment of the Arabs left within 
their borders, (hev are unnecessarily defer¬ 
ring the advent of peace, 

9. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's Representatives at Washing¬ 
ton. Alexandria, Beirut, Amman, Tel Aviv, 
Jerusalem and to the Permanent Representa¬ 
tive of the United Kingdom to the United 
Nations, 

1 have. &c. 

W. H MONTAGU-POLLOCK 
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EY 1102, 13 No. 14 

ECONOMIC POLICY OF THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT 

Mr. M&ntugu-Foi/ock to Mr. Bevin. \Rvceived 23rd October) 


I No. 165 E. Confidential! Damascus, 

Sir, 10 //j October* 1950. 

The Syrian Prime Minister, Nazim Qudsi, 
gave me on 3rd October an extensive review 
of his economic policy, in which he ex¬ 
pressed great confidence in Syria's economic 
future. It was evident from what he said 
that he was taking a close personal interest 
in the country’s economic affairs, which 
were being placed in a position of first 
importance in the general policy of his 
Government. I would like to give you a 
summary of his remarks since it may give 
a useful picture of the social and economic 
policy which he is actively pursuing whilst 
playing an extremely cautious hand in his 
political dealings. In fact, the weakness, 
and willingness to compromise, which he 
has shown in the relationships with the 
Syrian army leaders would to some extent 
be justified if the resulting absence of overt 
political strife could be used to set Syria on 
the road towards economic and social pro¬ 
gress from which future political upheavals 
would be less likely to divert her. 

2. Dr, Qudsi said that Syria had more 
reason to be optimistic about her economic 
future than any other Arab country. Not 
only did she have sufficient undeveloped 
fertile laud for a steadily expanding popula¬ 
tion, but die had a people w ho were willing 
and capable of exploiting their opportune 
lk> He gave as instances the rapid expan¬ 
sion uf the annual wheat crop in north-east 
Syria which resulted from the restriction of 
wheat imports on the outbreak of war in 
Vm and the remarkable increase in cotton 
production (Ids year, which he hoped might 
be multiplied as much as five times in next 
year s harvest. I hese substantial increases 
in production showed the adaptability of the 
Syrian agriculturist in meeting changing 
current demand; the war-time increase in 
wheat production had been achieved with¬ 
out outside help and despite wholly inade¬ 
quate mechanical aids. He spoke with 
pride about the degree of mechanisation 
now achieved m the Jezireh, even making 
the doubtful claim that the number of 
tractors per given area of land was as great 
as anywhere in the world, lie added that 
there w as every sign of a drift of population 
hack to the Und in certain areas, and that 


he thought that this was a healthy sign- 1 
do not think he is unaware of the advantages 
of a contented agricultural population as 
opposed to a discontented industrial one in 
combating communism, 

3 I he Prime Minister's confidence 
extended into (he sphere of economic rela¬ 
tions with the Lebanon. He said that the 
break with the Lebanon had been fully 
justified by results and that Syria, which had 
on several occasions offered complete eco¬ 
nomic unity with the Lebanon, bad now 
withdrawn (he offer. The agio between the 
currencies of the two countries had steadily 
fallen from some 30 per cent in favour of 
Lebanese currency to a present level of 
I per cent- In two months the agio might 
well move in favour of Syrian currency'. 
Moreover, as a result of the improved eco¬ 
nomic situation and also of Syrian restric¬ 
tions on the practice of import through 
Lebanese middle-men, Aleppo, which was 
traditionally the trading centre of Syria, has 
benefited at the expense of Beirut and a 
number of Syrian merchants who used to 
work in Beirut have now resumed business 
in Aleppo and Damascus, Faced with this 
state of affairs the Lebanese Government 
might well conclude that there was a danger 
of economic domination by Syria and might 
therefore he tempted to work to overthrow 
his Government, He had therefore warned 
them that it was not the present Govern¬ 
ment which was responsible for Syria's 
present economic policy but the unanimous 
will of the Syrian people, which would not 
be affected by political changes. 

4. The break with the Lebanon had 
stimulated Syrian industry. Certain Syrian 
textile mills were now working twenty-four 
hours a day. He did not wish the measures 
of protection which (he Government were 
now' giving to industry to benefit only the 
producer*™ He was therefore ensuring that 
Government assistance to industry was used 
to the advantage of the consumer. When 
the textile industry had wished to raise its 
prices he had warned it that it must expect 
less protection if it were to do so. If there 
was any tendency on the part of local 
industry to exploit the consumer he would 
open the market to foreign produce. This 
threat usually proved effective. The sugar 
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industry had asked for a Government loan 
which had only been granted on the under¬ 
standing that the price of its products would 
become subject to Government supervision. 

5, The effect of the break with the 
Lebanon was also noticeable on the port of 
LaUakia. The volume of goods passing 
through the port was now equivalent to 
what the Gibb Report had estimated might 
be achieved ten years after the time of 
writing. I am doubtful of the accuracy of 
this remark since l am informed that traffic 
passing through the port during the past 
twelve months has amounted to 220,000 
tons, wiiereas I understand that the Gibb 
Report on the Lattakia port mentions a 
somewhat higher figure. Although he 
wished the Government to hold the majority 
of the shares in the enterprise, since he was 
convinced that it would bring in good 
returns, he proposed to give private interests 
a further opportunity of investment in it, 
though he would not press them in any way. 
His object in doing this was to ensure the 
lying up of a reasonable amount of vested 
interests in the port's future. 

6. The development of the Ghah Valley 
would need very careful study. One of the 
first problems was to find the necessary 
finance and it was for this and for other 
projects that he had approached the Inter¬ 
national Bank of Reconstruction and 
Development, the Prime Minister felt sure 
that political considerations entered into the 
bank's decisions and for tin is reason lie 
enquired whether I would request His 
Majesty's Government to use their influence 
to persuade the bunk to grant Syria's appli¬ 
cation for a loan. In reply, 1 told Dr. Qudsi 
that I hud reason to believe that the bank 
was already anxious to help the Syrian 
Government, provided (he latter could sub¬ 
mit a business-like proposition, Thai was 
apparently the reason for Mr. Lngerts 
recent visit to Damascus. At the same time 
it was for the very reason that the bank was 
a financial and not a political organisation 
that it was bound to insist upon suitable 
assurances before granting a loan, much as 
a private hank would do. If it failed to do 
so its reputation would be quickly destroyed. 
I therefore suggested that whai was needed 
was, not pressure from His Majesty's 
Government, hut that the Syrian Govern¬ 
ment should give careful consideration, to 
the manner of their approach to the bunk. 
Possibly, I suggested, then might be well 
advised to consult a financial expert as 
regards the formulation of I his approach. 
The Prime Minister replied that the Syrian 


Government had already forwarded to the 
bank a number of Sir A. Gibb and Com¬ 
pany’s reports. 1 am somewhat concerned 
about this as the Syrian Government, having 
in the past suspected the bank of being an 
agent of international Jewry, now seem to 
be pinning on to it their main hopes for the 
economic development of the country. If 
they open their mouths too widely and in loo 
many directions at the same time, or remain 
convinced that the bank can help them as 
soon as it is politically willing to do so, they 
will doubtless let themselves in for a rebuff, 
and this may result in their reverting to their 
previous suspicions of the bank’s motives 
l understand that two representatives of the 
bank are due here shortly* and 1 trust that 
any risk of future misunderstandings will be 
removed on that occasion. 

7, Development of the Ghuh Valley by 
the State or by a public corporation should 
not involve great difficulty, the Prime 
Minister continued, because only 10 per 
cent, of the area was privately owned. 
Ownership in the Jeztreh was a more com¬ 
plicated problem and he was urging the 
completion of the cadastral survey. In the 
meantime the new Constitution provided 
that a limit should be set to the size of any 
individual land holding. He was anxious 
to encourage agricultural development and 
for this purpose had authorised the Agricul¬ 
tural Bank to issue credit to farmers for 
specific purposes up to a limit of £ Syr. 10 
million. He denied that the present Syrian 
policy of making loans and credits available 
to agriculture and industry might have an 
inflationary effect. He thought that there 
was no danger of inflation in Syria so long 
as the Treasury held such considerable 
stocks of foreign currency. Syrian exports 
were increasing every year and adding to her 
currency reserves and there was reason for 
cautious optimism in assessing ihe country’s 
balance of payments position in the near 
future. The volume of currency in circula¬ 
tion was not large when compared with the 
volume of Syrian exports, and could prob¬ 
ably be increased with profit without danger 
to its value on (he international markets. 

8. As for the danger of political instability 
impeding economic development the Prime 
Minister said that he was pressing forward 
urgently with the creation of the Higher 
Economic Council demanded by the new 
Constitution and he hoped to be able to 
Announce the composition of the Council in 
ihe very near future. The creation of this 
Council would assure more continuity in 
economic development which would to some 












extent be removed from the sphere of future 
political vagaries. 

9. The Prime Minister's confidence in 
Syria’s economic future is not altogether 
unwarranted and I am inclined to the 
opinion that, given the opportunity of a 
stable and progressive Government for a 
\ear or two, and provided wheat and cotton 
prices do not fall heavily, it should be pos¬ 
sible for the country to achieve a large 
measure of economic and financial stability. 
Syria is essentially an agricultural country 
and it is generally accepted that her well¬ 
being is largely dependent on bringing under 
the plough to an increasing extent the 
undeveloped areas of the north. Progress 
in this direction has been apparent in recent 
years by the increase in the production of 
cereals and cotton, and the satisfactory out¬ 
come of this year s harvest will undoubtedly 
stimulate interest amongst farmers in 
pursuing this policy. The annual produc¬ 
tion of raw cotton.Which was formerly no 
more than about 8,000 tons, rose in 1949 to 
22,000 tons and provided an exportable 
surplus of 7,000 tonsL Encouraged by the 
good financial return from this crop, a much 
farmer area of cotton was placed under 
cultivation, and this year's harvest—accord¬ 


ing to an official statement by the Ministry 
of Agriculture -should provide an export¬ 
able surplus of 25,000 tons valued in terms 
of sterling at about £3 million. Last year s 
cotton exports brought m the equivalent of 
about £500.000* 

10. As regards the benefits derived since 
the break with the Lebanon last March, 
customs receipts alone .ire stated b> the 
Direct or-Gen era! of Customs to lie already 
higher than the annual amount which Syria 
formerly received as her share from the 
Common Customs Union, which is to some 
extent accounted for by the stricter control 
now maintained over transit irallic and the 
consequent diminution in smuggling. Other 
measures taken by the Government in 
making it necessary for foreign currency 
derived from exports to be brought into the 
country has greatly enhanced her foreign 
exchange position, and during the past two 
months the Syrian pound in relation to other 
foreign currencies has much improved. 

1L 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to His Majesty's Representatives at Cairo 
ami Beirut and to the Head of the British 
Middle East Office, 

1 have, &c. 

W H. MONTAGU-KM.LOCK, 
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TURKISH INFLUENCE IN SYRIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. Montagu-Pollock m Mr. Benin. I fiecei'-r.l 16 ih October I 


(Mo. I64 Confidential) Damascus, 

Sir, IO//i October, 1950. 

In paragraph 6 of his despatch Mo, 228 
of 15th August His Majesty’s Ambassador 
at Ankara expresses the conviction that the 
Turkish Government would be willing to 
support His Majesty’s Government in their 
efforts to convince the Arab Governments 
of! he dangers and needs of the international 
nil cat ion on any occasion where such 
support might prove effective 

2. Syrian feeling towards Turkey is at 
present made up of u curious blend of 
respect and dislike The Syrians recognise 
Turkish courage in standing up to Soviet 
pressure and admire the country's political 
unity. They were also impressed by the 
free and democratic way in which the recent 
Turkish elections were conducted, At the 
same lime they are unable to forget that 
the Arab States at one time formed part of 
the Turkish Empire and that since achieving 
their independence they have not succeeded 


in building themselves an international 
reputation in any way comparable with that 
of the young Turkish Republic. In her 
relations with Turkey I think it would be 
fair to say that Syria suffers from a slight 
inferiority complex. 

3. The recent tussle between Turkey and 
the Lebanon Tor a scut on the Security 
Council has probably caused a momentary 
set-back as regards Turkey’s relations with 
the Arab States, though I suspect that both 
Turkey and Syria regard Egypt as mainly 
responsible lor Lebanese insistence on pre¬ 
senting a candidate. A more permanent 
source of ill-feeling between Syria and 
Turkey, however* is the question of 
sovereignly over the district of Alexan¬ 
dria. line Syrians do not feel that the 
French Government had any right to sign 
an agreement as Mandatory Power which 
resulted in the annexation of Alexundnetta 
by Turkey. They still fed so bitterly about 
tli in that no amicable settlement by which 
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they would resign themselves to the loss of 
the port would seem to be possible in present 
circumstances. At the same time the 
Syrian Government arc careful not to 
labour this point, and my Turkish col¬ 
league, who approves of the present 
Government, has described their policy as 
being “ realistic," 

4. Relations on the frontier between the 
two countries arc reasonably good and are 
improving. I am informed that the two 
Governments recently decided to put into 
operation a system agreed between the 
Turkish Government and the French 
Mandatory Power, though not ratified by 
the French Parliament, whereby nationals 
of either country who had crossed into the 
other country and were found within fifty 
miles of the frontier are repatriated without 
extradition formalities. On reading the 
despatch under reference it occurred to me 
that these good relationships at an admini¬ 
strative level might make it possible Tor the 
two Governments to exchange views at the 
same level on matters such as the effects of 
the propagation of communism and the 
activities of the Kurdish Nationalists which 
affect the frontier region of both countries. 

I now learn from the Turkish Legation here 
that an exchange of information on com¬ 
munism is proposed. 3 would not, however, 
be too optimistic about the practical value 
of this exchange in view of the state of 
the Syrian machinery for combating 
communism. 

5. When 1 recently sounded my Turkish 
colleague, who is not a very impressive 


personality, on the possibility of an increase 
of Turkish influence in the direction of 
encouraging the Arab States, and Syria m 
particular, to face up to the Communist 
menace, he replied that the first step was 
for the Western Powers, in consultation with 
Turkey, to formulate a common policy 
towards the Middle Bast* thereby bearing 
out the suggestion in paragraph 5 of the 
despatch under reference that ihe l urks see 
themselves us the senior local partner in a 
defensive system created by Britain and 
America. But when I questioned him as to 
what common policy he hud in mind, it was 
evident that he had not thought the matter 
out. 

6. In conclusion, 1 would say that the 
possibility of Turkish influence in Syrian 
affairs is increasing slowly, but is. still some¬ 
what small Such influence can, perhaps, 
best be exercised at the present time through 
agreements Tor exchanges of information 
between officials m or near the frontier zones 
on the lines referred to in paragraph 4 
above. Should it, however, at any time be 
considered desirable to associate the Turkish 
Government with any demarche to the 
Syrian Government, 1 would anticipate a 
co-operative attitude on the part of my 
Turkish colleague, with whom I am on 
friendly terms.. 

7. l am sending copies of this despatch 
to the recipients of the despatch under 
reference. 

I have, &c 

W. H. M ON TA G U - POL LOC K. 
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EY 1012/1 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN SYRIA 

\/ r v/im fo Mr. Youwg^r. L/JtfettVfti 7?/? /wfyj 


{No. !0L Secret} Damascus. 

Sk 3rd /ufy, i9>0. 

With reference io my despatch No, 124 
of 22nd September. 1949, I have ihc honour 
in transmit to you herewith my revised 
report on the leading personalities in Syria 
I have. &c. 


Enclosure 


Leading Person*Dd« in M* 

Ispix 

1. A'as, Shakir a! 

2. Abb**, Munir. . 

3 . Abouehar. Suleyman Sylva.ui, 

4. Aflaq* Mich cl. . 

? Ahmed, Mohamet Sukmun. al. 
f, \ 3 tti, Abdul Kerim. 

7 AilartU Munir. 

« AfctHS. Michel, 
q AkxatvdnKi 111. Tahhan, 

10 AnuJki. Naim. , r B 

II, Aptnui I Mar Ignatius - Earntni. 

12 Arminin Ns jib. 

\} Arskm. Amir Add. 

14. Assali. Sahci. 

15. Afflknm. Fathalia. 

If,. Aljsvs, AUrwti. 

17 Auv,;, Feidi 
S 8 A^sm. Huh hem ul 
19. Mich. Abdullah. 

-5jx \ui\b Amir "■ 

21 Atr^t,: SoiUBi Ko H>m«a *“*» * 
22. Avcsh. Md Mohammed el, 

21. A/in, Abdurraliiran at. 

24 . Aim, Kim led a! 

25, A/-inch. Add 

26, AjmaJh. Nabih al. 

27. BahL NaajHJuh, 

24, Daedish* Killed. 

29 RiiVn, A»»d* 
so, RaUE Fuu*i cl 

11 Barafi. HliUU. 

22 ^ Hamu bijjh Agha. . 

33, Riirnuild, Mustafa Hilnu 

34, Baimadn. Rashid. 

35 , RiifwLi. Fakhri. 

36 Hilar. Sakh ed Din 

37 . Rukhatl, Navsouh at. 

38 D&hofl cl HidL Sheikh 
30 . Dihf, Ha| Sami Sajtrm &l 

40 Dtndashi, \h Abdul Karim. 

41 ’ DnwaUbt. Maruf, 

42. Funs*. Narir. 

43 , Fa raj Mohammed cl Sh«kh. 
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44 . l-'jlavah. Mohanted at- 

45. Four. Fa'ur Amir. 

4*. Ghazzi, Said al 

47. Hdtar, Luili 

48. Hajjo Agh.i HasMi*. 

49. Hakim. Nassau Bey al, 

50. Hakim. Hikmcl cl. 

5 :!. Ha Labi. Fuad, 

52. Hjntfeh. Aral. 

53. Hariri. Mohamad Kheir. 

54. Hariri. WjOibi d 

55. Haicm. Dr. Anwar. 

56. H awash, A*ijf- 

57. H avail. 

53 . HiliTd, Shdikli Ahhwd at. 

59, Hiniirh. Grcgoirt- 
(VI, Hinnawi. Colonel Sami. 

61. Hiraki, HikmU- 

62. Homsy. Edmond- 

63. Houtaai. Akrj.ni, 

64. HubLd. Yulianna - 

65. H «n-iid 1 Mohamet) Hi 

66 Huraiki. Bishop. IfcuuLios- 

67. ibish, Nuri a I 

hi, tbai >11 fcjxha. Khalil Bey, 

69. Sfigliii. U®am. 

70, Ishaq, Said Bey. 

71, Jahi. I>r, Rushdi, 

72. Jabri. Ihsan Iky al. 

73 Jabri. Me id ed Dirt Bey. 

74 Jabbara, Hassan Bey 
75, Jandah. [>r l arhan. 

76 Jncid. Mohanwtl 

77. Kabliara, Sami. 

78. Kid am. Akram. 

79. Kmlaru. Sksadi (Shami Pir}, 

80. Kallas, Babi}. 

81. Kay all, Abdurrahman. 

S2. Ketau, Rudolphe. 

83, Kcfcbiii, Rushdi 

84 Khankan, Riia’at, UcuL-ColoneL 

83. Kbaiib. Bahlj Bey al. _ 

86 Khalib. Mohamad Subhr 

87. Khalib. Zaki al. 

88. Khoja, Hamid. 

89. Khtuiri. Fares al. 

90. KhtHiri, Fain it 

91. Kifli, Ah -il. 

92. Kifti, Ibmhiin. 

93. L.ian. Mikhael Michel. 

94 Mtauarani. M'kIu! Nadi Ben Abdullah. 

65. MaaiHraoi. Naj Suklman. 

%. Mibasin. Said. 

97. Muloyan. I Irani. Colonel, 

98. Marastili, Maj Faleh at, 

99. Mardam. Haidar Bey, 

{00. Mardam, Jamil. 

101. Maimer dm Abdul Muhscn el Jarba, Sheikh. 

102. Milki. \bdul Wahhab cl. 

103 Mukm, AbtluJ Qiider el. 

104 Nlilqi. Rail. 

105- Mirw, fihaleh 

I i.'Ki Moha earned. Said A eh* el. 
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307. Mubarak. Muhammad, 

UftL MudarreSv Mcbnmcd Khalil 

109. Muhaaon, Fuad. 

110. Mujhem ben MuhatdL Amir, 

111. Murahet. Jawad d 

112. Murad, Leon. 

IP, Murtici, Fanil. 

] 14. Munched, Sheikh, RilaiL 
115, Numv. Damad Ahmed, 

Hb Nizam ed Din, Abdul Bsmi, 

1 ] 7. OuiEimi. Qqla, 

SIS. Qutfmatii, Abdul Ghana 

119. Qudrnini. Fuad. 

120. QuJ.si. Njjam. 

121. Ouwaili, Shukri. 

122. Ray css. Munir al. 

123. fcayess. Sin jib eL 

124. RiiTiby, Ali Haidar. 

125. Rifui’i, Ahmed. 

126. Sabah. Dr, Hosni. 

127 Sihnaoui. Jean. 

J2S. Said, Amin, 

129 Suvenh. Mmiidos IV. 

HO Sclvu. Hans Ren Gciub. 

Pi- Sebat. sheik it Mustafa al. 

132. Sha'alar, Amir Fiwwaz. 

133. Shalhoub, Dr. George. 

134. Sha cinch. Ccw^q. 

135 SciaraEuh. Ahmed, 

33b Sh..:>isb. Abdul Karim. F.ruir 
P7. Shehabi. Amir R.ifojal al. 
l?¥ Shchabi. Amir Mustafa, 

139, Sherjf, ihsan, 

I4i'i, Sbishakly. Licu(_-G>bmcl Adibt, 

141. Shretah. AMuJ Oader. 

142. Sittawi. Wadi'. 

143 Silo, Colonel Faw n. 

344 Stall, Mer. Gcorgis 
145. Sulh. AM al. ' 

I4<’ S’urur, Sheris Huwif e|„ 

147, Talks, Asadi. 

14S. Urfi. Sheikh Said 
IJ4, Yaiiji, TcsofiiCj. 

150 Yusuf, vi L i|inmed Said at 
PI, Zain cd Dim Farid, 

I. Vas, Shakir al 

Age about 45. Moslem. Studied cwci-cnrics in 
America and Fftmet and has been connected with 
various industrial projects in Syria. Cuunscllur al 
the Syrian Legaiiini m Pam I *>45 —ifs prominent 
mem be: of the Popukn Party and editor of the 
party ^rgaii Ei Shank, which* after ;i brief reappear¬ 
ance during the autumn of 1 L >49. ceased to publish 
a% ,-i resuh of the army's coup of December 1949. 
Hcctcd (o Consdtueni Assembly in 1949 as Deputy 
for ChmciLri, Minkier of NjfmruJ Ferniorm and 
Agriculture in the Cabinet formed bv Nazim Quid 
on 4rb June, 1950. 

F ■■‘‘dsl to Eiave Lcfiish lendcndcs and to be an 

2- thtiiiv Munir 

Etorn a horn IMS, Of g,*wf Alawite ktally 
Ehmh« of Siiawkjc Abbas. Mohafl* of Akwttcs. 
Vr clJ edtiLHicd in Ffatus flaw) Minister of Public 
work', ind of Posts and 1 degmphi ill Has&an a I 
Hakun Goseranicnt (September 1941 in April 1 r t42)„ 
asrain m llusiii U.inri Goinnrucnl (April 1942 to 
January lV43i and again in JciauJ Uishi Government 
3 "h iiolI 1947. Vers cnleltigertl and for come years 
active]) intrigued against the Centra] Govemment, 
was unsuccessful in the election'* for the Constituent 
A'-vemhly in November 1944, 

3. Abwbr, Suleyman Sshalm 

Born Damascus a bom 1890. Greek Orthodox, 
Received his secomkr, education as » civil engineer 
in Louvain, Belgium Has had experience in 


Mexico. Chief engineer of the Public Works 
Department, South Syria, transferred August 1944 
as I ns peel lh of Public Wt.uk-*. Represented Syria 
on Communication Committee of Arab League in 
February 1947. Speaks French anti English. Intelli¬ 
gent, capable, straight, k interested in farming and 
in the glass and sugar indti-siries. Ho [-tempered and 
dislikes Ixhug contradicted. Co-operated fuJK with 
British army on their arrival in Syria and dealt very 
honestly wuh them. Retired on pension at his own 
tt^Usst in May 1949, 

4. A% Mklici 

Born about i■> 10. A Christian Had University 
education in i ranee where he obi lined a " licence 
in history While in E a unv contributed to .i Com- 
mum.'.!-controll-ed magazine. Qii return to Syria 
laught history in a secondary school and continued 
to submit Cnmittu rustic articles to she prow, Eel 
1938-40 he gathered ai .■•unci him n band of students 
over whom he had absolute influence and gave them 
a special '.erse; of Joel tires designed to furnish (hem 
with background for an approach to a Communist 
interpretation of Arab politics. 1 hese students 
formed the nucleus of the fk'ath el Arab] (Arab 
Renaissance) Party which he founded in l-ku with 
the as.dstancc of Salahedihn Bnar who has remained 
Ilia lieutenant ever since. Stood unsuccessfully with 
Hi tar for election to Parliament in J 4, 4 A ; his election 
pamphlets at this time opposeJ tlie m^seriallsm of 
Use Communists, fr 1944. haviinc resigned hi& post 
as ic ithcr. he gave a Series of lectures Hater pub¬ 
lished in Hk.iI form! in which lie mainl ined lhai 
Communism i;- inapplicable in Moslem countries. 
Arrested tn 1945 fot eritidstn of Shukri Quwaih he 
supported OuwiUy lor ,i short tmie in his opposi¬ 
tion lo tEic French Mandatory power, lie was again 
unsuccessful en die 3947 elections. He |hen in 1948, 
Opposed Qu a a Ely's election for a second term to Uie 
presidency, He successively favoured and opposed 
lhe Zaire regime of April August F349 and was setri 
Eo prison whence he was reEcascd upop; puhELnuon 
of a recunuitinn umE of his dcEcrminatlon to leave 
pohlies. FliI hitting the overthrow of Zaire in August 
1949 he was appainlctt Minister of Education in 
Ifjslnm Atari's Cabinet Resigned in November 
1949 am I a: Un- sjmc lime withdrew lus candidature 
for the second non-Moslem scat in Damascus at iFvc 
elections for the Constituent Assertiblv. He and hts 
party have lost ground since then. 

5, Ahmed. Mohamet Suleimnn nl 

AUwite, An Arab poet known as " Batlawi et 
^ c ,. I " ^ rti ‘ s :,c ^ 1 '■ 1 1 Sqikratist and secretary to 
Ali Kinj in the Dcpanm-em of the Interior in the 
lebel Ajawjie, hut. Lfuarrcllinf. with the French over 
their administration, became a Nationalist member 
of Syrian Parliament for Banal-, 1937. Went to 
Iraq in 1434 as professor of Arabic, Violently 
anti-French andi belpeved lo have supported Rashid 
Ali Keiiani against the British. Returned: to Syria in 
I '>41 anil wav elected Deputy Tor the Qm oi Latakia 
1 L> 43 and 3^47. and Secretary of Chamber of 
Deputies 

fr. Vvitli. Abdul kerfm 

Born I At i,t, Bdockied m Dflsm*Neu\ but while 
ttill a sfutk-m was stmlcnccd to five years' imprison* 
ment following the Crane Coramisston rnddcnr? and 
fled to Transjordan, where he mci King AIL whom 
he accompanied to (he Hrdji/. Returned to 
Damascus in 1927; principal of the Ulmiycb College 
1929-39. R«1 to Raydad to ptenpc arrest by the 
French, but relumed in 1941, Kainuikam of TWm.i 
3 941-45. Dimior of Police, Damascus. April 1945 
to May 1946. during which period he was on verv 
friendly terms with the officers of the British M]|i'_ 
tary Security Mission and proved very eo-operative 
Mohafcz of Dera' I94K-47, Appoinled Mohafci of 


Hama December I94S. Wfts a leading member of 
the League of National Action and, consequenliy* 
works in close harmony with the President and the 
National Party. He is j close friend of Shukrt 
Ouwath Appointed Director of I'riba! Control in 
July 1949. 

7 . Ajkaui* lEunir 

Son of Darwish AJlani. Horn. Dama^un 1910. 
Studied in France, where he graduated as doctor of 
law Author of a book on Syrian Constitution. 
HlceEcd Deputy 193*. .\t outset of Nationalist 
riigime Ire, with Scil ed Dm Ms rnoun. Ahmad 
Sana man and Mohamcd Sarraj, tn^nised the ‘ Iron 
Shirts' 1 lan organiiiaiioa based on Na/i Brown 
Shirts! and was one of the commander* until ii wms 
taken over by Nizhai ManiJuk 1937. Soon after, 
the rtldvemeat was suppressed by French following 
disorders in Aleppo and L.at.ikta. 

Uthitugh his age had been amended by Nationa- 
lists to enable him to became Deputy (minimum 301. 
be bitterly opposed Nationalists in FarlianteiU In 
|93* he and Zeki d Khutib ss ere arrested and tried 
lor writing j manifesto attacking Naticmaliit Govern¬ 
ment. but were actjuiiEed, 

When Dr Shatihardar returned to Syria, Ajlam 
supporteJ him and remained one of bis inn mates 
until Sh.ihbjtularN murder in July 1940. when he 
gradually ceased his connexion with the party. 

In September I ‘>41 lie was appointed head of 
Sheikh Twj cd DmN seen?ta list, and when on 17th 
April, 3’42. Cabiiiel w,i•. rvshufllect Sheikh taj made 
him Minister of newly created Ministry of Youth and 
Propaganda in tire Government of Husui Banm. 
Was a member of Jerri I Ulshi s Government 
(January 1943 to March I943J, occupying the same 
Ministrj. the name of which was changed to 
Ministry of Social Affairs (January l943i. Married 
on 20th Augusi, i l >42. ibe d.iueliter of Sheikh Taj:, 
Appointed lecturer in Roman law at Damascus Uni- 
verrity, M.ireh 1943 Professor of Law College 
1945 , Deputy for Dama-wu^ J'H7. Minister of 
iiduCalJtta m Jamil ManiamN. vreomj Government 
Ctelober 1947 Member of Syrian Ddcgalian eo 
A rab League Conference in Beirut tXtuber 1947. 

Conceited individual vacillating yet obstinate. 
Imprisoned by Zulus for publishing a pro-Hashernite 
article. Is considered a good speaker by Atabs. 

litoctcd .ii tn Independent m the ConslitUeru 
Assembly in November 1949, 

S. vkr.ii. Michi-1 

Maroniie Arehbi^hop of Aleppo, Bom 3.S77 
Lduoated in the Moronm? College :u Rdren Con- 
t-tra’ed British (. od^uliite strchivcv during tin- war of 
1 91 j. is. Probably the most sincere prelate in the 
Aleppo .udi, bui neither hi> hesitlh nor irnlueuce is 
strong now. He h.ipe-s M the comiouaDOfi of Huro- 
pcan indue nee in Syria. 

9. \h?tundms 111. l.ihhun 

Born in tbrnascus in 1869, where he was eduoited 
in iEjc Greek Orihodov School His brilUanee and 
his stcadinew led to bis being sent to the Eoetesiasii- 
cj! College in Constantinople. In ES94he returned 
lo Damascus uud two years lurer went to 
religion* academy in Kiev. Studied for j Few year*, 
in VUistV'W in I9<>3 in- was appointed R^hop of 
Adamt arid Tursub, but wm\ b.ulb received by the 
fXipnbEion then and resigned in IIn 190S he 
was appointed Bishop of Tripoli and remained there 
until |93ri, when nf was elected Patriarch of 
Damascus by ilu- Damuscte, electors hut not by 
otlier mciubers of the electoral ^iltegc. who elected 
Arviiiirtv, Bishop of Laiakta. A schism resulted and 
Hie three ocher patriarchs lAlcxundria. t onsuntj- 
nople and Jervuialcm) sent representmiive to con¬ 
duct an enquiry into the election. They Anally gave 
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their tipi nice in favour of -Mesuudros. Ihe schism, 
however, pervisted until (he dt-alli of Arxanios in 
1932. Abandws Has been criticised for his weak 
handling ol ihc Epiphamos revolt in 1935, which 
resulted in the forrncKioU of an independent chure'i 
in Latukia in E936. This independent comntumty 
cjs.is.ecv 1 until 1939, when the French High Com¬ 
missioner threatened to declare ii lElc^al 5ince that 
dale Lpipharticv and the Patnareh have been 
reconciled The Italian attack on Greece tn 1940 
brought Alexandras into the open as an outspoken 
suppurttr of the Greek cause in spite of the presence 
in Ssria of an Italian Armistice Cbramis-vion and in 
spite of the pro-Axis leaning, of the French Vichy 
authorities. As he supported the Greeks, so fie 
supported the Allied cause under ihc same circum¬ 
stances. Tire traditional Russian support enjoyed 
bv the Orthodox Church in Syria having ceased in 
1 917, the OrtWm *. immunity under Alewvndmi 
has drawn nearer i" the Modem S.nan Goveriimenl 
and. on the whole Fun Her away from the Latin 
Christian community which has enjoyed the pro- 
teciiofli of the French Mandatory. Alemndriw main- 
tains rduuons with the Anglican ( liureh both in 
ierasaSem and m liny bud. Wlictt the Governnserrt 
t»f the C.S.S.R, acknrwvIcJgcd the Russian Orthodos 
Church in 1941 42 he began u cor respond mice Willi 
thi' I'alriarcb Sereei. and uuended ihc election, cere¬ 
monies in Mo.veow uf the Parti itch m January 1945. 
Duel not interfere iti internaS politics. but leans that 
any nationalist regime may harm the irvicrests of 
the Christian minorities and lias been reported in be 
suMqjrtible lo Ru-sian blandish ments Pleasant ami 
cultivated, 

10'. AaEnkL Naim 

Born Aleppo 1900. Educated in Amcncim 
University. Beirut. Greek Orthodox 4 lawyer, he 
formerly worked wii3i Maitrc Louis / ude and was 
at one ’time Dcin '.?F the Order of Barristers at 
ASeppi' Has visited India. -Svcretary ui the Syrian 
delegation in Paris for the conclusion of the Franco- 
Syrian Ircaiy. On hi- return lie Isccamc, m July 
1937, Director for Foreign Affairs, hut resigned in 
Dcocuiber 19 *7. being dissatisfied with ttte way in 
which he was ignored by Eiis Moslem col leu l jCS 
whenever importanL decisions wi're to be taken. 
Took no part in politics from fall of Nationalist 
Government (19391 until seketed as. Mtnsstcr for 
Provisiotvai Govenimem uf Ala Bey Ayoubi. in 
whieh he held Miublrirt fnr Foreign Affeuft atidi 
Public Work'. (March 194.^-August 194?). I levied 
Deputy for Damascm, whither Ite had ollkcdly 
(Eranifccred Eus domicile, ill 1943. hut for m>ny 
months t^wk no active part :ji p>ihtscs as a result of 
temperury Hv>s of eyesight through overwork, 
Minbtcr nl (-inLiiice. April 1945 to \ugust, in I'aics 
Kisoun A second Government fqsv,}; member of 
Syrian detonation lu Uniced Nasiun*. Conference lii 
S ail Frandsco. April 3 "15, Minritei «-i Finance .md 
Acting Miitis-ccr of Public Works in Saadulliih 
Jabril GovemmenL (c/.c ). September 1945. but 
resigned December 1*^5 Minister for Foreign 
Atlairs in Jamil Mariam's First GovcmutenL 
December 1944 until April E947 

Is lawyer «F Syrian Petroleum Company. Middle 
Fait Pipe Lines '.md of Syrian iGnk. W'iis lawyer 
of laphnc bwl w-as not employed during the /aim 
regime because he was said to get on badly with 
Husrsi Zaim G, 1 v.l whom he defended unsuccessfully 
when he was court-mirttallcd in 1941, Successfully 
helped Middle East Pipe Line- lo secure their way 
lease ar.d refltiery contentions in June 1 949. ]Ja* 
been member of Syrian ddegation at .everal United 
Nitkors Cortfcreocev ami at many Arab League 
meeiiiU’v Altended 1 nter-Parltaaientary Union Con* 
gres> m Stockholm ;ti September 1949 as a Syrian 
delegate. Futnicrh an ardent Nationalist, Ills views 
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ate now considerably more moderate although be 
retains his great admiration and friendship for Jifllil 
Maoism. Very well educated. a tremendous worker 
and straightforward and sincere. Well disposed 
towards British. Speaks Lnds^b and French. Per¬ 
sonally rather mean Hut iidps the Christian com¬ 
munity. 

11, Apbracn I. \Jar ; I tar- Uni 

Syrian Orthodox (Jacobite) Patriarch of Antioch. 
&orn I WSJ Educated by Use Don sinkaftS at Mosul 
Jrtd received! into the Roman Caiholk Commumon. 
Subsequently reverted to hi$ original Ulsurcli and 
was ordamed in it Became patriarch with residence 
81 Homs 1SI32 His community extends over 
the Middle hast rind India * whence he draw's con¬ 
siderable funds). Very awirtr of his OWr importance 
arid that of his Church Like most Levant church- 
men. mingles politics with religion. 

12, Amianq/i, Najih 

Born About SSJtm From H-ante Docraur en 
Droit i "it litre dY'lianger"] of Pari*. Way private 
secretary to President Abed, and so anathema to 
Taj e*l Din. who pervaded Jc Martel to oblige Abed 
to |-ei rrd of him. Now 10Q per cent NstionaSsL 
Appointed private secretary to P/midetu 'vtassi in 
1937. On the resignation of President Atasss f'Juty 
19341 remained unemployed until appointed Secre- 
tary-Geneml to President Quwaih, August 1943. Is 
brother-in-law of Jamil Mardam Bcy + with whom, 
however, he is not on jjood i^nu- Appointed 
Minister Plenipotentiary it> Great Britain. Poland 
and t>cdn'r-.h'5i r alcb l January I94F Syrian repfe- 
sent.tLive on Preliminary Committee for United 
Nation* Organisation and member of Syrian dele¬ 
gation. to United Nations Organisation meeting in 
London, November 1445. abo appointed Minister lo 
Sweden Septembct J 447 He is not generally core- 
sidcred to have made a succevi of his. mission, and 
iv.t;, recalled from London in June 1449. Appointed 
S', rian Minister to India in March 3 950. 

13, Ar'ihmi, Amir Adel 

Bom about Igyu A Dru.se from the Lebanon 
(brother oJ Shclcib Anlan, r/.i.». Was pro- Turk in 
the War of 191-5 IS and held a Karmakamsbip in 
the Lebanon. M.-mber of the Party uf Ijul-pendcuec 
1934-20, Took an active pan ui the rebellion al 
19.15-26 -nid was eewdemned to tk id: by the French, 
Amnestied in 1937. ] spelled from Egypt m 1931 

aftci anti-Italian agitations. Used fur some years 
in Iraq. Accompanied Syrian Prime Minister 
tn Paris in 3 937 | t i discuss ratification .if i-rani»- 
Syxittn fifitt}-, .trkJ subsequently returned tn Syria, 
where he received a warm welcome. Mas several 
times visited die United, Kingdom, win;re he has 
bustnes. interest-, and where he was connected with 
Arab centre, Figured on the Palestine Rl.ick Lilt 
) 1437 jru! 1939). Worked with von HcnlLji and 
Ru'.m from beginning of year 1941 lo arrival of Allies 
tn Syria. June 1941 r when he fled to Turkey, where 
he is believed to have maintained etmhd with Syria. 
Is stated to have ined to put Druses against A Hits, 
In October 1941 became head of " Free Syrian 
Government” created by Vichy Returned to Syria 
•fie: ihe intervention of the President of live Republic 
in 1945 with tftc Allied Security authorities: 
appointed Minister Plcnipncjitiiaiy to Brazil Januarv 
U J 4f- Inn did not proceed Minister of ! d treat ion in 
.Saadull i ti Jahri's third Governiucrti June 19*16. 
Mdtowr of I duration in Jamil ManJ.im's first 
Government December 1946 to October 1947, 
Member of Syrian Delegation to [.,union Palestine 
Conference in autumn of 1946 and to Untied Nations 
Palestine JUcu$«ons September 1947 Uep-jis fur 
J^ubn 1947 


Member of Syrian delegation to Lruled Nations 
Assembly in Paris m S9Jtf. Wa* invited hy Hu^ni 
Zirim to form a Government in March 1949 follow¬ 
up roup f}'£?iu hut did rtoc succeed .Appointed 
Minister for Foreign A flairs and Deputy Prime 
Minibier on t“ch April. 1949, in Colonel Zaims first 
Government, but disagreed with Z&inris readiness; to 
talk with the Israelis, resigned on 25ih June. 1949, 
Nominated Minister to Angora in July 19*19 but has 
not yet lefi After death of Zaim pubtrihed in a 
Beirut paper a scries of revelations about ins former 
master. 

Is a dislinguis3ieddoc4.iug and wrdefy travelled, 
perwn but retains many of the characteristics of his 
Druse ancestry—unreliabitity, cunning and oiubursts 
of bad temper. Appointed Syrrart Minister to 
Turkey rn October 1949. He is also acerevlited to 
Greece, 

14. Aad, Kahn 

Bursi Damascus 1901. Sunni Moslem, Took law 
decree m University of Dtmttscns. 

R.'ing of Nationalist outlook, joined NutiuruiLLt 
Vautii Movement and bewumc its leader in 1940. 
Actiw in formaiiou and control of Iron Shins Move¬ 
ment until 1937. when ri was disbanded. Joined up 
with Stiujcri OuwathN Issiklnl Party and became his 
principal lieutenant in 194D. L'udef Vichy regime 
was ants-Allied, amt organised in May 1941 Com¬ 
mittee for Defence o£ Iraq (/.<■., pro-Rashid A3iL 
i-Vrcslcd by Allies tn February 1941 and niiemcd 
tit Rasluya. Released March 1943. elect j*s Deputy 
for E>amascu> tlsai year and again in 1947. Was a 
leading member of the League of National Action, 
which exercised considerable influence in Damascus 
and nm which the Frc'-iikm of the Republic placed 
Considerable reliance. He now Scvrelary-Gcncral 
of the National Party and became its prc.->fdcnt in 
early 1949, Lawyer for raptme, 

MiitUiL'i of Interior m Fiires Klioun’s second 
Government t^.v.) Vpril to August 1945, Minister 
or Justice In Fares KlsoUfiN ihirti Government, 
AugUst-Septemhcr 1945. Minister of Justice and 
Actin' MttuMcr oi Eelucatlon in S&eduloh Jabri's 
second Govertimenl, Sepiembcr 1945 so April 1946. 
Miniatcr of Ituenor und Minister ut HealiJi in 
Sondullah JabriN third OovcmmcnL April Docem- 
hcr 1946, .V MirujUcr of Inierinf sliowcd himself 
lent) to lake strong action to prevent disorder-, and 
to suppress anti-Govenimeni n-cirvEiy. He n un* 
marned. and drinks and gambles heavily, 

15. Ahvimrn* Faihalb 

Korn IM t-ducated at the Frere-. School and 
the French School of Law, Aleppo, A ivelf-knnn*i 
Aleppine lawyer of fhe Armetuon Catholic Com- 
ntUftily. A nine!crate iiit-mbcr of the Natiorml hioc 
and a supporter of Saadutbh Jabri. Deputy for 
Aicppo in 1936 and again in 1943. _ On ilie rcsig- 
ration of Naim Antnki hj' i'-) from Shfldullnh Bey's 
vecondl Oovernmeni was appointed Minister of PitH- 
lit: Works, Jamukr. until April 19-16, Minister for 
Public Works aeaitt in Hashim AtesuN Cabinet of 
August I94 l >. \ sumewlwT ookiurlcss individual 

with a reputation for probils and high pfindples. 

Roughed from National Party m Scpiembci 1944 
Elected to Ccmtitucm Assembly in Novextihcr 1949 
as member of the Popular Party. Appointed 
Minister of Health in the Cabinet Formed by Khnlid 
al Arm in December 1949, Resigned with the raA 
of the Cabinet in Nfa.y 1950, 

16. Ataxsl. Ad nan 

Boen Hunns about 1906. Sunni Moslem, Son of 
Hasbcm \upai tey.v.t. Lawyer. During Nationalist 
Government was ap^tinied Syrian Vice-Consul and 
attached for instruction Jo French Consulate. Istan¬ 
bul. Married fnrkish woman. Elected Depmv for 
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Homs. 1943 and again 1947, and. President of the 
Foreign An or> Commit ice of the Syrian Chamber. 
Minister Plenipotentiary to France and Bdcaum. 
January 1945 to March 1946. Minister of Justice 
and Public Works in Jamil MardamN First Gosern- 
ment, Dcccmbct 194b to June 1947. Represented 
Syrian Oiamtvr of Deputies at tfec International 
Parliament in Conicteiicc at Geneva, September 
I9.J5, Al one time suspected oi pro-Asis activities 
and was known to be in frequent contact with the 
Grand Mufu durmg the laiicrN residence at Vcr- 
sailks. A piomiucm member of the ParEiametnury 
Con. titutional Party. Intelbgerki and well educated 
and was one of the leading Psputiei tn opposiiion to 
Sbukri QuwaUjN nJgimi}. Sent .i-. M mister lo Paru 
in 1949 and headed Syrian Delegation to Lausanne 
talks with Israel unde: auspices of Palestine Con- 
cUiatiop Commission in the same year. He would 
pi-f .ilr -.ijpfK rt a change lo monarchy, 

17- AlassL, Feidt 

Born atwut 1905. Son of former Mufti of Horns 
an%l ewusm of Hadiem al A taw [.</ v i UduLutcd in 
I ranee ilaw). Had no political career, bat was Chief 
of MunLripatiiv of l 'time Became Mirastcr of 
Education in the Huviin al Hakim Gtv.cmment on 
iti formation in September 1941. but resigned early 
in March 1942 in pique Chosen in tw Minister oE 
Justin, EUucaiiou. Social Aflatrv in Provisional 
Government it Am Lie:, Avotibi (March 1*743- 
Augjusl 1943). Weak character and very bcw-stful, 
being over proud of his education. Relumed to lus 
job as Head of the Municipality. Homs, until 1946, 
when Me rcbigEiL’.l. Deputy for Homs 1947. 

Invited by llusrti Zaim to form a Government 
following wap tt'Etoi tif March 1949 but refused to 
take office as Minister of Education when hr- attempts 
failed Accepted post of Minister of National 
Economy in llashim A bill's Cabinet of August 1949. 
Elected to ilie Constituent Assembly iu November 
(949 as n member of the Popular Party. Minister 
of Justice 11 ! the Cabinet Firmed by Khalid al Arm 
in December 1949. Resigned in May 1 u 5fL 

1H, Alavsi, Ilusheni jI 

Ooru about IS65, Gswxl landed family Prime 
Minister and President the Comriment Assembly 
under Faisal, and President ■' the C.onstitucr:i 
Assembly of 1928. Went u> Mecca to ite one .it me 
three mediators iti conflict between Imarn Y uh>a 
and Ibn SaucL Succeeded Haiuno us leader t>i the 
Svrian Nationalist bloc in January 1936 Led five 
Syrian del rial ion si mi went to Paris in Match 1936 
to negotiate i Franico-Syrinn treaty after the dis¬ 
turbances. of .Urnuary- March 1936 \ Nationalisl 

who tempers courage wills discretion. With the 
Syrian delegation in Paris his moderating and sooth- 
in" influence was of ereut assistance to the Stieoess- 
ftiT eonchx'oon of the treaty naptUtions. Elccied 
President of the S\ rian Republic ..1st December. 
1«36, On his election ns President lie resigned die 
leadership of the Nurionilisl Puny, w hich was Liken 
over by Slink ri Quwaili. As Presiden t showed the 
same dignified tact and fesiraining infiuenec at he 
had done during the treaty negotiations. His 
influence over Lh-.- NatlonaliJi Party grew less, how¬ 
ever, as the Nationalist Government took the bii 
more firmly between its teeth. Resigned with the 
fall of rhe Nationalist Government on 7 e3i July, 1939, 
and retired to hiv propertv at Homs, where he had 
built himself a pleasant villa during his tenure of 
office Had conversations with General Dentz about 
resuming: ''ffi-'e in March 1^41 urtd ■a'sih General 
Catwun in September FU1 and again in March 
|943. hut cm each occasion without result. Did not 
participate in 1943 elections ami did not stand for 
ifcic presidency I lc is regarded as a respectable old 
man of moderate opinions., hut somewhat jwmd, 
During the Cabinet crisis of December IMS wa§ 


invited but tailed io form a Government. .After amp 
ti Ihai by Colonel Hiimawi ty.v. i of 14th August. 
I94 lJ , formed a provi.>i<mal ooidiuon. Cabinet- A 
figure-head r„|licr tliaii a leader. Elected lempsuary 
Head of Stale by lIv.: ConMilueiU Astenibly m 
December l94 lJ , pending the drawing up of a new 
Constitulkm, 

19. Midi, Abdnfiah 

B-ani about 1897, Lieuicitam Ottoman Military 
College 1916, rakiug pari tn 1914-13 war. served m 
Arab army during fcisals regime »91 U-'aI; joined 
Troupes Sipccialcs Januttry 1921: weal eo Pari-, in 
an infantry brigade; stationed at Strasbourg fur a 
year; promoted to rank o! major, June L9.iJ, aetd 
appointed Otficar Commaiitiing sd 5(h Ba 1011:011 
] n.njpos Spcvulvi, Lata kin. Allcuded French Staff 
College 1930-38; served on the General Sial; m 
Beirut and Damascus; promoted lo rank of lieu- 
tenmt-coloDcl June 1941. Seconded lo Syrian. 
Government as Direetor-Ccnerul of National 
Defence 1941; Chid of Stall. Detr-cv-4of, 1942; 
Officer Commanding of Coastal Defence i942^43> 
Olficer Commanding 5th Brigade. January l iJ 44. 
Promoted to rank of full colonel and appointed 
DireeiOf-Ciencntl of Syrian Gendarmerte, June to 
August 1^45; appointed Chid of Stuff ol Syrian 
afni*. .'iiijum 1945. Placed on pension k>i May 
I94S niter failure chi' Syrian Army m FaL^tioe- 

Wa* recalled by liusiu Zaim irt April 1949, 
promoted 10 be tint general created in Syria, and wav 
made Sceretury-GerVifijIi i«f Mimyuy of lYefeucc. W.i> 
then Minister of Da fa nee in Muhain Binri^ Gtwens- 
mens of June 1949 and retained -Janie p-.v-.t after coup 
J'£ tat of 14th August, in which Kuvrti Zaim and 
Muhiiin Ikirart were executed. 

He possesses' on paper high military 411 aliiications* 
but I?, somewhat evaenirie and vety deal On hi$ 
relum in 0 ^ 0 * 11160 ? 1949 from 1 visii m Europe waa 
pi ic.M im pension, 

20. \ trash, Amir Uilwan Al 

Bom about 1 Head uf the House of Acre, 
the leading k'utsc of the Atrash faintly Yu .i:t 
M ohaiD of Jebvl Druse until he was appointed 
Minister of • t -fence in Hmni BaraiiN Government 
(April 1942 to January I L NJi. taking the place occu¬ 
pied K -. h : - unde. .VkIuT C.ih ffar Pasha, until the 
niff man’s deatFi in March 1^42. Was again Minis¬ 
ter of Defence in Jamil UI-biN Government ilattuarv 
1941 to March 1943' IX’-puty fnr Soueida 1943 ,mff 
residetti of Defence Committee of Syrian Chamber, 
ut placed on reserve in December 1947 Rv- 
Bpponitcff \fcihafif of Jebel Druse fApril 1943 1 
ami fcsieiu'd from the Chamber The full integra¬ 
tion of lebcl Druse in she Syrian Republic in 1' J 45 
was largely due £0 hi-, influence In May i 4J 45 he 
spoDAdfeff the mutiny of the Groupcmvint l)nu« 
against lheir Freneli ofliccn ami u.C-O-S, to w'hom 
he g.rtc sanctuary in his house. Hu considers shot 
the Syrian Government .-re not tsofiivienily appre¬ 
ciative of the M leading rillc ” the Druse have played 
both in 1925 and 1945 against the French. Amir 
Hasson tit a typical Druse. He ii iH-cducatcff. 
itubbom. iimliitioufi and avaricious. Despite hii 
pretence M hdng pro-British, he .lid noihine to help 
the Allies durintr the Syrian campaign; and nothing 
to hinder. He can. however/ sometimev he 
“ jollied *" into favourable oetion. Ha* flirted w-iiti 
NntionalLvtv and wffih the French, and unw makci 
no lecrci of his clcwe contact with Ktfte Abdullah 
His following iit the Jebcl Druse wa' split by -Shiikri 
Ouwatly in 19413 and hi* control \\ no longer ahHoluie. 

21. A Crash. Sultan Bin II sunn d Ps^ha el 

Rorn .ihout 1875. (SolGn it a name, not a titled 
Funnily- nriL’inalh from Rashaya. migrated io Jcbel 
[Ttusa: in iSfiON and became paramount Druse 
Family there. Sohin is the head of the Kraiye 
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hi34.sc, which is junior to the Acre house, headed 
taj Emir Hmmu Uf.i'A Under [he flirts, Soltan 
adopted wiWy tactics and avoided a conflict. In 
1925-26 took a Jading pan in ihe Druse revolt 
anti became a centra round which, the various iti.vur- 
P-n-l ]«dtrs moved. When the revolt wa« crushed 
SulWn Pasha lied to Transjordan with his closevt 
advt-wr, the Christian Oqta Quiauti There he 

found san. lu in. although condemned to death m 
absence In Freqich court-martial, in 1937 returned 
to the Icbel hut took no active part in polities 
leaving !*miir Hsisan to dominate she Jcbel, He 
retired to k raise, content to live 411 hi.-. past glory, 
w his 1 remains contiderabk. During the campaign 
ni |9H took iui part In March I‘>4Z* after ihe 
death o| Abtlu) Ghailar Pasha el Alrush. at that time 
Minis ter nf National Defence, was ottered the 
Ministry o| Defence* but refused it, Saltan Pasha 
and Uql l Ouiami were awarded pensions for life by 
the S - riu.E. Government a.v patriots and heroes of 
LG' 26 revoflL IS-educated, of small intelligence 
ar-d will] 1 reputation for meanness, he » crafty, 
and managed to inspire in the itKLirgentA of t<E5 
conlklencc in his Jcidership. He remains the movl 
im ports :i! Druse, U inclined 10 he pro-Bniish and 
was anti-French, He fccl>. however, ihai the 
British let him down, a- dies [old him not to 
intrigue against the Fighting French (and he 
abstained from doing sen, but allowed [he French 
1 ■ inlngu- fluaijtSi hull, undermining his influence 
m Lhe Jebcl Dtuve. 

During trie past four years lie E 1 . 1 & on several 
occasions qpenlj. short «l his dlss.itisf action with I he 
Damascus Government cm (he ground-, that insufli- 
eir-n deference is pahi to him and his pan record 

22, Vvesh. ]irij Mahomed el 

Born about ih45. Sunni Moslem. Prominent 
Iwr ■•'•vrtcT and merchant of Dew c/ Zor, So poli¬ 
tick I career and wn, formerly welt-disposed towards 
the French. 1 " shI reputation in In* district for 
honesty. Becarftc Minister of Nation Economy in 

l. d Ffokimri Government {September 1941 
to \prii 1942 1 , ned again in Husni Barak’s Govern- 

m. J i.t 'April 1*42 to January IW); again in Jamil 
t lulls j (jovernmeni (January 1943 to March 194.11, 
vs hen he -h^wed goodwill m negotiations concerning 
the Rritish-Syrian Petroleum Company, fleeted 
Deputy for D.*ir « Zor I 43. and in 1947 and Vice* 
President of Chamber. Consistently supported 
Shukri QuwadiV manoeuvres for re-election as 
President W;sv Minister of Aymeulbire in K haled 
tl Aim's Government of December (94a 

An a 01 table huidownct with -omc shrewdness hut 
oat much brain and no education. 

23, V/m, Aliiltiimhiitsn al 

l^lb at Hama Son of a wealthy land- 
own ..-1 Educated at the American University of 
Bernrt he is a graduate of the Jesuit School of Law. 
B irtii, Related lo i3ae FarEiiEv of K ha lid 4 ] A/m. 
Elec:.rd lo P.,irliament in 1947 and to the Constituent 
A- onibK in November 1949. a> an Independent. 
Appointed Minister nf Finance in the Cabinet formed 
by Rrtalid a| A/m in December 1949. Scriou.%- 
mimled and a bind worker A bitter enemy of 
Aknim Homani Resigned with the rtsdl of the 
Cabinet in May 1950, 

24, K baled al 

Bom about |9c»«i Son of Mohmmcd Pasha .il 
Arm, Did not ni first take an active part in polilics, 
cvcvpt an occasional intervention in agricultural 
matters Member of the Municipal Council 
Managing director of the National Cemeni Fictaty 
Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister 
of Justice in the Bukhari CahirurL March to Mav 
1939. 


Under the influence of the Italian Disarmament 
Coirmiis>Eun. was appointed by Vichy French 
I General DeriL/) on 2nd April/ |v4|, ’j. s " Q 1c f 
d'but "and Minister of Interior. His regime lasted 
until September I 'HI, when it was replaced by 
“Independent" Syrian Government with Shaikh 
Taj ed Din as President. During Syrian campaign 
he Loibbofated closely with Vichy French to pre¬ 
serve order in Damascus. During whole pencil, of 
oil ice he showed hinudf (o be under the influence of 
the NaliOnaliatv—especially of Shukn Ouwatli, 
Deputy for Damascus 1943 and Minister of Finance 
in Si-iJuEiab Jjbri's Government (August t l 43- 
Oemb.i 1944), .Minister of Finance jnJ^RqvqdilL-- 
tn.'iu in Fares Khounb first Government October 
I ,J 4-3 lo Apnl 19-J 5, Minister of Is nance and Defence 
in Fares KhooriV third Giivcramcni August to 
September l*J45, Minister of National Eci>noniy and 
Justice in SnaJutijL JalvrtA ibird Goverfima&L 
April 1946. Was acting Prime Minisiei on v^cral 
occasions and resigned in December 3946. Appointed 
M-itnstor 111 France, Belgium and SwiLrerland, Mny 
194/. Syrian rvfresenialive 011 Franco-Levant 
buttfN lirun-.-bl n-JBoiii 110 ns December so Fcfeniarv 
J94b‘47, 

Wj.i recalled to Syria by Shukri Ouwatly in 
November 1948 to help" solve the Cabinet crisis which 
followed t3ie resignation of Jamil Marcani and took 
cilice -is Prime Minister, Umlcr Jib Government, 
which lavicd till March 1949. (the coup tftitai) a 
forward economic policy was pursued, fie was 
arrested by Husnj Zaira but quickly released. After 
the second rwMp of August 194!> H in which £iirti 

was cseemed, lie became Minister of Finance 

A rich landowner, very pompouv and overbearing, 
A bit of a bully, but like alt bullies, if st oJ up to, 
caves in Fk is intelligent and wdl-nhiciied ami 
more widely read and bus wider inlcrc^ than nio -4 
of Jib. com|Mttloss. May have amhltiori.s to become 
Presiidtnt of the Republic, bur might be reriously 
handicapped m Ibis by his present wife, who was 
formerly a cabaret dancer. Suspeclcd s( one time 
of povCiermac sympatbiet, bui p- otvably incorrectly ; 
he iv*s shown himself ready !a co-operate #iih the 
Wc .cem Powers, particularly Ihe French Became 
Prime Minister in December i44'r f shortly after the 
■‘ di:scip!inars action.” taken by Lima!.- Colonel Adib 
ShishaUy against Sami Hinnawi and Asad T-illas 
(or.) kesianed with the rc^t of the Cabinet in 
May 1950, 

25. Wmrh, Adi I »\ 

Bom ibout IBS2, A diplome of the TurkWi School 
of l.jw,, Whilst a roffiical refugee in iT.insjordan 
he formed with bis brother. Nabih ill Armch ifpv.). 
the " Party," whose firsi objective was (he 

expulsion of ihe French from Syria During the 
1925 26 revolt in Syria he collected, as irnfcvurcr of 
hb. party, large ■aim 1 ' of money from Palestine. 
Trantjordan and other countries. After keeping 
more chan half himself, br provided the rebels in 
Syria with money and uma* on . considerable scale. 

bfi- (lagrjrtl abuse of British political avyluin e.uricd 

him a cOnfunwCfciU* corvdcmnaiibn by French coun^ 
martial He W;iv included in the general amnesty of 
19?7 Oil his retpf" He wo iccbrmvd JiS , t p Veat 
pairint and given HF'b oflke irt (he Ministry nf the 
Intcrinr Ijv Nalionalo-tv in return for forming 
" Ivtiklal Parly,“* Back in Syria he used hie iiiriuciK-i 
to repay (he pimvidcratien He had receive,! f F .,i | T1 
ihe flriti-vb aulhoriticv in Tran.sIordan and Pales¬ 
tine by faetliwiing the supply of imv, and ammuni- 
lion to ihe rcl»eB io Palestine during the diviurkim. 
of 39,16 and in i'D? in going .1 step further in 
employing the Svrian Government rmiehincrv. from 
hh key piad'tion in the Ministry of the Interior, to 
ajsUt the recruitment of Bandits m Syria for 
thus^ery in PaleStlre, On the fall of (he Nationalist 
Government in ihe spring of 1959 h c proceeded on 
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leave to Ira^. where he built a cinema with hn ill- 
gouen caiiii. In his absence (April 1940J lie w^s 
ctuideinrred to twenty jL-uirs' imprisonment for 0013 - 
spiriug to overthrow die Council of Directors- (July 
IU 59 ). jn collriboratton wiib Huj Amin Elussauit is 
believed to have had a part in the Iraq rising (May 
1941 i anil fled Co lurkcy. from where he remmed 
ebitdtsLinely cvaxlv in |- , j' 46. Mohafcz oi Alaouite 
Moliafajjil June 1946 to January |M4K when he wa> 
transferred as Mobafcz to AkpiXc Appointed 
Minister of Interior in Khuied a I Azm'-. ( ubiriet of 
December 194S and resigned the following March. 
He announced hi witlidraw.il from politics early in 
194 J but took alike a- Minister of State in Hashim 
A(a«t's Cabinet nf August 1949 

A leading member of the National Party An 
unscrupulous, political adventurer Suspected of 
working for union with Iraq, he andi Ins brother 
Nahih r v .».i bvc been lying very low, mostly in 
Beirut, sitict LietiL-Colonel Adib Shishakly’s appear- 
flnee on the Syrian political scene in December 1949. 


Z6, Aznwh. \abib al 

linm about l JtSS, Brother of Adit ul Azmeh (■ 7 . v.5. 
Graduated from Turkish Military Academy m 1900, 
His advance- n Turkish army was slow. 35 he was 
only a licutr-nant wl.cn the war broke out in 1914. 
Was taken prisoner by Briirih forces in 19in. hut 
obtained Jiis rcleasic to join rttc Amir Faisal's 
furl lower*, where, like the Duke of Pb*n Too\ he led 
from (Hit rear. When S-aisal was placed in duirge of 
the ” Occupied Fnemy Territory Efl.it 11 he wa.s made 
Chid of Fiilice. Aleppo, bui fled Syria on the French 
occupation in 1920. He wa* made welcome by the 
Entir Abdullah as a polidcLil refuace, He and his 
brother formed the " lstii|l .ii I'arty l ' 1 in TransjordaiL 
I d‘. It=d In Ins banishmen.l, oid he went to the 
Hcdjjuz, then to Fgypl and wi to Palestine, where he 
continued lo foment trouble in Syrift, He was one 
nf the iii^t of die Syrians .nunesiiod in die eenvral 
flmtiesty of l L (37 to return to Damascus.. In August 
and September 1937. under Pie direction, of (he Mufti 
of Jerusalem, Haj Amin ;il Hussaini, and in concert 
with (hr I’.deslini^O. Mu in a| Midi, ho organised the 
anti-British pan-Arab Congress of Btodan, in an 
adonivhingly short time lie considerably enriched 
himself from the siibscriplions obtained by the 
” Phlestiiic Defence Comntitlcc," of which tic was 
prominent member in December 193S used his 
influence to u> to create trouble for the French, and 
was implicated in a pirn against the " securily of 
State," for which be was -^meiKcd to twenty years' 
Imprisonment ami twenty yeans' banishment. 
Amnestied Novemlx-r IV4' 1 .4 instieution of [latbn 
A mi bs ice Tom minion. Renewed his interest in 
politico (-especially with Slinkri Ouwutli) and in May 
1941 lx-camc member of a commits re to rend recruits 
acid money to Iraq, against British, l ied to Turkey 
during Syrian campaign from where he returned 
clandestinely early in 194h damune President 
Ouw-aUiN protceison. lie immediately made hk 
fwuse j centre fnr Palestinian piiliLi& ernd hrp.m an 
attempt 1.1 rejuvenate (he ■* r-aiqlal Purlv " of which 
tlie President of the Republic was a leading member. 
He was twice prufKTwd for Cabinet appointments but 
after representationi by His Maresty's t^gation ihe 
SuggjBjtions were dreipped In April I'D* was 
appoiiildJ Mini- ter of Defence in IvuidulFtii JabriN 
third Governmerti when ] f-.s Majesty's Minister was 
a pain consulted but raised no objection. Resigned 
June E94n after a series of disagreements with his 
colleagues. Moh.ifer of Damascus town October 
|u4r, u-t January 1947 Chairman oF National Party 
[Jecember 1947 and now pretends to Have altered 
hh anti- British view^ Announced his resignation 
from politics in early 1949. 

A Hu 1 roughly ciHiEeruptible rasenf, who has 
heirayed his friends one after imoifier Like his 


brother Adil ij/.i.) ha-< Iml-h lying low since LleuL- 
Cokmel Adib Shishakly s jppearan.ee on (he Syrian 
pidilk’al scene in December 1949. in 1949 began to 
intrigue for union with Iraq. 

17, Rnbil. Nnssoith 

Born Damascus about 1905. of obscure poremage. 
■ Arrestc-,1 wit 1 Ajbni fy.v 1 in I93H for his support of 
ShahbanJ:u aciusst Mardam. Remained supporter 
of Dr Shihbsndar until inter was assLi-.sinatcd in 
July 1940, when He and Fuad Qodmanl became 
leaders of bliahbaudar Party. He and his party 
foiled m i943 elections and Lhc pasty dLicitegratcd, 
He i>* proprietor of the izuporUint Damascus news¬ 
paper fit Ayem and President Of the Press Syndi¬ 
cate Game untlei suspieipji of ire Syrian Govern- 
1 hmu of ivjlng ui touch with die French regarding, 
(He .wiring up of a quisling Government during ihe 
bombardmeiu of Damascus in May 1945. Visited, 
Hie Lulled Kingdom in December fujfi, 

\ mediocre individual who. however. Ims the res- 
pevi mJ a large secflon of the Syrian cress 

28. Bedash, klink'd 

Bom about t9]0 HI DamaM-iis, of Kurdivb oriiiiu 
of j family n;im«l Kutrash. Sunni Moslem Educated 
in Damascus, where he studied philosophy. Bccjilic 
secretary of (omiuualst Parry in Damascus. |92g. 
Tdit- Coji nun rust Party was p:;j secured hv the i rcuch 
and in 1954. following the distribution of Ccun- 
n'ltn^t leaflets, wus suppressed, Ifogdash being eon- 
demned lo several years" imprisonment, He escaped 
10 Ru-ssi.i, where he attended the Oriensal School tiF 
Propanei>di He now claims ihai, while in Kiisvia. 
he met Stalin, In 1936 went to Paris and obtained 
t special amnesty through ihe Syrian dclcgauon 
which was negotiating the Frtulcu-Syriin Treaty. 
Returned tis Syria irt January ] 59.47 and resumed 
leadership of the Communist Pwity. Again went 
into hiding m Dama-L-uv at the outbreak of w'ur when 
Communist Party was suppressed, remaining there 
until Germany attacked Russia fJure 1941). Sfier 
alternpb (o reach on understanding with Shukri 
Onwatli fg.vj by which lie should be included .in the 
Hltefs clector.il li.si in 1945. Bagdash stood as an 
independent cnndkJalc nnd railed. He failed also 
in list 1947 devtinnv. For the to*! live years he has 
devsned his cticigics to organising the nci ivfties 
ri IK' Communist Party, and known to It- in con¬ 
stant louch with iticmbers of (he Soviet Legation. 
Slated IO be owner t.f Cormnumst paper Siwt ttufl 
Sfatab. oF Beirut Poptikir among tnc working 
and a mnvl speaker. Said lo receive 
subsUimial vuhsiiltes from Russia, Speaks Arabic; 
Kurdish, RusiLrn. French. Antiiitious. and pnepured 
to MVnke trouble. 1 ried to stamJ 35 an Independent 
candidate for the Constituent Assembly m November 
1949, but his application was refused, A strong, 
capable leader who remains as dangc/ou-. av ever 

29, Balers, i^d 

Iii>rTi 1903. Son of Fuad Pasha ef Rakri 
Uccncic en Droii of the Sorhorsne. Has visiivd 
Brilflin it\,.\ ymrrica. From 1929-37 preridefll of 
the Syrian I .ind Registr. Became Secreinry. 
General of Damascus Municipality an.I in 1940 
Governor ni Damascus liisinct, In (he lame year lie 
look over the Department of Post; and Tcteernphs 
but was unable 10 wort with the French while ihcir 
vyrnpalhies were divided Sictwecn Vichy and dc 
Gttullc, and resigned his office. 

reedvioa an English education hi 
V ictoiw College. Alexandria. Ajand shires ihe ad- 
tii] ration of the Bakri family for (be Ha she mites and 
rbe Bntisti Siti-cc 1940 he has lived as a geutTcman- 
fornfier m Zebd^ni near Damascus but hopes shortly 
to resume his public career. He is energetic, intelli¬ 
gent and thoughtful. 

















3(1. Bukri. f-ailri e) 

Born Damascus about IS&L Sunni MtttkoL 
Eldest sou of ]J.ic Ala Bey cl Bakii, Linded family 
claiming descent from second Caliph. There l- also 
a closely-related branch of the family ici Egypt Ha» 
brouters Navtrri. Sami, Hcsiiir, NUriiar (i/.v.) and 
Kh.nr uJ Din ind wws V^ad amt Baba cJ Din 

i ar : iv is president erf the Arab Club, Damascu.s. 
in OUDiiun *i*iy•. anti vv.i ■ LomK'iHtlcd to death tin 
ejb.i i v«j , iuri’ by Luriush ttourLmurti.il for desertion in 
JIM. In WL7 joined ihe Arab revolt in the Heja*. 
Hint .|oe, not >ecm i'i have played a prominent juft 
Auer Fa-LaTs arrival in Da-ruvCw- Fuu/i became m 
otlkuU iserv Focti .1 tending part in the revolt of 
1925 and Wu?; condemned to death. Amnestied 1528 
at ic^ucd uf Shaikh Fa] ctl Din. Faded at I5J2 
dcaioTH .Lti-i iv-i r.oi -tiuee been politically naive. 

rite flukiis. luring lost off ttoei: w -j ktJt. have 
tried to retain their influence by placing one member 
of the family m each politicd camp tKnari in 1945 
u«A a IcaJinu p.ot in niomirctii>.[ aclivit.es 111 Syria) 
but tins policy !'u. [ljI served them well, a* it has 
raised suspicions on all vules. 

I eft ft'- Egypt [Lir duration of war (January I943J 
in order “tu avoid complications for himself ant? 
AUie>," 

N .1 stupid man and it -cans unlikely dial he will 
ever ligurc largely in politics a cam, unless a 
mjciarchhl regime eonl*> into being, 

31, llma/i, Huvni 

Bom alKKJi lHii’ Son . f Sulci unit Adii Bariiri, 
a rich landed Kurdish family of Rjitu Minister of 
the Interim- under Daimul, 1526. Deported on 
suspicion of atiisting rebels m July tf26. Member 
of Const fluent Assembly, 3 928, Opposed by 
Nusinrijliits in elections of 1932 and was not elected 
He ■*.is. however* appointed Minister of Education 
ni Taj cJ DinS Cuv. eminent m March l')S4 ( and 
resigned with Shaikh Faj in February 1936 
Appointed Mohafiz of AlcvjtiJrciT.i in January- 1937, 
he sought Hi prove ins attachment to ins new 
Nationalist masters by intriguing with the Arab 
parties in the Sanjak against the Dirks and the 
Mandatory, but was ejected in November 1937. 
Appointed Mohahz o' Damascus in March 1942. On 
fall of Hasan d Hakim Government (April 1942.) 
WhLj appointed by Shaikh raj cd Din FresidenL of 
the Council of Miftirien; and wimstor of the Interim 
Succeeded I■ .1 it Khouri us President of the Com- 
•tussion Superkure of the Wheat Office, in which 
capacity Ins promised to weure farce quantities of 
wheat. Inn did not succeed. Quarrelled with Shaikh 
Taj eJ Dm, posing as Syrian patriot, thinking he 
had the support of his criU&igucv. Matters came to 
a head in January 1943, 'a hen alt his colleagues 
resigned and he was oblwcd to retire 

During the Cabinet crisis of November 1948 en- 
daivourod to npiutp to politico av n virtual dictator, 
Wji appointed by Husni Zaira for .1 shift time in 
1949 10 be Mobile? or Aleppo and Deputy Military 
Governor of Syria unci ran his district autocratically 
but well Resigned owing in rivalry with Ziam, 
whom ihc thought of challenging for the presidency. 
Was luier imprisoned by H am for 1 short time and 
mmht have been executed hud Ziam not preceded 
him. 

man of some vtrengih of character. but devoid 
of morals and imclliacnce. Intriguer and accused 
in the past of nflfckint in hashish Until he 
avwmxl office was heavily in debt- Before the 
visst to Syria of the Anglo-American Commission of 
Empry on Palestine in 1946 he vphtnmnd to His 
Maiesty s. Consul. Damascus, to testify before the 
Cunt mission in favour of the Jews k well disposed 
towards the British, ami being fearless docs not 000 
c.v;l his bkmi- i lectcd to the Const iiuem Vvscmhk 
m November 19.W . 1 . n Independent A Nucr 
enemy or Akr.ini llunmni tq.w). 


32- Barari. Najib Agtu 

fhvrii. Hama, about J SS5. Weals by landowner and 
head of fturfitfi family, who are of Kurdisb origin, 
Leader of Nationalist bloc in Hama and Deputy in 
1916 and a pin in 1943. President of Syrian 
Chamber oj Deputici I "44 4 s. inlluertiiat 

mm m H-iffiA, but UnpopuJar Strong character and 
ver, nntNtious, Cunning, polished, bill not well 
educjtcd. Opponent of Husai Barari 

33. ESjmmdj, Mustafa Hihni 

Ikvrn in Aleppo 188?. Son of Sgdi.j BirmaJj. 
tduQtwl lirsl in Aleppo and later studied law in 
Turkey. R^-an hii professional career as a teacher 
in Ale pro. Later taughi law in Beirut. Was ap- 
IkiinicJ Public PfosBcuier in Aimpo dsen member of 
the Damascus High Court off Appeal and later its 
President- Became Governor of Aleppo tn 1921. 
In 1922 resumed presidency of Hiijh Court of 
Appeal Elected to Sy rian ParliamenL in E947 r Led 
the Syrian I ibcral Party for a time bui relinquished 
his Ceodmhip when it was exnarided and became live 
Syrian Popular Partv under Rushdi Kekbi i in 
1948. 

34. Harmailj, Ra^Luad 

Am about 4?. Moslem, Member of a leading 
Aleppo family Deputy m 1947 but failed in die 
elections for She Comtitucnl A-Ssembly in |94 <j, ,.y 
proitiitictil lawyer ind now President of the Aleppo 
1 iwv^ri’ Syndicjlc. One of lire oriejnal members 
■ 1 £ Popular Fart'. Minister of interior in tile 

Cabinet formed by Narmi Ouds-L on 4ih June, 1950. 

35. RirtUtli. Fakhrt 

Burn, Diauwm, IS9J, Aide-de-camp to King 
Fc: -.a! m Damascus i : irsi became prominent in 
revolt of 1925, in which ho took an active part. 
Elected Nationalist Depuiy in 1932 end again in 
19.36. In 1936 lie was Jiispcclor-General of iron 
Shins, a Nazi-inspired youth formation Exiled for 
a short period at French for his share in 1936 
trouh!^ Fled to Fransjordan in 1939 after dU- 
COvory of ” ph'it -igainiS.t wjcu.ritv of Stale " and kept 
a low coffee-house in Amman until he returned 
to Daniavcus m M.n 3 941 after formation of Khalid 
el Arm Government 3. levied Deputy at n by-elec¬ 
tion in Damascus (October 1943)’ l>eput\ for 
Douma 1947 and “ Controller n erf the Chamber. 
Appointed head of the Military Informaiton Service 
in E949 for a short time. 

Was bitterly anti-French. Pose* as an ardent 
Nationalivt. tout a bit of a huifoon and a farceur; 
consequently nobody really takes him seriously As 
h-cad of Live Nalional Arab Bureau in 1938-59 
actively aided Palestine tebcLs in propganda sphere, 
A noted Vrab orator inlow-^tyle Arabic, and .1 heavy 
drinker. Commonly accused of unn.itu.ra] vice. 

36. liitar, Sjik'h til Din 

Bora 1912. Unmarried. Graduated tn law at the 
Sorboftnc, Paris. On his reiure to Syria in 1935 he 
worked for seven years as a teacher, During tltui 
time he acted as lieutenant to Michel Aflaq fc/.v.) in 
building up the Ba'ath el Arabi Panv* rrf which he 
is still secretary-generat. Once called himself a 
Communist but now claims to have disavowed 
Marxism on the grounds that it is too materialistic, 

37. Huitun, N:i -smih at 

Born tbooi 1884 Ex-Turk ish officer. Educated 
in Constaatiaapjfc During 1 L >I4 -18 w .tr was brigade 
coitunandcr in Turkish army Captured hv Russians 
on Caucasian front, Escaped from prisoner-of-war 
camp in Siberia throujih China Returned to Turkey 
via t meed States and Greece and given command 
of Turkish division on Palestine ffont Went over 
to Bndsh when they occupied Damascus in Fkiober 
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19IS* in 1925 appointed Minister of Agriculture m 
tnc DimadN Government, In 192 1 took office as 
Mmisler <>f liduoiiioj:. Penned neutral Government 
w,ub hiausolf ,1 Prime Minister in March I' 5 ? 1 -), but 
w:ts dssmj.ssL-d by French «i Niav 1939 is a pre¬ 
liminary to the appointment of the Council of 
Director* (July F.?39i Deputy for Damascus 1' i 
and Uppoimed Minister of Education and Defence 
in Saadiillah Jabns Government (August 1^43 
October (944 1 Made his acceptance of Ministry^ of 
Defence conditional on the taking over of Syrian 
apOpv from the French.. A man of principle .md 
well respected 

18. Dabem tl iladi. SfUkh 

Bora 1895. Bedouin chirf and head of the 
Stoaimmar Khrosva Dispute, the leadership of ull 
the Sli.immur of Sj fij with bis eOU'in Mpirar A tofu] 
Mutecn. who aA.Mll> licaits the Shammif con- 
federalio:-, Also el-iiniv h.-rtditary leadership off lEic 
trai£i Shim mar, from Which he was evicted bv (he 
British Hi is therefore bitterly jealous of Nlieikh 
Sfook uad eomsnujHy contrives m undermine his 
purity : \ppdnied "Deputy of tire icKinh trilw in 
193b, Ended in 1943 far obstructing road construc¬ 
tions and wheat purchase, in spite or his being In 
exile, was .dected Deputy in 1943 for lezJrah tribes 
and in H47; returned to Syria 1944. 

A proud and truculent sheikh, ignorant of liis 
limitation?, and of world conditions. Illecled to the 
Constituent V. vtnhly in November 19-49. Said to 
he synipallietie to Papular Party, 

39. Da hr. Ifaj fwJmri Suyrrtr ut 

li;nn I89;i, Wealthy industrialut and head of a 
weaving imviness. President of the Aleppo Chamber 
of Industry. Contributed largely to the Nationalist 
Party funds ami was treasurer of the funds collected 
for Palestine, hut became dt^conrenied wiih the 
policy <>( the Syrian Nalioiialis! Government and 
resigned from the Nationativt Mu in March 1939. 
ELviud Deputy 1 "43. Presented ihe cost of a 
Spitfire ui Royal Air Force fMatch |944i. 

40, Dnnrtastoi. Ah Vhdul Karim 

Eik’fn I w. i5 ai Tel Kabkh. Mdinhcr of the Danatch 
dan A Sunni Moslem Suidicd m the Islamic 
College in Beirut tiEI 1928. Joined the scout movc- 
niciu ui, I '-*2 3 arid has remained m stsda tod with it. 
Its 19?*' he took a group of Syrian scoul-, 10 the 
jamboree in Hal land, travelling toy way of (be 
Balkans. VuSEfp and Gi'-m.iny. returning through 
France and Italy. On this oce.iaon staved for 
some time in Berlin and Potsdam, where he 
associated with Syrians in Germany, mnablv one vif 
1 he Dalati brothers,, who arc associated wills him in 
the scout ntovement. From 1937 has devoted most 
of hi-, time to s^?uiipg and was .'leeted Chief Scout 
in November l‘?4| I-. .r,> 0.1 .,| with stie I raeuc of 

National \ction, which wan founded bv Ills cousin 
ami erf which his on I league in the scout movement* 
Di Ryshii Jib4 (if l . h leading ntembei His nnrest 
Was ordered by the French in February 1942. btn ihe 
order was cafirelled at the end of March, and. shortly 
after, ha paraded at the head of the reoutv at ihe 
review of ihc Syrian gendarmerie. 

Damtiishi played an insjiortant pari in the Jt-.psite 
between the --Clujc movement, ami the Ministry of 
Youth and Propaganda under Munir Ajbmi (q , >, 
opposing Government control .f the scout mow- 
mem \ftor the Allied occupation showed himself 
willing to co-openiie and took pan with his scouts in 
passive defence exercises and now holds a leading 
position in the Fatuwwa i Youth Movemem). 
Fcieri^etic and a dLscip^ntrian. Elected Id the Con- 
■tituejit Assembly 'o November i°49 n ^ .1 member 
of (he Pnpubr Party. 
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41. Dun alibi, Ml'rtrf 

Bom 1907 111 Aleppo. Lawyer* A gi-iduate off 
the Syrian i 'nnvcrsity . he also hold* a Paris. Lmver- 
sily DnetOrtUe of Law From 1936 lo 1938 he 
■4 member off the National Piny and was active in 
both Aleppo Jtui Damascus. During the war wm 
m France a 1 the tunic of the German occupation 
and wj-. in v'o'.c touch wiLh t!;c cs-MuTti Hai Amiti 
Hussuniv Rushid Ali .tl Kciiaiii and Llic other pro- 
German Arabs. Colhhonitcd with the Vichy 
Govenuriem, Helped the ex-Mufti to escape from 
France in I94ts. Eilccicd to Parliament in 1947, he 
kft the National Party and joined the Popular Party 
in t Cj 4is. Member cf the Moslem Brotherhood, 
Fleeted 10 the Continued Assembly in November 
1949 Apptnmcd Minister of NaiiouaL Economy in 
the Cibmc! [grimed! toy Khalid a l Ami on 
27th DecernK L r. 1949 Resigned with the rest of 
the Cabinet in M . Sri?-*. 

Wihila m Cairo ,a April, (9? 11, nudL: :i siatcuiant 
indicating that the -\rabs would prefer to tocooaic 
a Smut Rcptthhc rather than he udaizod as a result 
of American pressure. This statement caused vi>nie- 
thing of a .i‘n>,ition ac.J was the signal for a noisy 
dema mi i n Syria. chiefly by the Moslem Brother hood* 
fo! a rapprochcJnent with the Soviet liman. 
Allhoueh the -latemem did him harm in rcHpcnsihle 
■synan ctrclis it boosted Hi-s psLpulariLy among the 
myji.se- rle must '.[iti he cojisidereJ ,n mflneatjaJ 
personality Lhaokh to !us personal relations with 
Ro-htli Kekhia F/.i-.i 

42. Fan.-n, Naur 

Born in Akppa I91S? of humble paremage. 
Educated in the lower classes of Aleppo Secondary 
School. Worked with his- father as a iradcstuan until 
1935. He tiicEi look up journalism and accepted 
htek jobs nit low wages on various newspapers. He 
w.is ctoti'-uferctl by hi*, employers to K- (oo vcrtal 
and ill-cdacatod 10 be given a position of trust. Ills 
w-.M-k in the pre?-> brought him into touch with 
Wahbe Hariri (ry.vj who began to cinplay him on 
Confidential tasks and arranged a marriage for him 
into the Baqi family. Finn's sister-in-law by this 
marriage laier became the wife of llusni Zacm i^.v.j. 
Hariri purchased a Damascus newspaper AUf 80 in 
1^48 und iippojntod Fansa editLVr-in-ehicf. Before 
life Zaim ctutp (t£mt Fansa was becoming a person 
df some tnif>nrt.iricc in the Syrian pre^s. 

On 3hi March he became private secretary to 
Husni Zairrt and remained in that position until the 
'Second coup <n‘.tui w hen he was arrested He took 
a prominent part in Syrian foreign affairs, fie 
ajran^cd A medinj: between Zaiim and Kinp Fan>uk 
in April t949. visiled King fbn Saud and the Preyt- 
dene of 1 he French Republic, and whipped up ami- 
Hashemile feeli-ny in the local press, Imprisoned 
when Znini's regime wjv overthrown in August 1949. 

He is exiremcly venal He amassed a Wee per- 
lional fortune beiween March and 'Wmst 1049 . He 
ts iirnoraiit, pompous and trusts no on.- ffte.:? he o c 
■a s.peeial militar. court bus round ih noi euilt 1 “ and 
released early in |9?to 

43. Faraj Vhsh.inu-il eJ ■sheikh 

Bom alwui 1B95, Leader of the WuMn semi- 
sedcnian tribe on die Fuphrates, centring on Raqqa. 
Is on bad icrms with Mujbem ibn Muheid Uj.v,} of 
the Feetaan. Has considerabk: iTillueiiec on Ahu 
Sh.ulun Confederacy fwiiii-sedcnfarics]. Pa no lied 
January 1943 for obstruction to mad making and to 
Allied wheji plan Allowed to return m Jammrv 
1945. 

Intelligent hut incltned to hvpocrisv and takes 
hasty decision.s 

44. 1 atiivah. \Kihamcd a I 

iUm Deir e? Zor, about IS80. Suntti Moslem. 
Deputy in Istanbul in days of Ottoman Empire. 
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Ex-President pi the Municipality of Dt;ir ez Zor, 
Headed the movement in Deir ti Zen in May E y 4l 
to help Rashid All in Jm revolt by (miring the 
Country and trying to sctid recruits to join the SfAqi 
arms. Dcputv [or Dcir e/ Zor 193^ and again in 
1947 

45, I i'bf. f a'ur Ainir 

Born abom 1.900. Chief of the 1-1 Fad I Bedouin 
i sedentary i near Lake Hula- The lands, of hi*- tribe 
are astride the Syria -Palestine frontier. SoW has 
land* in Palestine io Jews. Elected! Deputy for 
Kuncitra. December 1936. Strongly suspected -of 
bring engaged in smuggling amts and men to 
Palestine during {he disturbances of 1937 io I939j 
Wins useful io British during and before Syrian cam¬ 
paign iJune 1^411 Went on pilgrimage to Mecca, 
winter. 1941-42. and. on return, spread ptfn-AHied 
prop.ifjtn.Ja at instance of Ibn Saud. in May 1942 
toured Syria with, Jamil Sh.irmt. securing the 
signature*. of e*-Deputies to jl declaration in favour 
of :he President of (lie Republic, Sheikh Taj rd Din. 
Deptity for Kuncitra |943 and again its 1947. Has 
since oined the supported of a monarchist regime 
f.’t Syria under King Abdullah and rnuintnirts close 
contact with Amman Vriitcd America M itie time 
of the United Nations Conference in San Francisco 
and spent a month in fondon on Isis way back* 
Took part in various minor skirmishes with Jewish 
settlements in she Huhi area during (he early part 
of 19-ife. Some of bis tribe have gone over to the 
Israel is. 

A weak and spendthrift individual who has not 
maintained the renown of his family established by 
his father Always playing at politics but wjih no 
conviction. Has the ambition to become a Minister, 
An j greed hie but ineffective personality. 

46, tpha/ri. Said id 

Bern about lf?9S. Took law depcc in Damascus 
rn 1921. Deputy io the Constituent Assembly 1928, 
but lost his popularity with the National i vis by 
supporting ShctMi l"a j cd Din Pressed for 
Nationalist participation in 1932 elections. When 
negotiations with High Commissioner s delegate 
came to a deadlock rlhsan Sherif insisting on 
Handing), Said a! Glwzi withdrew his own 

candidature. Reputation enhanced by not being a 
tty to the stihwqucnl uniuceessful deals with 
Ponsot Withdrew ti second time rn favour ol 
Afif el Solh in July by’elections. Included in Ala 
Bey ai Ayoubi'ji Cabinet .is Miniiter of Justice in 
March 1936, Refused the pr4 of Mohatlv of Lam- 
fci.i in January 1937. Appointed Dirccfor-Caieml 
of the Ministry of National Economy 1931$ and 
Director'Genera I of Posts and Telegraphs in 3^3S. 
but dismissed In 1939. Included un Shukri 
Qttw r atit's list for 194? election. he polled nearly as 
many votes as Onwaili himself. Re-elected Deputy 
1947, fn fact it b almost certain that be polled 
more votes but the matter was arranged. 1 * 

Minister of Jus'iee ami Ravitailkmcnf in Fares 
Kbouris second Govern mem. April to August 1945. 
Minister of Finance in Jamil MardamN first Govcm- 
meat. December 1946 to October 1947. and was on 
several occasions acting Prime Minister Minister 
or National Economy in M.irdam's second Govern¬ 
ment, October 1947, Good-natured, intelligent, 
comfortably off Too colourless to bo either useful 
or dangerous Of moderate Nationalist tendencies, 
but dissatisfied with treatment received from that 
party and Sms kept out of politic* recently, 

47, IIdlar, Lulfi 

Born Damascus I BBS of a Family of well-estab¬ 
lished merchants Minister of Public Works tinder 
(he DanmJ. 1926, and deported for Nationalist 
sympathies some months later, Member of the 


Constituent Assembly. L92S, Accepted post as 
administrator of Ain Fijeh waterworks, 193 U 
Depute in 1932 and again in 1936 when he was 
ejected vtee-president of the Chamber of Deputies. 
Minister of Finance in the second Jamil Mardiin 
Cabinet (July 1937 to February 1939.1, Prime 
Minister, 23rd February to I4lh March. 1939. 
Implicated in the murder of Dr, Sfuimndar in July 
I94tt. and flul to- Bagdad Returned (o Syrui after 
the charge against him liud been dropped and the 
Government of Directors replaced by the moderate 
Nationalist Government nf Khalcd Sley el Atm 
in April 1941. Deputy For Damascus 1943 and 
again in 1947 arid Minister of Interior in SaadulEoh 
Jahri'- Government (.Augur-a ."4.’ -Octobci I944i, but 
resented the loner's interference in his Department. 
Minister oi Interior m I '.secs Khaim’* third Gorem- 
m,. ii, \ugiist-Scptember 1945 Minister of 
I :t-riui in 5a ad uHah Jabri's second Government, 
September 1945 to April 1946. Although poetically 
illiterate is interested m the newspaper 1/ Inston, 
which is nominally owned and directed by his cousin, 
Waph d Haffar. 

Not an extreme Nationalist, bat tiu.s ;i Eemgiby 
record of poLucal activity in connexion with 
Palestine -avsisied Nebib d A/.mi to organise die 
Arab Conference at lllodat) in 1935 and Is now 
Chairman of the Syrian Committee for the Defence 
of Pales tine. Not a strong personality though he 
Was an important member of the Nationalist bloc 
and was president of the Damascus branch of the 
National Party sn 1 94 ^. A good seeoficl tiddler. Has 
lately been sullcring from heart trouble. 

46. HaiJo Hiivutn 

Bom ghout neat Mnrdine. Turkey, Head 
of Haverkan tribe of Kurds which moved into Syria 
about 1922. No sfvciJk education, but reads and 
writes Kurdish, \rjbic and Turkish With his late 
fa tiler took prominent part In Separatist Movement 
in the Je/irah Resides at Higsetthl- Was pro- 
Ally and co-operative durine the war: elected 
Deputy fot Ka m;sh1:i 1943 ami m 1947, but does not 
enjoy the ooufidonce of ihe National Parly owing to 
his fotmer connexion with ihe French, 

49. Hakim, iiaius Bil at 

IJorn Djim.r-'.u- nboul If-Bh Wa$ an Inspector of 
i-muncc and Ht^r Director of Posts :md ['etegraphs 
in [ .nsalN Syrian Government of 1918-20, He ivas 
held responsible for delay in. '.ending Fii saJN 
reply to General Gountid'i tihiniatum in July 1920. 
(Ti was the absence of a reply thsi provided the 
excuse for Genera! Gourdud to order Freneh troops 
to advance On Damascus ,) Estled hy the French 
but had fled to Egy pt and later went to Iraq Then 
he obtained art appointment as manager of the Arab 
Rank's Jalla branch. Amnestied in 1937, he 
returned to Daruasciis and, as a loyal Naiinnalist. 
was appointed Director General of Wakf. Minister 
of Fttucation oi Bukhari Cabim-i ^ March io May 
1939, Later became Director of Government Vgri- 
cultural Bunk- In September 1941 became Prcsidcnl 
of O^dtKil *nd Minister of Fioattec in Indepen¬ 
dent ” Syria under the presidency of Sheikh Taj uri 
Din. as prodaimed b) French Ouirrellcd with 
President over Utter’s financial requests anil with 
French over rum-gran ling of various concession* of 
foirn to independence Because of Iris rather stub¬ 
born ami limited capacity wav on bad terms with his 
colleagues, whom he was unable to pull together. 
Was undoubtedly pro-British, but was very indiscreet 
in falling under the influence of unworthy eoun- 
seltors He gave his enemies a chance to attack 
him because he openly proclaimed himself as 
opniwed to the feudal landlords ;md because,, 
although mflierinllv honest, he provoked laws to 
benefit bimvejf in small ways. In April 1942 he wav 
forced to resign, in rather unpleasant manner, after 
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defying the Presidem,, aud reverted io fewmor employ ¬ 
ment as Director of the National (Syrian t Agricul tural 
Rank until July 1944. when h L - retired. Since then 
he has criticised (he actions of the President of the 
Republic and the Government in Iceects and memo 
randa and bus 1w-H;n outspokenly in favour oS a 
Hushnuile monarchy in Syria. Applied to visit 
London at (hi; .same time as the Eoiir Abdullah early 
in 1946, but was not granted a visa as his visit did 
not come under any category- admissible at the time 
knd it was not considered desirable to make any 
exception. Failed in 1947 elections Fleeted av an 
independent io the Constituent .Assembly in Novem¬ 
ber, 1949. 

fd F Hakim, 1 ilk met el 

Born J89C1. Obtained NiD. ill Insianbui College. 
served in me Turkish army during the \ ir-vt World 
War and sc tiled in Idlib. where lie practised 
Deputy for Idlib 1926. 1936, 1943 and 3 947. Minis¬ 
ter of 3‘ui-lic Works in Fares Khoury s second 
GovL-rn ini'til. April to August 1945. am! agaist in 
Khourv's liiird Government. August to ScpLcmbm 
1945, Mmislei of National Economy in Jamil 
Mu rJam :, fust Government, December 1946 to 
October 1947. and [Tircctor-Gcaerdl <'f Krira, 
Elected second Vice-Presdetu of the Chamber o' 
Deputies, October 1947. Appointed Minister of 
National Economy id 1948, Used to be a member 
of the National Mue, but has net joined the National 
J > .itiy. Tie is not very impre-.>ivc und has nsuatlj 
held office because he has few enemies. He is 
respected for hti bonesiy and succeeded in making 
a number of reforms to clean up the Ministries of 
which he rtjs in charge. 

5L Hulahr. Fuad 

Born Damascus abo*u 1905. Sunni Moslem. 
Married it) an Atttssi of Honis: fnrnnerly civil judge 
m D.tmascus and Horn.. Appointed Acting 
Mohjh t o! Homs cmmmicd in October .tnd 

miiflt.ilued i 1 ! office h> Saadullah John’s Guvvm- 
mr d .deputed honest .n judge, und showed him¬ 
self an astute and capable adntinNtt«tor After ins 
drlimtc appointment .is. Mdxnfla, however, he dis¬ 
played political ambitions and showed himseJt reluc- 
tani \o EAke a sirorig line when nolahlcv were eon- 
eeFised Appointed earlv in 1946 ns .Administrative 
Inspector at Ministry of Interior, From December 
1946 Director of Tribal Affairs but was sacked in 
1949. 

52. I turn/ill. Aral 

Born about pOJk EducareJ m Dumascus. 
Studied Iji'.s it! ihc Damascus School of l_aw 
Member of the Court -'f Appeal hiiving horn 
appviintcd to iht'. p-”t in icar 1936 Head ot die 
Damascus Municipality in April l L H2 until early 
1945. when he was appointed Govenmient repre- 
scntuiUc on ibit Council of State. From June l g l7 
Sr..Tetar..-Genera] of Prime MimsterA office (he is 
ti brother-in-Law of Jamil MurJanri, OqgufttMtd 
Dajrifl-sicu^ Spittirc Fund. Member of 4 wcIl-knowTi 
D.im i-vUS family daiflting JcsvTrnl front the 
Ptnptict Mohflmcd. Given King's Medal for Ser¬ 
vice iit the Cause of Freedom m 1947 . popuiar. 
pLravarvi, «.-li m i.-.ncrcd .u:J well educated, but 
rather weak Well disposed towards Britain 

53, llariri, \iuhatlK-d Khtir 

Born .?boui 19iV). Die most inflUL-ntial sheik I: sn 
tin- H iitrau Considered .1 Urge landowner \fter 
the e.i(ry of the Allies into Syria he was one of the 
pri-.n.ip:'I igiintoTS fv>r the ct>-ordination of die 
Haurert with Transjordan, Durinfi the snmmrci of 
1942 he was 1 leading figure id the move for a 
Kauram Mohafio. His name headed the tdegram of 
protestation vent 10 General Collet on 2Pth 
40916 


August. 1942, complaining of Hu^-ru Baru?.i's high- 
handed method for the collection of wheat, Thi* 
telegram demanded Barazis rcrigJUUOit under threat 
o! non-co-operadoti w ith the O.l P. Frequently 
travels (0 Damascus, where he Jiu>. dealings wirh 
pvvlLtical personages. Deputy for Ezraa. Huuon, 

1 94 3, and again in 3947. 

l.ikTJte, out no! educated. Poliiivally conscious, 
ambitious and willing to run with the hares. Elected 
10 Lhe Consiituciu Assembly iu November 1949, 

54. Hariri. tVahhi ft 

Born in Altppr? tn 19.>7, received .l secondary 
schtwl cducalion. t : niil 1939 was a small tuntractor 
and btwiiiCsiTiiaii in Aleppo. witJi connexions in 
Turkey. During the war he very rapidly increased 
his foriusic contracting for the b'rench and Briti-Sh 
armies, and building what i* now the largest tesiile 
hicCiTTs in Syria. Gave the price of a Spitfire to ihc 
Brih'h in I 942 . Elected Deputy in 5^43 on Saudllah 
J a Ini's list and in 194" on the listed ihe PnrtianienCiry 
Popular Party. /Appointed Minister of Finance in 
Jamil MurdamN GiuemmeEit in October 3947 . !S 
on good terms with Jonul He is a clever business¬ 
man with few scruples, but has no knowledge of 
Government sin.ence Of of currency mattefv He 
dnnkv he.tvdy. and is: dLipoirfd to talk frankly with 
the British with whom he believes his commercial 
interests lie. 

Alleged to Ik a strong early supporter of Colrifld 
Zaun after the coup tfEuit : his newspaper Atif Ha 
was consist cully pro-Zaim. His fitumcial dealings 
during the Zaixn period are now under investigation 
by a special committee, and his properly has been 
setiuesiraled. He Inmsdf has vanished 

55. tlalcni, Dr, Vnivur 

Born 19 1 " An Alepme Christian educated in 
France, graduate of law from [’Litis L'nivervity. 
Teacher of French Literature at ihc Ts.jhii School. 
Dasnareu-?. ri>33 36 Secretary to Prime Minister 
| ;| -7 Assistant Chief of Diwun IE Krinie 

Minister's Office 1939-42 Director ol Propigamia 
arid Social Alhurs April E942--April 1443. Cine! uf 
Service hi Prime Minister's Office 'April 1443 May 
1945. Director r*f Prime Ministers Omce May 1945, 
Appointed Second CotuiH'llor jl Minisiry tor Foreign 
Affairs March 1946 in addition to his other >■ ■ 
August 1947 sent on mission to London and was 
cue -1 of British Council for a month. Inlelliiiem 
and has ’ecurate idea of the inefficiency of live 
Syrian Govemcnait. \ suppoitei of Jamil Mj-Jj.u 
and a friend of Munir Vjtares, he has frequently shown 
himrelf willing to pp'vije information to His 
Majesty's Legation. Now combines the posts of 
sccidary-general of the Secretarial of the Council of 
M 1 ciistc s jind dfrectoi of the Prime Minister's Office. 

£6. Ilawaslt, \.rh 

Aliwite. Bum about 1885 riiief nf the 
M.,t 4 Wi: ih Inlre living at SM 1 T. 1 . Hls family for¬ 
tunes, never great, hire diminished to such an evtcni 
(haE he bre to rely on hri tribe fwhich is not richf 
fi.r financial iuppust. Conmmsalre of Police in 
Beirut under VurMsIi regime, Kccentment of favour 
shown by Preach .0 other Abmile leaders made him 
throw in his lot with the Nationalist bloc, and he was 
made Molw.fi/ of the lTuiran flfWl nad '.ubsc- 
qtiemly of the Damascus province whence he was 
retired in 1941 Lived in retirement :,i Safiia. and 
wire arreted hy the Vichy luthoritics during ihc 
battle "I Syria i nc. tyAeojcd by 1 nv.iinc presdi 
who did tun, however, regard him as reliable. His 
altitude to the Brifiili m cuunlly imretiuhlc, 
ArnSsfed and internal (May I H3) for allcvcd contact 
with Artis. By many his itnM was regarded as a 
l»lil^l move hy the French against the 
N;iLionalu,ts 
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A fTutn of many tnamagc?., Lavish, educated^ but 
<»f limited intelligence, stubborn, courageous and 
popular in spile his poverty. 

571 Ha> anu Tsmliq 

Siinm Moslem. Bom about 1895. From Aleppo. 
K .tmufc jl'si i.D omna in 1 ^15 ami Governor of 
H.ilujei. 1931.). SecrcLaiy to die Syrian Government. 
:ilin: the dismissal of Sheikh Ui ftl Om flMJl), 
Acting Governor of Dufia-wajft Jtiling ibe dctUOils of 
April 1932, President mi the Miiiucrpatitv ol 
Damascus, 193b. and Mohfiu of Damascus- Dk- 
eiijskJ M.ircfi 1^42 and dusked :ii Council of Stale 
whence he wu recalled to become Director-GeneraI 
of the Inceriur on (he dismissal of Bahij at Klmtib 
m.v. i Qcuiber 1942 Having quarrelled with hk 
Minkler iLutii Hailiir) was appumtod Director- 
General of Poms and reledapbs August 1944. A 
plewsiint. person and has. shown. himself to be 
co operative pariitutu 1 1^ re putting through oonlracu 
fL-T ftiitkb tisaith for tdevommum cation material, 
Sijj’ufjjJ telephones coni net for eiajtiplc, Ha', 
represented Syria on nc \eral occasions at Arab League 
Co.Timunicalions,. Committee, 

5#, H iff el, Shaikh Abbud si 

Burn ahum 1914. Son of Sheikh Jcduari al Hificl. 
the weak and stingy Sheikh of the AgauUi. Sheikh 
AhbuJ was ejected Deputy for Meyadmc in 1943 and 
again in 1947. Speak-- Arabic only mu lh intelligent 
and has the personality w command the (c>pcct.of his 
folluwo-n As he is still young and untried he k apt 
to tvsoft to force to Lbscrt himself, hut is not by nature 
luriuilc.it Hts popularity is .in ihe increase amongst 
the ApidaL Fleeted to the Constituent; .Assembly in 
November 1949. 

59. Himlk'h, l.rtgcun- 

Armenian Catholic Archbishop of Aleppo. Bom 
1895 E ducalcd m the Armenian Seminary in 
Rome Member of a wealthy Aleppo family with 
political coiinc.vjons. \ brother was at one lime 
Minister of Finance. Formerly known as a Franco¬ 
phile; after h ts brother's resignation from I he Finance 
Ministry he became a vehement critic of the French 
AJmiinistration in Syria,, and later hoe*roc just as 
critic*I of the Syrian Nationalist Administration 

A prelate whose inter cats hfc more temporal than 
spiritual and who is not much tntstoJ locally 

fd, Ilinnaui. CTofOabd Sami 

Moslem, born I8 l >9 in Aleppo. Littered Military 
School, tkinstaniliiopEe. in !^3(» After graduation 
was ported to the Caucasus front, where his courage 
attracted intention Joined Syrian gendarmerie in 
1921. In 1924 was transferred to Syrian Legion of 
the French army in lhc LevanE. Promoted eaplam 
193$ In ! l )45 fought against the French and 
attacked and occupied Vleppo barrack* Promoted 
major 1947. Commanded .m infantry battalion, 
during the Palestine War in 1948. Promoted limn, 
colond in August 1948 tu recognition of services 
during Palestine War. Appointed Ci'mtnander of 
1st Brigade in January 1949. A suited Husni Zaint 
in the latter'* mi/) iff Jot of 30th March, 1949 Pro. 
moled brevet coland in April 3 'Mn Staged awp 
fTttaim Mth August, 1949. which overthrew Husni 
/aim and resulted in death of Husni Znim and 
Muhiin Bjinir] tij.vj, Became Commander-in-Chicf 
Army and Armed Fortes on I4th August. 1^49, and 
president of the Supreme War Council, which handed 
over government in civilian Cabinet cm [5lh August 
A fat, rather Stupid officer without! pervnnaKls 
I'^asd by hi* Nnim-iti-Uw Asad Talks f^.vA to 
promote Ssro-Iratp union with the result that he 
incurred the hostility nf that section of the Army 
which iv opposed to this project, and was affected and 
imprisoned after a successful military cvwp 
organised bv Licitb-Colend Adib Shkhakk fcr.vd on 


l'Jth December. 1949. Retired on pension in 
January, E95Q, Is still awaiting trial for alleged 
treason against the Slate, 

61, 11 Iraki, Hikfliat 

Born about 1895, Prominent Moslem landowner 
of Maaret-cn Nomain (Aleppo region). No political 
career, tint always friend!) to the French. Is a 
farmer and cm very good terms with the jft&douiais of 
his district and with his own tenants. Became Minis* 
ter ,«f RaihUlillement in the Has-van ul Hakim 
Guvernmcft! (Sepiemher 1941 to April 19421, again 
in Hu’vr.i Barujj’i Government (April 1942 to 
January l l M3) and again in Jemil L’khi’i Govern¬ 
ment xJaniiais 1943 io March W43i. alvo 

app<'inied Assistant to Jemil I khi av Pusidcnt of 
the Wlwul Commission Deputy 1943 for Maarcl-cn- 
Noman and again in 1947. Shrewd LErclod u> 
the Conslituenl Assembly in November 1949 

62 , Honiw F ifiinmd 

Born 1 901 Son of Albert Homey, educated A.I H. 
Svrit.'erland and F.ngland. private banket with 
in teresti in ligvpt, who did lucmtive business with 
Turks during The 19|4 war ^as Syrian Minister 
of Finance (March to October |9;36) Member of 
Syrian delegation for the conclusion of the Fmrca- 
Syrian Treaty in 1936. Fleeted Nationalist Deputy 
Tor Aleppo, December 1936. Took unofficial charge 
of the British Cot&ritife it Aleppo during 1941 
cvaouvLion and has always been outspoken in his 
British sympathies. Was made honorary Commander 
of the' Bril ish Frnpirc April 1946 appointtjd 
MinAtcr of Finance in SaadulEah Jabri s third 
Government when tie instiiuied invcMtigaiioft into 
irregulilrities m Finance Ministry Faded in 1947 
elections on Prcsidcni'v list. Was appointed Syrian 
Minister io London in June 1949 by Husm Zaina and 
Continues lo hold thut pf.^st Is intelligent anj 
pleasant, if MUNwlal indolent, 

63, fiuiiranL Aknmi 

Born Hama stout 1*415. Suitfli Moslem. Lawyer, 
Fvtrcmiit Leader of Youth Party ct Mania. J curled 
Iraqi revolution 1941 at bead oJ a vmall number of 
young men; mci German uamntifinion in Homs atitl 
AkppO. Deputy 1943. and Secretary of Chamber of 
Deputies. Intelji^nt and has considerable influence 
over young men, including vons of notables, in spite 
of his anli’feudal viewy, engaged in active 

dgiiaiion nyuinsi the Feudal Party (GhaJeh V/m, 
\bdul Qader Kailant (^.i i ) and escaped arrest 
together with ftaif Mdqi only by intervention 
v>f the Prime Minister il'cbruaiy 1944) A lending 
member of the Constitutional Liberal I'.irty and a 
most active critic of list Government, Proprietor 
and chief editor of ES Yaijza Sirs! published May 
(946—which from The tir-,i issue has adopted a 
violently anti-British attitude, and is notable even 
among.sL Syrian newsjwpcrv for the inaevumey oi Its 
maws. Re^lectcil Deputy for Hama 1947. Member 
Of ParliafllcnEsry Loiisiuuliomd Parly t ,J 4S. Actu illy 
fought for vi\ week^ with vnlunteeR in PaJc.unc early 
1948. and urged severe measures in Governtncni". 
An intitnuie counsellor of Ziim in the early Jays of 
the ctwp <f £mt of March 1949 and is Hiid io have 
tocn rcspotiiiblc for many of the reforms which were 
then initiated. Broke with /.aim and after the latter"* 
death became Minister of Agriculture in Ha>hcm 
Alassis Cabinet of Angus! 1949 in which he seems 
to tv ihe most dynamic member, A man with 
considerable drive but vain and HtCsponsjble Fleeted 
as an Independent to the Constituent Assembly in 
November. l- J 49. I leaded the group in the Assembly 
which strongly opp<p-e> Syru lr^j union .md found 
powerful support amony Army officers, notably 
I,lent -Colonel Adtb Sh Ah ally (c/.i 1 .) viith whom he 
threw in his lot Appointed Minister of Defence in 
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the Cabinet focntod by Khalid al Asm in Lkeembcr, 
1949, In January, 1950* formed his own radical- 
socialist party the “ Arab Socialist Party." Resigned 
from the Cabinet in April 1950. Art increasingly 
strange and evert sinister character who is rarely seen 
in public. Ambitious and ruthW he iv out to make 
a bid for political power- 

64. Jiuhfit, 5 nluimiu 

Born about St-hK at Jezirat ibn Omar, Turkey 
Fducated at Catholic (v,Siege in Mosul, where he 
worked as teacher anil preacher, and later was secre¬ 
tary i-Ti Ene CadiOltC Misdon. Syrian Ddholic Arch- 
bi.vnop of the Jc/irah. A continued supporter of tJie 
Nationalists, and later nf die Separatist Movement 
in Jim trull Went to Paris in 1937 with the Syrian 
Catholic Patriarch. Cirditial fappoimi. and suc¬ 
ceeded in securing from the Fneoch Govctmuenl 
cetlaiis additional safeguards IW his conmiunity in 
Jczifab, Lull ^s, obliged le* nciuain in Beirut Tor a 
tittle in 1933. fn W9 was again connected wiLh 
(lie Nfp.irziibst ;igit,Li;ari in the Je/,irah, which con¬ 
tributed to the downfall of the Nationalist Govern- 
merit in July 1939. Dunns Vl 9hy reginte in Syria 
Was pro-Ally .md lidped AElied tn.iop> during the 
occupation (1 1} 411 A k«n churchman and an astute 
politician i\hti ,?hh protects Lhu inicrs>Ls of his 
nock. 

65. Eltmidi Mohamcd a I 

Bijrn Deir e. 1 /.or .lIkhi! lK H AJ. Sunni Moslem. 
Rich landlord and ex-presidem Saleh of EVir o r Zor 
Chamber of Commerce Parc-owner of Deir ir/ Zor 
F-lectricity Company ami owner of several pumping 
engines along the Luptimes Was a supporter of 
National Hoc and linked with Mohamet! ci Ayesft 
(^.v,), being one iff hi- strongest supporters. Elis 
nan Qarim was elected Deputy for Deir e/ /or 1943. 

66. iluralki. Bishop, Ignatiov 

Bom about 1900, Greek OrthodLiv Bishop of 
Hama As usu.it with Levant ecclesiastics, more 
inlcfcsictl in ixiEtiics than church rnattL-m and tries, 
to get tons finger in every pit- Plays off Mostems 
against French, Supporter of Nalionalitt hive, was 
elected vice-president of ihc Committee for the 
IX-fence of E'alistlne at the Arab Conference in 
HLuckm 1937. At meeting at Aleppo (21 si Novem¬ 
ber, 3 942'] in commemorate Hanano. Nationalist 
hern, made a speech to tin: eifect thai there were m 
rtiinorities. This, rouscil uproar in the Christian and 
French drdes. A speaker of repute, in July 5947 
was sent by Patriarch to Brawl, where he add rested 
ex-pa triate Syrian.*, 

Clever and un^CtUpuklus 

67. Ibfcdi. Nun al 

Bom abou( 1895 Fdueatcd at A.U.B, and 
Cirenoctef Aericullural College Appointed by 
Sandulfah JabriN Govern mem to be Director-General 
of friba] Affairs (March 1944} on the cession of 
the Tribal Department by the French to the Syrians. 
Re.-isinird Hovemher 1946. fleeted Deputy for 
Damascus |9.|7, receiving, highest number of volts 
cast, which made him aspire eo ihc Presidcncv Has 
■spent a great deal of money on Lhc inipnuL-ment 
of hi* farm n«iT Damascus. co-opted Minister 
of Agriculture m Husni Zaire's two Cabinets and 
worked hard in retain his Mirtiatn 

68. Ibrnhim Fnsha. Khalil Bey 

Biirn about 1S8.8 at Veniirshehir, in Turkey. 
Sunni Moslem Kurd, chief of Miltr tribe, but di»- 
claimed by many real Kurd* as there is a large Arab 
clement in The Tribe S indict I In Istanbul; speaks 
and writes Fork Ah and Arabic. Wealthy landowner 
in Rws el Ain; in hrs time has sided with Turks, 
Kurds, Arabs, French. British and Germans; a com 


plcte bandit and double-eraser, hut po^tss*. con- 
sidcraHe ciiarm. LLevied Deputy tor Hassctchu 

1943, hut failed in 1947 to secure re-election. 

69, lflgliri t Iv-4.hu 

Born I9I.T, bducatcd Ameocan L'niverstty of 
Beirut jitd Law CbOegc. Dam a sens. A friend of 
■Sahrj e| A.sisuIl fr/.i'-K in whuse office he was from 
1937 to 1939. practised as a lawyer from L940 to 

1944, when he wa> appotniiiij head s>f a lli:pir[jiiei|i 
61 the Presidency. Wqs known io be a iymjithistr 
with the League of National Action and i* thought 
io have been mixed up in the Sh ihbandar myrder. 
Visited London. November L'J45. as one of the secre¬ 
taries to trie Syrian delegation to lhc preliminary 
meeting of the United Naiisms Organissticm Con¬ 
ference. and returned favourably impressed with 
lititisr: inicnltosii. Member al Syrian delegaimn nil 
Litiiied Nations Enquiry Committee to Greece and 
Balkuii Sian--, J.iiiuaiy 1947. Adviser to Syrian 
delegation in Untied Nations Assembly, September 
1947 Acting Secretary -Genera I af Presidency, 
February i L ?4S, Member of Syrian Delegation to 
United Nation-, Assembly in Paris in I94fi. Was 
arrevied rnij subsetuentiy released by Husni /aim 
in April 1949. Speaks excellent English, A -some¬ 
what overfed and, grow. man. and while on the surface 
easy to cet on with, he is probably not too reliable ; 
he is, however, certainly Loyal in SEmkri Quwatly, K 
now practising law, 

70, Mtfk|- Said Bey 

Bora 1897. Syrian Orthodox Christian, Fleeted 
Christian Deputy for the Jerirah in 1^37. despite 
the opposition of the Syrian Notioualist. Deputy 
for K.iimshli 5 943, Ucmtroflcr of the t?hamlicr of 
[>epuiie 5 1943 44. though fnrmeity one nt the 
leaders of the Separatist movement in. Je^ireh. now 
.supports Syrian unity Failed 1947 elections 
Fleeted to the Constituent AsscmhU in November 
1949 

“1, ,TahL Dr, Krehdi 

Born Damascus rityu, Sunni Moslem Doctor 
of medicine of American l mvcrsitj of Beirut 192(5. 
IXMor to Damascus Municipality 19.36. Is ntoic 
interested in soda! and politic^]'actiitiics than in 
medicine. Since early L92ti's has been jssowiatod 
with Alt Daudasiu in Syrian Scout movement. 
Member of League of National Avtinn 1 1936} and on 
good terms with NationuEist Wor, who nude use of 
Jab'* scout? for political demonstrations and propa¬ 
ganda. Implicated fii plot against the security of 
the State and B.d»i at Khaiiti- (July l a 39) anti iled 
the country Io Transiordan. w here he established a 
dime in Amman. In his absence was .sentenced to 
twenty year-.,' imprisonment and twenty sears' 
hnnisionent, and ouh returned to Syria in 1941, 
when cfiargEa against him httil been dropped. In 
H42 appointed presidcrti of Higher Scouting Com¬ 
mittee and pOftkipated in rnovetnent to tip-post 
affiliation i4 Scout 1 with Syrian Ministry of Youth 
and helped Rayhid Mi to make hi* jounwy to Saudi 
krabin I94S EvenUiulty cacne (*■ ierais and sv.i* 
ii.uiiiiiateJ nead of Higher Scout Conuniltee Hn 
brother faniil irpow defunct'', also a anemtoj of ilu- 
Lcogue of National Action in Germanopltilcl, flfe.1 
the country oo the -Mlicd occupation. After the 
failure of his private practice in Doma^ux 
Dr Rnslidi secured the appointment of Director of 
Health in I atakia (April 19441. Sent to England. 
September 3‘>46, on n medical mission Appointed 
Director of Health in Aleppo early in 194ft. 

Appointed Sccrctary-TJeneral ri Mroistry of Health 
in May 1949, He k not a good organiser, however, 
and wants everything to pa*.s through his hands with 
the result that there is often delay and COIlfu&KW in 
the Ministry 
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72. Jabri, Ihwi Bey jbJ 

Bom Aleppo about 1885. Brother of the Die 
5a.ulul3.ih li! Jabri. Deputy for Aleppo in i'tm Parlia¬ 
ment at Constantinople during, the Turkish regime 
Lirij for a lirne jiite-dc-vu nip to the SuJtnn Returned 
to Aleppo after the -■■. ■* r jtid pftjeeetled to Damascus, 
where he was ChamberDtn to King Faisal during the 
latter's >hs>rt reign Fled with King Faisal at the 
lime of the French occupation of UonwsctisL fin4 
so pale,Lute and then lo Ira^. In 1924 he was 
delegated by the Strain Arabs to go to Geneva 
lo uphold lhe eauve of Syrian imJejKndenee at the 
League of Nations in compaoj with the Druse 
leader, the Lmir Shakab Arrian. Sente need by the 
Frcrvch to perrstenem banishment front Syria and 
remained tn l urupe working for Syrian, inde¬ 
pendence from L924 to (9.17. Amnestied m April 
1M.-7 anil wav Mohafb of Latakiain November 1937 
to April 1939. Was actively associated with bread 
strike’, in Aleppo, March 1941. Arrested by the 
British in Aleppo m September 1942 a?, potentially 
dun.erotiv, bnL released in September !44j. Failed 
i ei l-d7 elections, president of the Aleppo branch of 
National Party 3st4S Vn cnihuvL&*ac Nationalist 
of influence who still has persona] ambitions. 

73. Jabri, >|cjd rd Din Bey 

Bom in 1910. von oi Kemnl Bey Jabn and nephew 
of Saadiilbli Bey JubriL married !□ Hale, daughter of 
Uivau Bey iabri t brother of Saadutlah Beyl- 
Fduc.UcJ at Aleppo and for five years at Robert 
College, Istanbul Spent three years, 1932 to 1935, in 
l mted Stales iU.A„ Illinois University ^fierc he 
studied engineer ina. Served for six years in I be 
Public Wfsfk^ Department of the Palestine Gavem- 
meut and seconded for service in Transjordan 
1 3 ■ ■ 7 43 1 , Scetci.i y-General of Aleppo Municipality 
I -54 IS and President of tl e Municipality since July 
1946 Took ^flice is Mi mate of Public Wtnk* in 
Killed el AzmA non-party Governmedl of Detent' 
be. 1 I^S. Although invdcJ by Husfli 2a hi Lo act 
iis public »or bs adviser he refused anti was. apparently 
itgainsi the regime. Also n/u-eJ the post os Mmister 
nf Public Works in Hishim Cabinet -..f 

August m L », Wdt educated, practical, mode ate and 
He-.- susceptible lo p*iy and family irirtLirncev than 
rnent Arabs DfiviHe biv licrlr spare lime 10 exploit* 
ine hi v fattier A man; cdites Speaks exedkm 
Fuel ■ , ’ ind yumd French ; the num hope for ihe 
future nf ibe Jahri family. Withdrew to tleifut at 
the end of t f i44 itto ha* apparently given up any hle:t 
of reluming Lo Syrian politic* Much influenced by 
his wife 

74. dahbant, Uassan Bti 

Akwttc Bom about 1897 at ATexandrclfa. where 
he was educated in the French (tiHfrge d« FrerCx 
Worked in ihc Deutsche Pa lectin a Bunk *nd on I be 
Bv i id Railway before tin" |9L4 war After the 
armistice of 141$ he supported ihc French, and in 
|U 42 was ippoinied Director of ihc Finance IVpurl- 
mml in the Sunjab of Atexandfctlu Wenl to 
Geneva in l«. J 7 lo asjrbi the League of Nation.* 
experts in drawing up the sianne «>f ilie umjak. 
Supported rhe Alawite demerit in the sum.ik, which 
hr his done much to orimnire. I xpdlcd from 
Akaandrctta in Augurt 1938 and appointed Director 
of F i irwe .ii Aleppo later in that year Appointed 
rhrecior-Cronerjf of Finance by K faded el Arm in 
April l IJ 4l and combined this with she directorate of 
Supply for one rear Inspector of Trade Di*puEefl + 
1943 M mirier <4 R'lVilailti-mem in Fam Kfiouri's 
second Government April lo Au-gust 1^4* Minister 
of RaviiflilJemenr in Fare-- Khouri'i third Govern* 
me«t August (o October ! 945. STinivter of National 
Economy and acting Minister <if RsvitaiHemem and 
Government Repfeseriutive MIRA in S,iadulFah 
labn'* second Govemiwnt October 1915 (o April 
1946, acting Minister of Finn nec ffqm December 


1945. Reverted to Director-General of Founce and 
ap[ioinicd Govcromcni rcprescciULive un Supreme 
Qiuncil of Common Interests May 1949, Syrian, 
representative iApril 19471 on InlerruilioruiL Trade 
Organisation Syrian delegate to Havana Con¬ 
ference on trade jmi employment November 1947, 
Appointed Secretary-General of Miiwn of Fiiunce 
March L'Mir;. On several Dcc.tsd.ous icpresctticd 
Syrb on Arab League FimmciaJ Commiuee, Iking 
bom in the Hatay, he bitterly resent* cession to 
Turkey, especially us the Turks confiscated hU 
property there. 1 mil outbreak of war was p&rs&m 
tujti gram to Turks Was Minister ot Finance in 
Khaled el Azm's Government (if December I94h and 
again m Husiii Zaiiti r s Govcrtimcnl of April 1949+ 
In this capacdv was co-operative in obtaining signa¬ 
ture and ratification of the Middle Fast Pipe Line 
ccniveniians. 

An able financier and believed io be honest, 
though he has been accused in the press of being 
paiu to financial irreculartties. in the VtiaLstry of 
Finance. A timorous personality, although of 
siuisborn character Not liked on account of iiis 
coldness. Appointed Director-General Of Syrian 
CusEoms in March 1950, after the dissolution of ihc 
Customs Union liclwecu Syria ami the Lebanon. 
Min bier of Finance tn the Cabinet fonned by Nj^uii 
Q udsi in June l*^50 r 

75. JundnlL Dr, Fariiun 

thsm 1910 in Homs Moslem, Took a degree in 
medians: at Bcrim Univsersity Deputy for Homs in 
3 947 and elected member of the CowUiuem Assembly 
in 3 949, Member of the popular Party- Minister of 
education and Health m the Cabinet formed by 
Nazim Oudsi nn 'lih June, 1950. 

76 Jni'ill. iMohilnifd 

Boro about 14U5, Alftwite, Chief of tht; Rislw- 
wnah wetivu) of Ihc Kalbiah iriiv living at SalhAb 
in the Masiaf dastact, U very popular with his 
tribe Owner of cxlCn#C prepertiev on which he 
has recently redeemed the mortgage, l> paid by the 
Svrian Tobacco Moitnpoly to supprev- totuceo 
smuggling, hut i> biJicvcd. rcverthclcss, lo help 
smugger*. On h>d term?- with Suleiman Murshed 
i... , jtilotrv of the Abba-, and Kiuj families- 
Dcpu’ty for Masiaf in Syrian Parliament. 1937- 
Middlc nued, calm and rea oatablc, kept on good 
tvimis iLh the Administration and the French av he 
considered ihi* to be in itie interest of Iris tribe. 
Fnf this rciison the other lenders in Ala wile area and 
in Synn regard him ns spindcs>^ Elected Deputy 
for M.i'iaf 1943, and ai;iin. in 194?. 

77, habbnra* Sami 

Bonn Damascus (904. Sunni Moslem Doctor of 
law of Montpellier and Geneva Diploitte of the 
■ Imiitut dcs Haines i ■ lucl-C"-' tic Droti Inter- 
n.vi,N d Oriel Clerk to the Speaker of the Syrian 
Parliament 1932-33. Owner and editor of news- 

^ As ii pcrwfisl friend of the late Dr. Shnhhondar. 
k uppwed to the Nationalists. Altlioueh he f.iilcd 
[0 oi^-tevt in 1943, he >c«ifed tbe most votes 
of any two-Nationalist candidate. Led 1 be pull in 
1947 but rarelv attended Cftamber because he pot 
little support for his. advocacy of a broad-based 
Government Acted as adviser to 2aim in ibe early 
riavs of the c*w ^9! quickly thought better 

of' it and r.M tcd Zaim’s repented apprusacbes. 
Recam-.’ Minister of Juxllcc awl Heallli in August 
|94‘i in Flashim AtassTs Cabinet. 

A well educated m,in and noted for his integrity. 
I> a pnv\ible candidate for the presidency. Elected 
m art lnttepcndcru Eo the Constituent Assembly in 
ISovemher 1949. Minister of Inlcrii^r in Kbalid j1 
A/iii\ Cabinet of l>cvetnbcr 1949 Resigned W'ith the 


rest of the Cabinet m May 1950. Fell icriously ill 
early i ti 195t j and is slj LI in p^x>r health, 

7K, K^lluni Aknim 

Bum Speaks Eiaghvh and a little French, 

lila f.iipilj i iv. ii v rikige Of Beit Saw a sn the Damascus 
Gbouht- ’HL-ipfcd Sliukri Quwatli in 1943 elections 
‘on whose lisi lie hoped to appear Tot election, but 
hr did not do so . became dissatisfied with the present 
regime. Suspected of having helpcil Rase hid. Ah to 
go (it Saudi A fa bin. in l l M6 was actively Louring 
Syria con (act! ne notables throughout the country on 
briiaJi of King Abdullah and rvporting somewhat 
over optimistically on the succevsi-i auenriing his 
effort;. Since then lie has bccii running a Greater 
Syria bureau in the Lebanon. wuL tore kepi in con- 
si.in! LuiK-h tviih supporters in tiic I cvuml Ssate* 
amt svitli Kni. Abdulla. He re a petty mirij-uer with 
little personality. Lay tow. mostly in Beirut, during 
ZirinFs regime Late m 1949 approached Hi> 
Mu jetty's Legation in the hope of obtaining theit 
blessing for a plan to bring about tbe Greater Syria 
project by armed revolt inside fivua. Suspected with 
hiv brother Saadi (ya l of being implicated in the 
murder of the Ondhi or Damascus early in 1950 

79, kni hi nr. Saudi E Sham i Pir( 

Born LtbouE l9i)J m Damascus, Brother of Akram 
kali,ms ty.vA Mndc n«i ."ccret of hre jdnmalron 
for the Germans, and after the Briiish occupation of 
Syria in 194] reappeared in Warin'.tan where he is 
known to have stirred up iribe*rt:cn io join in n 
rebellion ugninst ihc Afghan GovenameiiL Was 
found in the Briti'Sh Zone of Germany in ihc autumn 
of 1945: represenlatkms were made by the Foreign 
Office to tbe War Office that all possible step* should 
be take rt to prevent hi nr reluming w Syria The 
India Office toenk the same view ns regards India. 
He relumed to Damuscus. however, in July I94h in 
a French ship. Failed in 1947 elections As j 
result of fiigh j:.! rill ilmc amt election ei pc lives his 
finances are shaky, A creel und ruthless person of 
considerable ability, who would probably be ready 
to support any regime from ivhich he coukl cspoct 
io bertefit. Lay low. mostly in Beirut during Zamfs 
regime. Suspected with hi- brother Akram Ir/.vJ or 
bcinu implicated in the murder of the Gmdhi of 
Damascus early in 195a, Has ,i German wife, 

RP. Kalla-, Ruhij 

Bom in 1907 m Hama, Graduated from Hama 
College in 19?5 anti in 1926 entered the Military 
Academy. Became 2nd lieutenant in |9^9. 1st 
fieulcnant in 1933, captain in 1941, major in E947. 
lieutenant-colonel in April 1949. In 1947 he acted 
as military assistant to ihc Svrian C^mmandcr-m* 
chief. On 1st March. 1949. a month before Zaiiti’s 
ewfp d fuit. he became Assistant C'hiaf of Stall and 
Deputy Commander’in-chief tn this capacity he 
played an important putt in the overthrow of the 
Kuwatli Government, For some weeks he seemed: 
io be one of Zaims closest advisers l.atcr he fell 
oni "f favour. He was a member of the "Higher 
War Council" which arranged the overthrow and 
evecniiin of /aim in August 1949, Now taspeclof- 
Genera! of the Army. 

He is a Christian and complains thru far Chat 
reason he has to work harder than .» Muritiu in 
order to pro’.e his loyally. A capable itaff olfieer 
perhaps somewhat unbatonccd ihrongh overwork. 
Moody, occasioruilly friendly and not misled eTcern 
by his fellow Christian officers and the French. 
Speaks French and Arabic. 

81- Kay all. Abdurrahman 

Born IH90 Educated in the American University 
of Beirut Married ituo the Mudonri family, King 
Fni'ars Chamberiutn at DamuctK Promiuenl 


NaUuiulibi tun metmed io preach motlmitiaci. 
EleeL-d Naiumaiisr E>epuiy fstr Akppo in 193b 
Minister of liducjiivin and of Justice in the lamicr 
NuljOnjiisi Government, Went 19 Geneva ia 
Dse,‘mA’r 1956 to put forward the Arab claim Cor 
AL'T.indreLI l S;r:s Ert'm Pjnsa'iCLi- Ea Aleppo ■ n 
February J 937 (o Lipalogj.st: lo lilt; i-rtlidl fur die I FOB. 
Shin eUa-.i willi the French GizruJarnicric. Minister 
ol Edui-atun and JusLict- in thu second Jamil Mar- 
dam Cabinc! ( Julj, 1937 to February 1959: Minister 
of National H.iinorny in die Lutri Haffir Cabinet 
(Fehruar} tn March 1^391. His moderate party was 
swamped in JuF. 1943 elections b, Si.itlulInJi Jabri, 
but he w-.iv eCcntu^Uy elected himself uud was 
Minister for Justice in Saadullah JabrCi lirst 
Governnient August 1943 to October W4J, Minister 
of Justice and Minister of Public Works in Fares 
Khouri's iir-> Government October l y 44 m April 
1945. Became a leading manljer of the Constitu- 
LinnuJ LiLv-jI Pflity and lust no oppo tunily of 
attacking succeeding Governments in ihc Chamber 
of Depu(k-i. Failed in i947 elections, but still aspire- 
lo be Prime hTinisicT. President of the Nacitina] 
Party in |949 Hi- inJlueitce r-i probably L- . itsaa 
imgh! be evpeetcd. tntelligcnL tint noi masterful 


82. KrentL Hudolphv 

Boro I&85 in Cairo. Roman Calholk. Doctor of 
lav. of Paro I wycr for the Damascus Municipality 
1931-39, Wav owner smd editor fassisted by his soft 
Afldrdi of French language daily Lc Matin 

which was suppressed after tlu* cvenre or May 
1945 to reappear in French for one day three mortlhi 
later but was finally CWVGfted inlo an Ar.ib larituage 
daily Mi Zarruirt art January 1946. D.N it agent at 
Damavcu* front E93K to begunng of war. Supported 
Ams whenever it pant him in Vjchy year On 
a-sunipiion of p*.nvcr by NatioiTalU Goveniment in 
1943 showed hiiiTsclf a Freticli tool. Left Syria in 
1945 and has not yet returned. 

Complete opportunist and ckver lawyer 


11 Kckhia. Rusbdi 

Bom 1905. Belongs to a well-known middle-class 
Aleppo Mdslem Samily Studied law lie Damascus 
L'niverviiy, Ekeied Deputy for Aleppo, Hecemher 
3936, he became known for his vehement speeches 
in the Syrian Assembly. Resigned from the National 
W«. March 1939, Deputy for Aleppo in 3943 in 
opposition to both she Jabri and Rayah groups, and 
remained opposed lo ihcrti in Farliamcnt : re-decced 
in 1947 on list of Parliamentary Cottotitmkm&l Party. 
A man ot some charawer and scrioasness of pur¬ 
pose but mu much brain * but is known and ad¬ 
mired ns a man siMerely devoted to tontiiiutii mit 
practices, which he carried with him into the 
Popular Party whose leader he became in August 
194S His opposition to the Mardam and Khaled el 
A/m Cabinets in [948 and his obstinate refusal Eo 
as-wdtte himself with Use /airn rdginw made 
him e*inanely popular. After the overthrow of 
Znim be acccpied the p?st of Minister of the 
Interior in Hashim AtassTs predominantly Popular 
Party Cabinet In November \ l ).V> tlreteJ lo Use 
Conitltueni A^-cmbly, of which lie is Pres idem A 
strung prcnagunbi of the idea di Syro-fraqi urti pt i 


84, Kliankirn, Hifa'ut [ injE.-tVhmci 

r Born I9CW in Damsma of Kurdish origin from 
Kbiuijuin, hducated American Liiivefwty of 
Bcinii ami in Damascus Mililan- School. Studied 
Si. <Yr Miiiinry Vhoo} and elsewfiete in Fran re. 
Appointed lo Chief of SialTs Office in Beirut I <>3ri 
ami to T ip:,i Uuraau Troupes SfHJciale^, BciniL 
3 942 A distant Officer Comrritnding CoaMgu mtH 
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1444 4?, Resigned from Troupe* Sgccialc^ just 
before events of Ma> l M3. Officer Command ing 
Desert Force, June 1945-April 1946 Appointed 
Chief of Staff Syrian Army. April 1-946 but #» 
short Jv afterward* ported com murkier of the 
hi Liwj, TotA no known part in the rowjpj d'Etat 
of ]949 and a now Director of Conscription and 
ReervUinsa,. Speaks French. Turkish arid q little 
English 'Dvws not belong to aSJ political party. 
Nat very gmprc*>ivc. but welMisposcd 


«5. Khalib. Hnliij ftc> al 

Horn about I $93 in the Lebanon -'nd. educated at 
the American College. Beaut Appointed. i Govern- 
mtml t-Jerk m Fai^i i Adffli(U^infcioci I1 91 W~-0.]i unti 
went to P*L .tine on the occupation of Syria by the 
Flench. tie returned m I'-*23 and obtained a minor 
Govern • rvt post. During The revolt of 1925-26 
B.i ,ij Bey -c ro-l m the MimAry of the Interior rrnd 
earned the repuLjikm of being a prod ranch official. 
He ,1 Urwaul- ^.'T-ed under SheikU !'»j C*t Din in 
! 92 $ aikl as private sccreiuis lo Haq^i Eky .il Arm 
in 1921. thus incurring the displ-wure of Lhe 
Nationalist Party He wjs ir.cn -stilt as Mohaflr to 
LXnr ■" £-'t until 19.14. when Sheikh I .ij ed Din. 
once .il ire prime Minister, appointed him Adrmni- 
orjiU,- fnvaectoF in the Ministry of lhe Interior. He 
also iilk i t',:c posts of head of ihe municipality and 
Dtr&to -General of Police, in 1937 (he Nationalist 
Parts, w ’o find ceiitie into power, di dodged him on 
acco-Lnt ai in,-. alleged pro-Ffeadi sympathies He 
wd\ however, reiimed in Government service on 
French insistence and did much to qubeten down the 
liiluatlcm m ihe Jcbct Druse. where he went ^ 
administrator m November 3937, D-id equally guud 
work m the Jevireh m 19>\ When Nationalist 
Government under Jjmil Vtiidnin was dissolved and 
the Const it ij lion suspended. he became i9th July, 
PrtMXkni of ciie Council of Directors, a 
Government of civil servant". He administered 
Syria wisely and efficiently until April 1943. when 
the cotind l' w n replaced, by the k Ha ted al Azin 
Government. In June 19.19 a group including Najih 
and Munir Riycss, and believed to have been hired 
by Nairoiialivis, plotted id murder him. but the plot 
wav discovered ,md culpnu arrested They were 
■subsequently telericd at theories. it u believed, of 
the Itali in Disarmament Commis&iem (November 
Wo, l>unne die KhaWd at A/m Govenmwnt 
B-lhij occupied hi' "Id post of Inspeetor-tk-neral of 
I he Interior, but mi formation of Sheikh Taj ed Din's 
Government rvpivmber idaii he reluctantly (on 
French pressure! accepted appointment of Acting 
Minister of Interior Had several divorcement* with 
the French over their rton-impkmcnsjtion of promise 
of independence and with the President over 
his interference with internal departmental affairs 
When Cabinet was reformed after fall of Ffasxan al 
Hakim Gftih ApdL L94ZS, Haiti j again reverted Ut 
p(wi of I n sped or - G cti eral Shortly after the acces¬ 
sion to power of NAtiOnalor lii August 1943,. wait 
Unit relegated to pnt of Mohalij of Damascus 
Province .ind later placed on retired list (October 
194if Withdrew to Lebanon and was toW by 
Government not to return to Damascus, as they 
feared him la he a French tool; alleged to have been 
included in the Outding Govern men l which was to 
have b«n set up after the cventv of May 1945. He 
Ei ycKingcr brotlicf of Sheikh Fuad al Khatib. 
pTiTMTurterU figure of Arab revolt, and titer councillor 
to the Fmir Abdullah of fransioidan. a great Arab 
pie! and Anglophil. 

He ha 1 - cameo the uniisual rrputaiion of heme a 
cuiiibtalmg and honest public servant Speaks 
French and Finglish fluently Nm above political 
intcigue, for which he is well placed, tiwing to lits 
wide contact Relumed la Syria during die Zaim 
resume. Hai not taken an active part in politics since 


So kliaMh, Molumuid Subhi 

Born 19II Studied in Syrian ckuicniary schools 
Showed an interest in. social affairs from an early ag*- 
Begirt his career as a labourer in a textile factory. 
There he orsarased the first Syrian trade union iu 
1929, He devoted leisure to study and the 
spread of the trade union movement. By 193(5 he 
had created unions- in several trades in Diiniftscus,. 
In 1937 he succeeded in winning ofllvial approval 
fo T a Syrian Labour Law, In .1946 lu- carried hu 
work a"Stacie furiiicr by securing the passage of n 
comprehensive and progressive I iibour Law. He has 
succeeded iri unify tnv iht Trade Unioss Movement in 
Svri -1 and is pic>?dcnt of the General Council of 
Syrian Trade Unions, ^iuce 19B he ha*, uscU 
joiirrmlivm as an insirumcnt in his struggle. His main 
contributions have appeared in the tncal magazines 
of which he ha' been editor n( Various times I-arly 
in 1950 he begun publishing a trade union newspaper 
culEcJ At Umnwl. 

He is a man of high principle, intelligent, mdu^ 
trious and sligiuK self-elfacine :ii company. 

J>7. tvhatib, Zuki al 

iiorti ill !8S7 Modem, Native of Damascus. 
Educated m l^anuKcus and Coiwlanlinoplc. where 
lif t-Hik degrees, in law. political science and ecu xiiny. 
Elected Deputy for Damascus in 192S. 3 931 and 
|U 47 Minister of Jubilee 1941-42 Lfectcd to the 
Constituent Assemhij m 1944 as an Indepenileut. 
Vicc.Pfer,bdcrU (A the A-semh3y. Minister of Justice 
m die Cabinet formed b\ Nazim Ouilsi an 4th June, 
IU50. Di.'es not appear to have adhered to any 
paiEteutar party or movement for any length of lime 
although be hav been connected with trumy 


him in. Hamid 

Bam I -nit of i family of rtfiLuoiis teachers, tdti* 
cai..'.l at the FrancSchool at Aleppo nod at the 
Teachers' Training College, \lcppo, Studied law m 
Pari^ where he obtained hrs degree. I>epuiy for 
R.iaqji 1932-36 und again 1943 Appointed Kdima* 
kam 1937 first at Ziwiych and then at Jcrablous. 
\ Icadine member of the Consiilulional Liberal 
Pinv he" failed in the l J *47 eteliftfs ^ the result 
of the tiuervention of the Syrian President m favour 
or his own Candidate, Ik- is iherefore hostile to 
the President and favours Kina Abdullah. His 
influence might prove important in the tribal area 
where he is" the recognised political leader of a, 
number of inllueniial tribal stwiks. Has shown 
roadine^ to co-operate with the British and is an 
agreeable and cultivated individual. Elected to elm 
Constituent Av-cnibk iri November I9J9 Secretary 
of the Republican Liberal Party formed by Abdul 
Baqi NDamuddm ft/,vT early in 1 IJ '^ 1 


K Khntlri. Fanw ;d 

Born about 1S75, Brother of Vmr. Nhoim t^.v.S. 
due mod at American Collage at Beirut. Was a 
rMionumi at British Consulate, Damascus from 
gtjti u> [(^>9. \ member of the Turkish ParltamciK 

i t911 1 .iwvcr. Minister of Finance under Faisal* 

■hen he discreetly Liwd his pockets. Minister of 
ubUe Instruction, under DanvuJ. L420 Deported 
3 me months Utei on sus|Heion of isolating rebels, 
ins winning martyr's crown of glory and conlidcii« 
f Mtislcnw, Well-off. ( hatrman of board of 
,rectors iff National Ccnieni Company l was pro- 
.. vWr 0 f t j 1c School "1 Law but resigned in 1941; 
4al adviser to the municipality until 1942, when he 
iassed it l q his son SuliaiL Took leading part in 
he (tenonl strike <»r 1936 Went [o Paris in Mart* 
93b as member of the Nationalist delegation to 
iccotiatt 4 Franco-Syn.ni treaty Deputy, Dcocm 
19 J 6 , Fleeted Ptcsidcm of the Chamber of 
>jpiui« iSpeakerl on 21st December. 1936, in 


recognition of bis >tr>ices to the Nation a list Wor in 
the treaty negotiations. I ;>un fall f Nationalist 
Government in 1939. played no active part in politics 
unul 1943 , when he waj re-ducted Dcputj by a 
bar* mijnrity and again in F'47, President of the 
Chamber August 1943 Ho October 1944 and a^in 
October !945 iu Octokr 1946, prime Minister Jtsd 
Minister for Interior and for Education, October 
1944 ia April 3945, Member of Syrian Committee 
whiu i *iglted Charter rN Arab Lt igue. Match 1945; 
Prime Minister April to August (945. Head of 
Sjn.vi Delegation lo United Nations Organisation 
Conference at Nan Francisco April 1945. Prinie 
Minister August n> OclaK-f ]945. Head of Syrian 
Delegation to United Nations Organisation Con¬ 
ference at Landon, November 194^. and to Round 
Table Gonfercncc on Pjleitine in Loudon August 
1946 and to UniteJ N.itii‘iu General A^scinhlj 
Ses.sm .5 Cjctohcr 1947 Syrian Representative on 
Security Council December !94f 4s. Since his 
reiura. to Syria lias enjoyed the positJon of revered 
elder stateman but has refuscit to awepi any 
ministerial pout. .Although ht gave Zaim’s reginte 
his blessing he eriiiciicd what tie eoiiiiderei! lo be the 
uacon^btutional Erasure of sonic of Zairii's, aco.. is 
a prudent ami skilful, if unscrupulous, politician, 
who is, despite his, religion, on pood icntis with the 
Moslems and not with the ChrisLmis, Talks 
excellent English. A likable but obstinate old nun. 
but his, age and heart trouble have made him in- 
capable of w tih vLl mluig the rough ;iruJ tumble of 
Syrian politic*. Rcprovems Syria on the United 
N.'ilmn- International Law Commission C.irrie out 
strongly against the clause in the draft Consitluttori 
(April 1950) making Mani the religion of tiie Slate 

90. Kbniiri. Fair nl 

Born about 1891, Greek Orthodox. Educated 
by Irish Pnciibytenan Mission, .it Vmcrican College, 
Beirut, and ai l„;iw r School, Istanbul Originally 
Prtriesflint. bm converted to Orthodoxy in 1935 a* 
latter community had representslixe in Chamber 
and Protestants h.\d not. Elected to the Constituent 
Assembly. !92>h ns mouthpiece for his brother 
Fares Uj ». Noted Nr?bona list Dean of die 
Faculty of Lmw al the .Syrian tfniverstiy* Danuiseixs, 
from year 1941 to 1943. Nilionalis! Deputy In 1932 
with great following among universiiy rtudents. 
Played ii leading part in the Hi ret session of Parlia¬ 
ment aad -xgaiin during the general strike of 1936 
Rc-clotitcd Deputy in Deccmher 1936. Head of the 
DjEilascUs I3;rr. [936 to 1 9441. Minister oF Finance 
and Aciinc Mmister for Foreign Affairs, in the fifteen 
day ministry of Lutfi I Ej.tf.ir. |939. VIj n inter for 
Fortrign Arfairs under Hnswin al Hakim. September 
1 941 to April 1942. and Minister for f oreign Affairs 
mid Minister nf FiitMce in Ifusnl Rara/i Govern¬ 
ment (April 1942 tolinuary 3 943k. Took strong line 
with the French out concessions of form to Syrian 
independence, but was unsucossfuJ. In agreement 
with lehanese. struggled to obtain control of 
- Intertiv Cormnunt," ‘ Framed budget for 1942 
balanced (on pa peri with proceeds from new taxes 
on income and agriculture. Was presiden! of Com- 
mi'''■ion superiture to monopolise Syrian wheat, and 
clisphved considerable energy and courage. Was, 
attacked by land lord*. Ac,, as being a Christian awd 
corrupt ,xnd ftirced to resign presiiteiKy of Wheat 
Office in July 1942 When Jemtl Ulshi replaced 
Husni Barazi as Prime Minister (January 3943) Fab: 
Kiiimri gave up the Ministry oi Finance, rclairuing 
onk the Ministry for Foreign Affairs; one of the 
rea oils for thi‘, being that it was Felt chat, as n 
Christian, he was not in a strong position to enforce 
Liixatiofi projects He remained in nfftee until ihr 
fall of the Ulshi Governntetu, Mareh 3 943, His 
association with tJie non-prliamcntaty regime of 
3941-43 brought him into disfavour with the 
Nacfonnlists, w-ho refusetl to include him on their 
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electoral Ira. He stixid a.s un inckpjndent and 
faikd. retiring to Beirut where he remained for a 
year Appointed Minister Kknipoicntiary lo Moscow 
April 1945; rent j ining then; for ,i few months only as 
Acting Direettu-Geoeral Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 
October lo Decir ttber 1945- Placed on pension 19+6, 
Appointed Sy rian Minister to Washington. June 1947. 
Head of Syrian delegation ic United Nations 
Wmbh. September 1949. 

A man of moderate political opinions and con¬ 
siderable intelligence wuh undoubted ambition but 
has the reputation of bdng JilficgEi to work with, 
Spcuki stood Fnglihh wnd French. Despite hi-^ 
rdigiO-n, is on good terms wuh Moslems 

91, kirtj. Alt nl 

SJom tk-LV. Alawite. Brother rff Ibrahim fo.vA 
Director of the Interior in the ALiwue Adminisiradon 
1939-43. Was exiled by Free French, together wuh 
Shawk.Lt Abbas, for some lime during the summer 
of [94k but later returned so hif pM>itio , i Was 
dismissed in JatHiaiy 1943 hy Damascus Govern¬ 
ment. 1 lie Abbas Family tend (n defend him as they 
use him for his influence i»ver his brother Ibrahim 
Uf.vA, who feara him. Uncouth, unintelhgcrti, dis¬ 
honest. tactless, intriguer Detested generally, 
especially by Christiarti. Refused a minor Govern¬ 
ment post early in I L *4? and has hc,vn disgruntled 
ever since. 

92, Kfoj, ihruhini 

Born ahmi IS80. Alavritc. of peasant stock Has 
risen to ihe leadership of the Hudadifi tribe during 
the last twenty to thirty years, having wrested it 
from the Al Hamid familv. Appivinied president of 
Ala wire Administrative Council in 1931 In 1936 
opposed the union of the Alawice Province with the 
Syrian Slate md Abwiie representetion in the 
Syrian Parliament, Afte: |9[y hjeked the man- 
doLory Power, and uas on pood terms with t.he 
Abbas family fo.vl. Irt 3 94? lie led an etectlon 
camjiaLLrn apinsi the Mubafiz of Laukia. .jrul as 
u result faded lo be elected in his own Qazn of iebel. 
Ely time-verving polities and by tobacco* liashislt and 
even arms smuggling, has accumulated both land 
ond wraith In polities was openly opposed to the 
National Mm . Hlnir. more diploma lie than iire 
brother Alj, ill-educated, hut shrewd .ind popular 
owing lo his lavish generosity and hospitality 

93. ii an. Mihltad Michel 

Bora Akppo PJflO, Greek Orthodox Educated 
American Lnivemiy, BeiruL Profovcs an extreme 
form of nationalism. Was seercury at Aleppo of Kie 
Nationxlrti htoc before he wav elVcted Deputy lor 
Aleppo in July 1943 In .August 1945 be organised 
a large nufiifcier nf Deputiefs to present a petition to 
the President of the Chnmber asking for the resigna¬ 
tion of Fares Khouris second tlpveramenL August 
to November 1945 Minister for Foreign Affairs In 
Kiro K3i0urj L s third Government, April to 
December 1946 Minister of Public Works in 
SaaduHnh Jubri'^ third Government. Farled in the 
I"' elections on the President’s list, but became 
Minister of National Economy in Jamtl Mardarn’i 
I94§ Government. Speaks some English and French 
■and has shown hlmsdf anxious to be well teGirded 
by the Briu&h. ]fe is an ussldwous pohural inirjfticr 
and enjoyed Saadullah Jabri's .support but otherwise 
appears to be stupid and ibcompetHit. Pretended to 
co-operate with Flusni Zaim but secretly worked hard 
against him. Always Fish mg for British support for 
the National Party, but has recently kept in the lvack- 
pmund although he i^ mtiiguing all llic lime. 

94. Miuuurairi, A lidul |f a di Bm Abdullah 

Modem, Bom about 1905. A Homs merchant 
and local iwrcsentetive of the ^hell Company A 
redoubtable leader of the Natiooil bfac. and former 

t> 





















18] 


chief of the .V&Ei-inspjrcd Arab Guard; hits a coei- 
ridcrablc refutation for physical courage anti 
XeApphribb. Commanded a troop ■ n jtm Saud's 
Wahabi columns against the Hashemite forces during 
ifie List war. Liter fought against the French in King 
F^vils desperate rearguard aclioti in Messaioun; 
in-.ik part in ine revolution of 1925,, lighting in Fawzi 
Kavr-akp\ forces ,il LJ-Ghota and Baalbek. after* 
wjitli joined the National hhs, and is suspected of 
hi+i■- j ng talcen part, linanciaEh if noi person -j Ik. in 
buih the PaJciiinc and Iraq rcbelfcws. Interned in 
1936 bv the French and H’a-s again interned in 1942, 
for security reasons; related in 1941 

95, MaustraJii, lluj Suiaimnn 

Bum. Norm. about NOS of humble family. Sunni 
h<^l- L m Chenm Eittrenic Nationalist who. hsv 
dcauiiocic methods. acquired political influence. 
Presntcm of Muslim Orphanage, Hum*, and w-os 
loea! .cereurt of National bloc. Nationalist 
Dupuis NJp Severn! times imprisoned between 
June and October 1942 for harbouring Palestinian 
f9bch. Owner and editor of At Daha, a newspaper 
in Homs which has. not laippeared since its suppres¬ 
sion dp ring Zaim's regime, 

V6. 1] abasia, Said 

Born about I38S Poor Damascus T-mnlv. F.du- 
c.rt: CotisUdiinopIc, Lawyer, Minister pf Interior 
iinirr 1*) cd Din. 1928-JiJ. RiwuJ okctiOru. to 
Ihc Con »iiiueiil As^mWy. 1928, VVas j lucked bj 
Natiori diMi and jjiiisonsptl hv Taj ed Din. A pro- 
fess.d riionarchisi nnd utlacks the present regime 
on ever. decision. Head of the Damascus Bur 0940 
lo 1943). Professor of civil law in the Syrian 
l livervitv. One t? ihe bed Layer's in Dantiscus, 

97. Maluvxnu 11 rant* Cute riel 

Armenian CiiTbolrc Born Istanbul l W^S; grad mite 
of IsUii ’ul College; teacher Military College J ton- 
hul 1915-U' look part in ill4 IS war with 5 3rd 
Turkish E.>ici^ian. at Ghazni. Chief of the Aitrienmn 
Division in the French army at Itoirut m |Vi8. As 
scCo:i.l lieutenant took ptirt in occupation of AJarni 
and t ifjcia; promoted to rank of captain 1918; was 
appomied io Syrian Gendarmerie at Aleppo, Acre 
and Amineh 1921 to I ¥25, during Syrian rcvoUiiuin 
wa tran ferry: ! ip Damascus ]925 -fi in charge of 
Gemturmerie Franspocl Company, from 1935—37 was 
Oflteef t omm.ynding, Gendarmerie Hamn, Deit ez* 
Zor and Luphr.ncv L939-91 Officer Commanding, 
Gendarmerie. i>am-js.:u>i t Mohafazat. 1942-4? w\a 
promoted to rank of bcutcrumt-colonel and appointed 
Officer f. imniruidiiig. Gendarmerie. First I e jon In 
August 1745 was promoted to rank of colonel and 
appointed acting Cnnintandam-Gcneiail of Gen- 
darmeric. He look no pan in the Ctbip* d'Stat of 
Zuim and Hinnawi although lie could easily have 
tas-h^J in. He was retired after the second own 
if ± tilt tfi August 194^. He ■ifwak’v Srahic, Pn ffiftfr 
French, I mictib. Gredk, unJ Arni-cini^n. 

Extremely able and intelligent and ic w*s target v 
due to hts capability that the Syrian Gendarmerie 
has been feoriranised and has reached :i reasonable 
stand ird of efficiency. 

Hr Jus shown himself ready to co-operate with the 
lintish auihuntte* a ml at times is inclined to lie too 
Jfiiinsly for Lite good of hU repuDtion a* a Svrian 
official. 


9S, Manivhli, ifpf Fait h at 

Bor;i about \m Member of a wcaltln Aleppo 
Moslem family. Notorious pf^Turk during 1914 
ftar, Init joined thrahim llanano in the rehelliim 
which he organised against the French and fouchi 
with him nil 192F when He escaped to Turkey, where 
He owns villiges near the Syriau frontier, and ceitJcd 


in G,i/i Amiap. Opted for Turkish naifonJjtv and 
ls still pcrufltut grata to the TuAs. in whose intent 
he ts still reputed lo he working, dopiic die gmfityde 
Livisdied on him by the Syrian Nationalists. 
Rcu;rn?d to \lepp<i in April I ni oil the proebma- 
lion *>f die tmrvev.lv and was accorded a triumphal 
reception, is now living quietly. 

99. Mardaio, (hiirtuf Be> 

Brother-in-law of larnil M,trd.sni Dev. Born 
IJ^m.ivais, |8i'S, GraJLuted from Law Sduml, 
f>:un -,clis. l<42\ Married Darrusui, Christian ami 
went to France lo study law for several years. 
Secreur; to municipality 3929 30. In “ E9Jb 
Kimsukam at Manrat- Jjntiary I b?3H iNjiiimuliki 
Ch.ycnwnepu "chef du protoeok-" in the f oreign 
Or'ice and in Match 1958 appointed Acting 
MohaH/ of Jizirah. In July 1939 Knimakam of 
ldtib. [u AugusL 1941 appointed Mohafa lii Homs, 
where he remainr\l until June 1942, when he 
was dismissed because he was suspected by Svri.m 
Government of carrying infornuiicin to Frendu tn 
Augu si 1942 he wa* appointed lo Foreign Oljkv aa 
"chef du pmuxiole. “ Mohahr of Hail ran. April 
L ■ 4 L to March : L Mh. when he was iraiiiforrej to ihe 
central office at the dmv-.in for f oreign AfF-rirs, fvnt 
refused £o i'ke up his post as it was trailed fewer 
in link than thai of Molmk. While iobali/ of the 
Hatuan be was suspected by the Govern mem of 
being in ■,uvpictauaiy close icmeb with \niniart, hut 
was [he (irsl io “ clean up" French in 1945. when 
he V rents to have shown energy, courage am! a hi lily 
to handle a Huld situation, and firmness tempered 
wiih justice towards a defeated enemy Appoirt(cd 
Syrian Minister :■. Jcdila in March 1947 Recalled 
in June 1949. 

Mildly NadoELalist m politics, pleasant and open- 
Hiimloj, Km r.itlier lacking in energy 

IPO. Mardam. Jstmil 

Bom about I8 r >;.3. Nationalist member o: CtmMi- 
iuent Assembly 1928. Deputy in 1952 and Minister 
Of fitmiKe. Was a member ol (lie Nationalist dele¬ 
gation that went to Parts in March 1936 and becuta 
Prime Minister aral Minister of National Economy 
December 1936 to July 1^37. He formed new Cabi¬ 
net July 1937. out hts Government was a Hacked, 
noiably Is;. Dr SEsahKuidar am I ^fonir Aqani over 
the toJ6 E ? ranci>-S>rian Irency. RcUtians bciuccn 
Murdnrn and. Shahbaudar contimicd to deteriorate 
h'Fld die former was forced io resign, lie and his 
Ciihmci were openly accused by the press of great 
corruption and pcculmmn. When Shahhandar was 
murdered iri Julv 3 940 Jamil Mardom was accused 
by the Shahbandarbts of complicity and, with a few 
V'LJiJr-, lied to UagLEad- Wav in Bagdad at licginning 
<'f Rashid \Ji mult (Hiay l‘J4l k but is believed to 
love eacricd moderating influence on rebels. 
Raumed to Syria May 194], 

In January 1942 he went to Egypt, and, on his 
fvlufn, tried u> provoke o political crisis hv pre¬ 
tending tliat he enjoyed the confidence of die ftriiish. 
who liiul asked him io form j Government. He 
repeated this uianceusru with greater insistence in 
June 1942 \c a reiull, the Allies obliged him to 
live in the Lebanon and a communique was issued 
condemning his action Elected Deputy in 1943 ^ n d 
in 1947 on Shul rt Qua mil's frit Minister for 
Foreign A Hairs and president of Cercali Commission 
in Saadullah XabriN first Government, Augu.si 194,1 
to tX’tobcr 1944. Syrian tepreicnintiv c on the Com¬ 
mit ice of Foreign Ministers of Arab Countries which 
met in Cairo in February 1945 to Jn* Arab 
Uague Charter, Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
for Defence and Government representative to 
Supreme Mira Council in Fares Khouri’i first 
Govcnuaenl* Ottober 1944 to .Anri] E94 4 : Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and for Defence in Fares Khnuri 1 * 


second Goiernmerit, April lo August 1945; Acting 
Friitie Minister during the Prims Mi.miter's absence 
*u L.N.O. Confcreuoc in San Francisco and was 
therefore bead of Lhe Government at die lime of the 
events of May 1945. Appointed Minister Plenipo- 
teiUlarj lo Cairo. October 1945, and also to Saudi 
Arabia. October 1^45. „itsd presided at November 
(945 session of Arab League, and on ievcnil other 
occasions has represented Syria ai Arab League 
Meetings. Prune Minister and Minister of Interior 
and E Ilm'iIi December 1946 to February 1947, 
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign" Affair* 
April 1947, Appointed .Military Governor Svria 
Dm May, 1948, Minister of Defence 23rd May. 
1948. His Government was forced to rtsien in 
December 1948 by popular demonstrations." Has 
singe ]jved outside Syria but might well return one 
day a$ President. 

Foxy, iiOnftie and a trimmer. A man of great 
ambition and considerable ability, but not very 
scrupulous in- money matters Is probably the moot 
likely of ibe leading members of the old National 
J'"C io illy himself with a monarchical movement 
it he ihouight his interests lay that way, 

JUl. Maker ibn Ahdul Mtrhven el Jartui, Sheikh 

Born 1907. Became head of the tnbe of 
S^rnmar sif Zor in ]9H47. when French reeogmMtd 

him iiiiiL-jd of MishiLLil al Lares DNianl cousin of 

DaJiain af Hodi t^o >. who aspires to his place. 
Deputy 1936-39. In i94l had contacts with German 
Armistice Contmisston, in Beirut, Depute in 1943 
and 3947 for Badiai c| JezireH. 

Of ,i peaceful dLSfXftiifen and weak in character 
Was always led by French, L'lgcted to the 
Constituent. Assembly i n November 1949, 

MW, Malkk Ahdul H'ahhah cl 

Bt;rn (S-Jji. GrdJiHilfil j{ Istanbul iingineering 
CoUegc and at the Bridges and Roads College, Fori* 
Chief of Technical Bureau of Ministry of Public 
U'oik. i -f23 t hut r&ignni , n | >27 after disagreeing 
witfi [Jic Freftch adviser and worked as j. private con¬ 
tra. Lnr. Director general of ibe ffeja/ Railway from 
February 1945 He is an intimate friend of Khalid c] 
Aim and runs an cuperimenLiJ farm as a hobby. He 
is capable and friendly. 

IriJ. Middni, k ini n| Qadrr el 

Born 1911, siutlied at the French Engineering 
College for Bridges and Roads in Parts m J931 -32 
:md. after graJuuting rrom the Law College 
DimasoiS, in 1435, practised us barrister. Was' a 
prominent member I rague of Natiotml Actum 
and was interned for a year in Rashiya in 194J with 
other members of ll;e - League SemcLarj of ihc 
Lawyers' Syndicate tn 1934. Moferie?. of leyirch. 
August 1945 lo Jinuarv 1948 He Ls an intelligcni 
young man and appears" to Lave taken a real interest 
in she work of adminssluLion of ihc Jeziieb, He Ls 
a loyal supporter of SJiukri Qtiwsttli. 

104. Vlilt|i, Raif 

Btvrn Hams about IW.t ^if Humble family Sunni 
Modem, t.a wyer I ■ vtreme Nations list a nd famenter 
nf Herts, Very intelligent and his greji influence 
oyer the masses, who support his antideuda] r< >hcv 
Sincerely believes m ht^. cause H prepared to use 
violence Depun for Hsma 1943 hut failed in 1947, 
has become a leading member of lhe Clausei tutfenaj 
Liberal Parly and joint editor of 41 Tttqzs with 
"skr mi Ilourani (q.u,|. Had a reputation in Parlia¬ 
ment for derail .gogic oratory k which is us u a tie of the 
miw,t s ieilenl type directed against someone or somij- 
thirig Elected to the Gotutilttent Asserts Inly in 
November 1949 n. ari Independent Vicc-Prcvideni 
of the Assembly Fell out with Akram FfDura.ni 
(o-v.l he/ore the election and joined the Coalition 
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list of Husnu EJarari. A bitter foe of ,\kram Jlouraaj 
m Assembly debates. 

105, Mir/a, Ghilkb 

Born in 1892, iiaitcii in Go\ LTricueot service as a 
clerk in lhe Ministry of Justice, later became a 
m3ci:sira!e r President of ihc Court of Frs-L instance 
and member of the Court or Appeal. 1944-46 
Mob a fez of Deir-cz-Zor. |94o 48 Director General 
of Police. Mohafea; of LLsuran, 1940-49, He is * 
Kurd and his enemies took down on him for his lack 
of education He wav however, a friend of Shulri 
Uuwaiti. and tie has showed him seif ruthless in 
putting down disturbances or denionstrations hostile 
lo the Premiicnt. He is estrerudv deaf and speaks 
very poor Arabic, Turkish and Kurdish being Isis 
first languages. 

196. MuhainnieiL Said At ha t*J 

Born, at Amoudj 1899. A Sunni Moslem Kurd 
tUsvi rciigioLijS r ana he. Writes ?Limc Arabia h-p&ifcii. 
Turkish and. Kurdtih. Chief of Dakourieh tribe. 

a leading pan j n Christian maesaeres in | n^7 
tied to 3rat], but returned 111 1941 A letter crisis in 
fes nandwritirii; calling on Kurds ,n the name of 
their religion lo fight she British Fleeted Depuiv 
:or Oamichhc in 1943. Stron- and unruly but 
influential in hi<» district 

10?. iMubarak. .MuEianirtutdl 

Booi fri,,- StMi of the late Abdul Qadtr Muhatak 
tof Algerian origin), who wa* a pronuntnt member of 
the Arab Academy, Damascus. Graduate of Svrian 
Umvc/sitv, faculties of liw, arts .ind -^leiiets 
holds a licence in literature from the Sorbomw. A 
teuchcr in the Government secondary sdfooJ of 
oanvascus. he later became an inspector iif educatmn 
1 eaitine member of the IJchwan al Mushmeen and 
elects J ip rarJi Anient in 19-47 Jii tficir exodidBt^. 
UffvleJ io the Convliiucnt Assomblv in November 
FJ4« as sme nf lhe candidates of the Mamie Socialist 
Front. Appointed Muiisici or Public Works in the 
Cabinet formed by KhaLid at Arm in December 1949 
Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in May 19^0 
After Ma’ruf Dawalihi'i U f .y \ Cairo statement in 
April 1950 Muhammad Mubarak, together with 
Slruikh Mustafa a! Sebai and lhe rest of the tvlamic 
Sociahst i ront, Iwean publicly to advoratc , L 
npprocherrwnt between the Arab Slates and the 
8**1 1 ‘™. called for a tnatv of friendship 
between Syria and the Soviet Union, ' 

Ifrfl. Madura* Mohamed: K h a It I 

Bum 1894. Member of a family of wealthv 
Aleppo landowners who have « perpetual feud 
wiih the Jabris fi/.r.). President nf the Aleppo 
f otton Spinning Company Moderate m poliitc- 
Appejilted Minister of Finance in the Minslrv of 
\.Hs,.|ibi a I Bukhari r March Ma\ 1939), Was 
tevcral tim« eonsulled bj^ Sheikh Taj ed Din in 
I P C w ith :i ’iiciv to hi - |s&.-,-.rn c a Minister in the 
Syrian GovemnttitL hut is reputed to have refuted 
,ii iv office unites it was th;il of Prime Minister. He 
..Nd not iherefiopc becs-snic a member of the Cabinet. 
His brother. Ahmet), was elected Deputy 1943 
Industrial* *t*d u 'clJ respocted is a friend of Jamii 
Vlardani Bey and I dmoiid Homsy 

109, M|]lt»sid. Fuad 

Bom m Damascus in 1902 Studied law in Syria. 
Practised for four tear* u-, a lawyer. Became a 
judge in 1926 amt a member of the Hi eh Court of 
Appeal brer, Worked as a Secretin at the PnsL 
dqncy Under Shukra OuwalJv B t-OItC SKreliTV- 
Geaeral of lhe Ministry of lhe Inferior in 1948, 

Hates foreigner and k dislikeii by Syrian officials. 

He |Wiiiifijffls a gift for making himself mdispmsjhfe 
and man.-iyel io keep hh post during the Shukri 
/aim Govern merits nf 1949 He was dismissed hv 
ihc An,.*! Government ir August 1949 

if 
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110. Mujhwiii bra MuMid, Amir 

Born about I8&5. Bedouin chief, head of the 
Fcvtoart WuM tribe in the Jciirih and Luph rates 
region, Givu-xi the title of Amir and awarded, the 
Legion of Honour by the French in 1923 on the 
tumid of ioe chief* of the Ruaila. Deputy for 
Jnirah in K3b. 1943 and 1947, Has. well-armed 
force* and bas been Supported since 1920 b> the 
French though Ik i> careful not to offend the British, 
Of considerable importance but uaplcasauL cold and 
astute in character, likely to turn any emenseaiey to 
hit advantage Always wears black speci.ieks. His 
eklcti son, Soun, lacks 3u,v fathers,' dignity and ailule- 
nev- 

111, Murubeti Jaw-ad el 

Dora 1905. graduated from the Law College, 
Daimscw?. and the Sot-bonne. 1925 26 secretary of 
the Mixed Tnbur-i K at Damascus, 1926 2S soere- 
Lii x of Damascus Municipal Council, |o28-29 chief 
of Municipal Technical Qllice. 1929-37 chief of 
Diwaft of the Adnainiitfiitive Governor of Dsaiaiois. 
1937-3S Chief of Police. Latiaku. 19 hi ad Director 
in the Ministry of Interior, 1940-41 secretary of the 
Council of Directors and Director of Press and 

Information, h J 42 M-»hafev of DciMt^w, Mohife 
of Hauran for a few months in 1942, inspector of the 
Ministry of Interior 1943-45, Director of AdminLstra- 
Ui-*n in \Eihistrt- for Foreign Affairs November 14-14 
to March WJh Mohafr? of Damascus Province 
1946 49 Reverted to Pilgrimage Directorate April 
I94 y He has. on several recent occasion* been 
Director of the Ptlyomife. Though a wnewhat 
fanatical Modem he i< an active freemason and a 
leading brother in (lie Scottish Lodge at Damaveus- 
Strongly uaii-CoTumunist. Appointed Syrian Minister 
to Saudi Arabia in January 1950. 

13 2. Murad, Leon 

Bom in Aleppo abo r 191** of Armenian stock. and 
was a clerk Lr, I-bench dele cation there On account 
■of his efficiency rri ihk capacity wi transferred 
in die High rotitmihiicm in Beirut, where he 
remained on dir economic vide Director of 
R.i vital Heme tU for Syria August 1*47 to December 
1943 during which period he u bdicvcd in have lined 
hk pockets. Syrian represeniativc on Supreme 
Council of Common intercuts January 1944 to June 
] 946, Director of Syrian Mira June 1946 to January 
l 7 Appointed Secretary'General of Ministry of 
National Iconomy October 194 d. Showed himself 
mspiciou* of the two British advbcv* who subse¬ 
quent! v left. Has tire reputation or being efficient 
but difficult and citragTroiNc to work with. Resigned 
from the Ministry' of National fcoanomy in l<»4§. 

ILL Muriiej, Farid 

Born Hama ilx*u< l • '<< Greek Orthodox. 
Wealthy l-i rid owner of Hama, who habitually 
indulges m stnugidirtg. Cultivates friendship of 
Modems. with whom be is well established Enjoy* 
support of Bi'.hojv 1 lit reiki Deputy for Hama 

|u43 and Controller in the Chamber of Deputies 
October 1945 ip October 1946, 

An attractive personality but entirely self 
interested Fleeted |o Constituent Assembly in 
November 1949. 

114. Aturdted. Sheik b, Rftkiut 

Born about l l X'5 Bedouin chief Head of the 
small but predatory Saba's tribe rttLcinstl, which ti 
usually encamped in the Sahmiych district, Deputy 
for the Damascus trdw* 1936-39. A sheikh after 
the novelist’- heart Gen emus to ihe poor but a 
fierce ruler, Realise* that the nomadic life of the 
Bod out ns fc doomed to extinction and is now actively 
aed rata t kmc hb peepte. Elected Deputy for 
Palmyra tribal area 1 943 arul in 1^47 Fleeted to the 
CrnixtiUMit Avvembk in November 1949 


(15, Natliy, lluiiuid Ahmed 

Born about 1883. Circassian origin. Grand- 
father was Emir Mahmoud and Governor of Tripoli, 
Fuihe,- was Fakhro licy and, had targe estates in 
Beirut. Ahmed Namy was son-in-law of Abdul 
Hamid and retains, rather questionably. live tide of 
Dariud, although divorced Became Chief of State 
of Syria 1926-23 at a critical moment and worked 
conscientiously at a policy of conciliation. The 
French High' Commissioner dropped him without 
ceremony and replaced him by Taj ed Din. 
Supported Nationalists in the .'Advisory Council 
19?! Stilt cittics to the hope o( being made King 
nf Syria l-Jas far lev- political influence than tie 
thinks due in the fact that U j) lie lives in Beirut, 
(A) he is a Circassian and not an Arab and (c) lie 
lias li Christian wife 

Weil meaning, dignified, perhaps a little fatuous. 

116. Nirarn ed Din. Abdul Burp 

Born 1903 in the Nassibaio, Turkey, where bis 
father was Kaimakam Elementary education Is 
recognised as a political leader of Modems in the 
Jezinrh. Was elected Deputy in 1943 with French 
support, but since tJum tm& professed strn-nc. indepen¬ 
dent Arab views, Lind was n-dedd in 3 l| jy. Owns 
Lice properties from which he draws his income. 
Reported to have sy npalbried with the revolt of 
Rashid Ali in Iraq. El Peeled to the Constituent 
Assembly in November |94'J. Minister of Agricul¬ 
ture in KhaHd al Aim’s Cabinet nf December 1949, 
Formed die Republican Liberal PLirty in the Assembly 
in March 1950. Resigned with the r«t of the 
Cabinet m May 1950. \t fiist an ally of Akrani 
tlourani who yoired hu; parly; hut they have 

now fallen out wilh each other. 

117, Quiiuuii, Oqla 

Horn aK>ut IHfD, Residence Kharaha. Greek 
Orthodon. Leading Christian of Fcbcl Druse, 
Supporter of Atrash lamily. who use him «> contact 
hhji. Wan prougc of Emir Seiim cl Atrash, Edu- 
catiim Arabic only. Said u> be bastard son of Shtbli 
Bey d At rash SulLm Pasha and Oilami were 
awarded pension by Syrian Government (1942) for 
their part in 1925 revolt. Deputy for minorities, in 
Jebel Druse 1943 and H-SB, 

Influential and intdligupt Art inlnaucr who was 
viewed with great suspicion by the French; is in ck« 
contact tmh King Abdullah on behalf of the Alrash 
family. 1‘rofesscs to be pro-British, 

113. QudmanL Abdul Glianl 

Born 1890. Enlisted in the Turkish geodurmeric 
and obtained a commission in the Turkish army 
1914 ]H war, Held u number of posts in I he Syrian 
gendarmerie from 1920 t« I&42, when he had risen 
to the rank of major MohaBr ®nd Comma®dcr of 
the Gendarmerie, Hama, F342 43. Awivtant C'om- 
mamkr-Geucnil of Gendarmerie and Director- 
General of Police, March December 1943. Private 
A D C. (o Shnlcri Ouw»fH. January 1 >*4-4 to April 
1945. Inspector-General of Gendarmerie since 
April 1945 Appointed President of Gendarmerie 
MHilary Courts. April I94&. A mno of little educa¬ 
tion and stupid, but sly; 

119. OEiilurani. Fuad 

Born Damascus about 1900 At a result of serving 
as a clerk in a lawyer** office, was - tolerated " H 
a, lawyer uhnul 1920. Of no irnportnncc until he 
became member of Sbahbatidar Party io 193S. 
Remaining loyal to his chief, when, latter was 
murdered, he shared with B.ibil (^,r.) ihe leasiership 
of ihe party. , ^ ^ „ 

Elected Dean of the Damascus R, ir in October 1942 
«ii \ u44 after elections, whose validity «** challenged 
by hi* opponent* 


Nut very intelligent and rather unpopular, and a 
very doubtful friend of the British, w hom he attacked 
at the time of the Palestine partition issue m the 
Security Council. Tried to organise an opposition to 
Nationalist Government, 1^44- President of the 
Damascus Bar Association l^-lti 4^. Re-elected in 
19.tij. Since the fall of Ziam'j regime has ethnic out 
j --tiong supporter o' Shukri Ouwatty and adv,>cate 
of his return to Syria, 


129. gudsL 'ftutKD 

Itiir," |.9 l) 6 in Aleppo. Lawyer. Active during 
ti'.subb-, o: February 1936. Resigned Ironi 
N:nu.nijftst hitK Mareh" 1939 and has since been in 
opposition to the hint. Considered luitablc in 1941 
a- tintisii propagandist, but. refused pay. Suggested 
for position in Syrian Cabinet m March J942. but 
hi. iotxHlidjilure was. ruled out by die AJUe-- on 
jctvmru of Ins, pj-,i jtenophobc record Ekctod 
Deputy in July 1943 and in t°47, and worked wim 
Rusndi kesh. j ti/.v ) as rcasoruiblc critic uf Govern- 
mcni; ntiused Cabinet rank Minister Plcnipotcnttary 
to l titled blare* January 19*45 to August 1946. 
Member o3 Syrian Delegation So T.K.B CouLretice 
at S.ui ! raiuisco April (945. Member of Syrian 
1 -jI• ■; ili, :i to H N.O. Conference al London Novem¬ 
ber 1945. Prominent member of Itapubir Party. 31c 
realises tiiat Syri.i am (tout stand without friends und 
is working for closer relations with Britain and. Ira^j, 
Appointed Minis!er for Foreign Afluirt in Ehtshim 
AgssIV Governmciil lhT August 1949. Llevied to the 
(biuliiueiit Asseenbly in November 1949 Formed 
u C ibirct m December 3 919, af6y Li cut.-Colonel 
Adih SSii-haUy’s r-iiliiury <nup, but reined alter less 
titan twentyTuur hours as he would not submit to 
army pressure SnbscRUCixtly elected by die Assembly 
its diairmuu of the comcnmcv which u.i. farmed to 
dT:ifl the new Constitution. At the bejuinnig of 
June h'5ti formed a Cabinet in succession to that of 
Khalid d kJ'ni, wuli army support A -cnous- 
mtnd«i, upright and sincere link man who, however, 
tujrv;- deep-rivoted tuspickus of French and. Antcri- 
0 hi designs on the Middle I nsi as a wlrnlc and Syria 
in particular. By eonirnst lie is wtll-disposfcJ tom inJLs 
Britain, whom he trusts conrideruhly more than the 
other Big Powers. 


321, (juuslli. SliEikii 

Bom about 3SS6, Supporter of ! iijsa3. During 
the rebellion of 1925 afforded every assistance (o 
tiie iL-hefs He fled to Palestine, tiut returned- to 
Syria in ! 93t Vice-president of the Nationalist 
Wei• at iiv inception. Made 1'inaiiL'e Minister and 
Defence Minister (combined! in Jamil MardanT* 
Lain net on 21st 3>ecemhcr. I93h As head of 
his own party iJstiklali. but allied with the 
Nationalists was bitterly >vpposed to Council of 
Directors, but until french armistice (June 1940) 
did not tike overt political uction, He was in close 
coiiLacc with the Italian Disarmament Commission 
during the whole of iheir iEay here and was a con¬ 
stant caller on the S talinn Consulate in Damascus. 
Mel Rover the Gi'rnwn Agent* several limes during 
tlic latter':* vtay in Syria. On arrival of Allies was 
openly opposed Io them and judged it best to go on 
11 pilgrimage ,r (o Mecca jOctobcr 1941}. Went to 
Bagdad, where he wit* entrusted by Ebn Saud with 
various ncgolralions between Saudi Arabia and 1 n q 
■Returned to Damn setts (September 1942). llttlcrcd 
election?, of 1943 as N nionalist leader l lccioj 
t>puty rtud Rreridcjit of ihe Rcputlie bv over- 
whelming majority. Fell seriously ill (April T’l'JdK 
hi 1 , lib' wim wwd by British mditary cti^iors with 
imnsfusiuiu of British blood. Visited Bagdad in 
March t l) 45. where he was not warmly received. 
Attended (U«tmg ^ Arab niters al Indiass in May 
■WWI6 


1 1J 4>ii. Rc-eleetpd President for a econd term in 
April 1948. After eh.it hu peipufartiy declined 
rapidly and he was incapable of appreciating tiie 
prog re %>.! vc economic p,>licy initiated by Khaki el 
Arm later that year He wj arrested by Husm Zaim 
on 30th March, 1949, and icsigncd on 6th April, 
He has since then lived in Switzerland and Egypt 
where lie now is 

A determined exponent o£ pon-Arabism, h some¬ 
what slow and ponderous. I Jus, not got a Ljuiek or 
tirillLant brain hut has a good dual of wisdom. 
Menially and physically he might not unfairly be 
likened io an elephant. Makes ouitc a good repre- 
seriidive head "f stale \Li- regardeJ • , the early 
days of the war as pt>Axts and undoubtedly bad 
cant ici. wiih "oris rcprE-scruatives in the Levant, 
but ifiis can probably tic attributed to entire singta- 
n.-.* oi purpose in the Arab caiasc. it w,i> as one 
iiuil- I'lmourtiJ. but there i> no proof, that he had 
Used fais official position to advance hi* own tinancial 
interests In 194? and 19*46 he vo-operare'd wdLvvith 
the British authorities and lie alrnovt certainly has a 
VL-nv; of profound gratitude lowards the British F- ;li 
politiL-atiy and peiMuiitity, This is nol lo 'ray liut 
hi" might nol t ike 4 line opposed to British "policy 
if he thoughi Arab inierests lay (bai way, I noL 

jin naturally, profoundly opposed to -vm iugge.htiou 
f,u ,i monnrchicAl I'lfglniL- in Syria, 


122, Rave-,s, Munir a I 

Born Hantii in Sunni. Cousin of Naiib 

Strong Nationalist. Joined Palestine retwl* 
in 1936 and hccjime second in command to Famo 
On we kit, Appoinlcd head of the Secret Police 
politic.!f> hy ihe Natiouilist Government in Iriks and 
in that capdly aided Palestine rebels, Dismtised 
rt few monibs Atcr rm charges of bruinUiy Con- 
de'lined to twenty years’ pn on and (wemv yean’ 
baniMimeiit for pfiuung ugainsi fife of Bahij .it 
Khatib /'head of Council of Directorvl w, |930, hut 
relujved in 1941) lit intervention of holiari Armiitke 
Commissiojt. Fled in June 1941 on Allied approach 
ami broadcast for Germans from Athens ; relumed 
so -S>rii al ihe end of t945 ; h sole proprietor of 
ilarutfa, which during ilse Z:n m nfginie chanced itfl 
name to {nqisi!uh\ 

\ JLingeroiii agitator mnd iutripuer, assiscialed v. th 
the Arab Club, League of National Action. 
Although once a supporter of the ex-Mufti, his 
criticised him for the last two years. Spearheaded 
the snacks in riie Damascus press on Syro-ltaqj union 
after the fall of Zaim. whom he hud fuNomely >up, 
ported Given hk character, n o certain that ' e 
Satnii and Lgyptian opponent i f union made it worth 
his w liiJe. ifa> recently been flirting wiih ihe National 
Party, A thnrattphlj conlcoiptibic nnd unscrupulous 
scounilrel 


123, Rayew Najlh cl 

Cousin of Muriir revo ;■ Born Hama I SbJj, 
Sunni. Proprietor anti editor ol a wrongly 

Nationalivt organ His pujrer 1u^ been suspcmJal at 
various times for its vjofertl attitude, notably in 3938 
for its atiiiude towards PaJevtinc troubkx Iri 1939 
condemned to twenty year*’ prison and twenty 
years' hamshnienl for tmplication in ploi w> murder 
Bahij al Kliatib (head of Council of Djiodorak 
Amnestied November |94 uoii jnicAeution of Italian 
Armistice Dim mission. In Vichy year was anti’ 
Allied. Arrested, but soon released by Allies in 
February 1942. HearreJitcd in June 1942 for his 
share an Jamil Martinm’s fun,) false claim* Jo Aliieti 
support. Released VI inch 1943, £ileetci.t Deputy for 
Daniascus on Shukri Ouwatli’s list in 1943; mem her 
of journalirts' delegation which visited London in 
July im A strong Nauonaiist, he and hiv paper 
now support the National Party. 
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124. Kiciibt. AM ILaiiUr 

Burr. atHut 3915. Son erf she ble General Rida 
pasha RLkabL C.fl.L. (Governor of Damascus utter 
tira British occJpJLtor in fc^lS>. Educated at 
Vielori i Co - --!!■- in Atesaitdria and was a teacher in 
Iran until M.'iv 194 L when he returned i« Syria. 
W.i. appointed VLing Dit color of Political Sseliotl 
jn the Syrian f orcign Office August I944-,April 194 Ii-, 
but ^LijWifed wtlh JiictiiJ Mardarn Be) (*jf> who 
unwilling to gisc him the jjiranvemcnt be eon- 
Md-cred he had merited, and has .since held ad cdu- 
cum on. a l port in Iraq Secreury to Syrian delegation 
i,n t \ 0. Conference in London November 1945, 
5s mijdlj Nationalist in outlook. although w far he 
!u‘- not been palhiealls octh... Speak•> and writes 
very ^ood English. Efficient and. hard-working bill 
conceited. A ecod Moslem. For some time press 
aiiacbe at the Palace in Bagdad. Visited Damascus 
in the Autumn of 1949 a! the :equcs! of the Regent 
of Iraq in order to sound local opinion about the 
Syrolraui union project. Returned hurriedly to 
Bor dad after Lieul.~Ci*kKKl Shishakly v military c&up 
in December 1944. 

12$. RilsirL Abmed 

Born in Aleppo abpui 1907. studied political 
economy in Vicruii. A member of the (on- 
stituett Asvemhh m i L >?S bat subsequently pave 
up politics, concern r.nmg on the administration ot ms 
larii,e estate near Aleppo. Elected Deputy in 1947 on 
the list of the PirliaimeoUry Popular Party He is a 
bedUter-ifriaw of Abdul Itahmari Assam Pasha. then 
wises being MSlers. He is a man ft considerable 
influence irt Aleppo, where bis family arc Earpc land- 
owners. AppOinled Minister or Public Works in 
Jamil Mania nl's Goicmmctit isi October 1947 and 
if (iii^ capacity, showed himself (o he a complete 
obstructionist on any nutter of development or con¬ 
tracts with foreign companies He spends much of 
his lime in Aleppo, and suffers frequently from 
rheumatism. 


director of Syrian Airlines and of big sugar .mu guys 
companies and interested in the formation of a 
National Bank. Although not a politician accepted 
post a* Minister of National Economy in K.haled d 
Azm's Cabinet of Draembe; 194$ (which sell mi 
Hh.i March. [949# ueidl showed himself 4 prOgtCvrivc 
arid ilmuchtfitl Minister anxious ig promote com- 
njerciaJ relations between Syria and the outside world. 

[y an extremely UBSsl'iifoctory business man io 
deal with, putting off any decision to the last possible 
moment: Mnafrlu personal! tv, close personal friend 
of Nlulled el Azm l.,y.v.l and open to social flattery. 

1 do. Said. Amin 

Bom about EWQ He studied law and then worked 
as s journalist in Cairo. He returned to Sj ria with 
Dr. ShithlTstndar and opened a newspaper called 
Kifah. which continued to appear muif April 1 
when ii was suppressed by .Zait’n lt> editorial policy 
was always moderate ami friendly towards the 1'nited 
Kingdom". It became arid remained openly pro¬ 
fit il'ish after December l<Uft. when Said returned from 
an official lour 111 England 

Said to possess an extraordinary memory which has 
helped him in writing a number of books on cm- 
temporary Arab history, of which he has eiicydojcTdic 
kruwkdge, He is sometime* surly and bad-tempered 
but entirely loyal to his political friends. IK par cr 
recommenced publication in November 1949. 

125. Jsau-j.il, Matiimtt IA 

Born in 137$, Archbishop of Tyre in t9l« and 
of Beirut in 1912. Fleeted Patriarch of the Greek 
Catholic Church in the East in succession to 
Mnghabghab in October 1947 by the Synod erf the 
Greek Onh.,die Church meeting at 'Ain Vra? in the 
Lebanon. He is well liked by she Greek Catholic 
community and has decided to live in Damascus 
though he may spend a pnrt of his rime in Tairo 
artil -Meviaidria, where he ha-* palace -. Has on 
several occasions delivered anti-Communist sermons, 
and often intrigues in local polities. 


126 . Sabah* Dr, tftwdi 

Bom [900. M.D of Damascus Nt^dscaj College 
Atusrant at the Medical l^Ksratory 1922-25. 
Spent 1926 in France, where he specialised in 
ncuralgj,!. and internal diseases, Asristani profciwir 
of intemal medicine at the Syrian University 14.3 
and profes«s 19^2 Dean of the Medied CulL-ge 
J9'1S President of the Syrian University from 1444 
to April 1944. when he was replaced under /aim t 
regnive bv Dt. Zurayfc P'lvate phy^cun 

to Pr«»dcnL Ouwallv and family. Has made several 
trips to Funpe. mpedally to France. Germany ant! 
UnikM Kingdom 

Author of eleven volun>es in Arabic on internal 
mcdktnc Spwfes Turkish. French. English and 
German. Does not interfere in politics. 


LW. Setiai. Hani iU-u C, eli-iin 

Moslem, Nirn jbout 1902- Lawyer. iudgc .iud 
Deputy for Homs 194? and a pain in 1947 With 
Flilmi Atas-Si TormciJ 4 strong nppovitmn TTWvciMHI 

to the Government: has ,1 certain oratorical skill and 
Impudence m public debate and dews m% hesitate 
to sptsaV his mind in the Hoove U 4 twofesaed 
Monarchist and now a member of the Popular Party. 
Almmt penniksM in his capacity as a judge, he has 
had recourse manv tim« to those legal adjustments 
for money so ncce san among underpaid Syrian 
officials. Heeled lo Hie Cbftaitucnt A'.rfmbiy in 
November 1944. Appealed Minbter of Education 
in ihc Cabinet forrnexJ by Khultd nl Annin December 
]4jn. Resigned wiili the test of the Cabinet m 

Mis 1950. 


127 . Sahnaoui, Jean 

B.om about IW. Greek Duhnlic of hunible 
extraction, one of seven brothers, all of whom are 
now wealthy Appointed honorary Spanish Vice- 
Consul in 1936. Because prominent in Greek 
CariNilie circles was considered pro-luihnn. bm in 
year following French collapse showed considerable 
signs of being pro-British In April to September 
1441 was Minister irf Finance in Khalid a I Azm 
Govcmmenl Dunrtg winter of 1941-42 was 
engaged irv large conlracts for British arniiy over 
which he wav nol test well treated—but has never¬ 
theless made a grial deal of moitey Represented 
Syrian Chamber of Commerce m the Commercial 
Conference held in Chicago in 1945 Left Dtmoscu* 
in Mi> for a lengthy pnvale commercial tour of the 
United Kingdom. Eumpe and the United fsiiue*. 
Hi* visit tn the United Kingdom was strongly backed 
by the Department of Oversea* Trade Managing 


J 3 I, Sriburi. Sht-ikli MlnUfa al 

TVirn in Homs about I«15 Studied M Al-Axhar 
Unhertitv Cairo, where he when Rush id Vli’s 
rebellion took place. He was accused of having 
itivtnbutcd a ciicubr m Cairo calling on ffie 
Fgvption people to support the nioteihcni. wai 
arrested by the f-gyp turn pohet and detained for 
some two montby without iriaL depKirted from Egypt 
ant j Interned bv the BnEi*b authorities in Palestine 
at Sm ifand for sevon months Repatriated to Syria, 
ufin-r,, he wai ayain iniemcd for iwo \enra, Ilrat at 
Mieh-Mich and then at Ritshix raleased early 1945, 
when he began to lake a virntig mttfcsl in the 
Moslem Brethren For the past three v«ira he ha? 
Kten direclor of the At*b Invitlttte in Damaxcu* (» 
. w li iV il mn by the Moslem Brethren# He is flow 

controller-general of the Modem Brcihrcti in both 
Sina and the Lebanon, and wtu one of ihe pn ncipal 
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editors of FJ Manor newspaper, (he mouthpiece of 
the Modern Brethren until its. suppres-von in April 
L j 49. m \ lunar loappcurod in November 1949 

Elected lo the Constituent Assembly in November 
1949 as chief cepresent!live of the" newly-formed 
Islamic Socialist f rom 1 Moslem Brethren) of 
which he is the main spokesman. 'A'ilih Muhammad 
Mubarak now publicly advocates a rapproche- 
men t with the Soviet Union. Tlii> is perhaps not as 
surprising as st seems, for. although he ts an ardent 
Moslem and in the past declared himself lo be 
opposed to communism, his newspaper article* hav? 
all along been rather double-edged. A vehement 
ranting orator who appeals to tbe irui^-.. 

132. ShaNibn, Vinir I'lHWIU 

Him about 1407. Grandson of Nun, whom he 
succeeded on Ijiter’s death in 1942. E'iven before 
he bceiim- chief, hud a strong following in the 
Ruwalla. Trtachefoudy slew ills rival and ctiusin. 
Furhan bin Mmhu.. nc:!r P.rimyra in April N35 
Has marned Kith his sisters into Ibn SaudN 
family, one t.- ibn Sand himself and the other to the 
Amir Sand, ITicsc matches are looked ufM’n by the 
Bedouin as tiavine a politicil significance in con¬ 
nexion with tlie Wad 1 Sirhnn graring Innds and the 
Jau' Qa-is Was Deputy 1936-34 under ihe 
NriionuJisi Ixanner 

During the British blockade of Vichy Syria G94lj 
conducted a icntuncrauvc contraband trade between 
Transjordan and Syria. During Syrian campaign he 
and the Ruwall.i remained strictly neutral, although 
the V ichy French gave them it number of arms, which 
they largely surrendered on ihe Allied arrival in 
Daniascus In L‘#42 he wax given profitable cou¬ 
nsels by the British army. Elected Deputy lor 
Bedouin* of Damascus area 1443, and again to 194?: 
yisited America at the time of the United Nations 
t 'urfencnce in Sin Francisco. April 1945, and spent a 
month in England on hw wav hack. 

Like all Bedouin, .1 -Jin metis* money‘■seeker. 
Despite the fact that much of his earlier life wj.k 
spent in Syrian and European cabarets., he is now 
a more dignified character, respected by the other 
1 riba I leaders .imJ U becoming a Bending force in 
the desert His dose connexions with Ibn Saud 
rcsuli Lei him being die ori.lv big tribal Ecatier who iv 
definitely uppofred to Greater Syria, Played an 
important part in Ibn SaudV covert campaign against 
Syro-Iraqi union rfier Sami HmnawiV (^.v,) coup 
d'litaf of August 1949, 

f.4j, MiaUmub. fir. 

Age about 45. Syrian Catholic of Damascus 
Diiclor of nlcdipite and graduate of Hie Jesuit 
College. Beirut. Elected to meCon^riioeni Assembly 
in 1949. Member of Popular Party. Minister of 
Public Works, in the Cabinet formed by Nazim Oudsi 
cm 4Ui June, 1 950 . 

134. Shmuk-h. Tewfiq 

Born nhi>u6 I8S0 Greek Orthodox. Head of 
Faisal's fRiiiiic.il bureiu. One of the leaders of the 
Peoples Party 1924. but. because he supported 
Sheikh lajj cd Din in 1928. the ManonalLsts dropped 
him. Minister of Public Works under the Damad 
192ft, and Minister of Public Works under Taj cd 
Din I92S-29. Minister erf Finance 1931, bin unem¬ 
ployed after the elect ions until June 1936. when he 
was appointed Mohafiz oE the liuphrate:, Kid- 
nappwl by Jenriot autonomists December 1937. Was 
still Mohifiz when Allies arrived durini: Syrian 
campaign in June 1941. He collaboraied closely 
with Allies in settlement of the infamous Mavadin 
incident, \ccusai of peculation, he w‘as transferred 
10 N.mi.L as Muhafie 1942, but resifned time*; 
irmnediatd) Withdrew hie candidature in 1943 
elect 1 nn-. in favour of Naim Antnki in SaadulEafi 
JabrTs flrrt Goveniaant, August 1943 to October 


1944 . Suspected erf being implicated in scandals 
cormectrd with the export ot soap. Appointed 
Member or Council irf Earn men Interests, January 
1947. 

A wtEI-cdLu.itaf man with definite Nationalist 
cmtliH.4:. who speaks English and French. Anxious 
to see close and friendly relations between Great 
Britain and the Greek Orthodox community. 

135. Slurabati, Xhrndl 

Born about I90 1 - 1 of hum file origin. Student in the 
American University of Itetruc B.5h:.. C.I .. from 
M I T, (United StateVi. Speaks besides Ambit, Eng¬ 
lish. French, German and imrktsli. 'ipvnl some time 
in cite United Suites and collected money in the 
Arab e.iusc. establishing Society for Arab propa¬ 
ganda Relumed t-' Syria in iSriU .md started 
tohocco-growing and >.»thef industrial emerpr in 
Transjordan arid Syria. In 1951-32 cktabtishcd the 
League of National Action. From 1935 to 1939 
worked contractor in Egypt and Iraq. Drew 
ihe unfavourable □ [teniitin of the French in «939 
hy delivering speeches urging national unity and 
was sentenced with -at he. mem her 1 <-r the L’cjguc 
oi National Action lo twentv years' imptivonment. 
and twenty years' tfcpivriaimn. Fled to Trans* 
Jordan, where he start id a fix ben. at Akiba. 
RttUnicJ t(> Syria when the British nvxupiod 
Damascus m 1941 and resumed his political 
activities wish the League of National Action Has 
remained a firm '■upporti.T of Shiifcn Ouwmtli and 
was elected Deputy for Damascus in August 1943 
and again tn 1947. March 19*5 was Minister of 
I duejtion m Farei c| Khoury S fio,i Go^ e:n ment; 
Minister of Education and Acting Minister of 
NastOrtal Econo my in Fasts d Khotny's second 
Government, Apni (o \ugusE 1945: Minister of 
Education and Naliout Economy in Farrs cl 
Khoun ’s third Government for a few days in 1945. 
Minister of LdueaSkm in Saufulhih Jsbri’s thiid 
Government, April |94b„ but was tmnsferTcd to 
Ministry of Nainwi.il Defence m June !94ri after the 
resignation of Nebiti A^mch Minister of Defence 
December to October 19.:7 and -igam: in October 
I“’47 to 23rd May, I MS. when he to as-cd >*y the 
President to revign. Wu*. m ihiv time m close touch 
with the Atnffkan Legation bui es-tningcd (bent by 
injudicious hui. popular antj-Ansoricaa tenitmcnte 
during (tie Palestine War. h agent in Svria for 
General bfrnois whose cars he sold to Government 
dcparunenl-s Is alleged to have nude large sums of 
money on, arms deals for the Pal..-Minc wars and ai 
a result is disliked hy the mob. who burnt bin chow- 
tixvnv in !fie November 1949 dcnionilnUtoriA Under 
the Zaim rdpimfl, having tied the country, lie was 
accused of mis^pprnpriaiion of funds and Ins property 
was pul in ihe hands of [he legal custodian 

Although he is quite wild, be has coiutdttafek 
drive and managed to retain the confidence of Shukri 
Bey Ouwatli until (be Syrian army entered Falestine 
iind its diorlcotnings were obx'iouv for all to see 
He is married to a Liihuani&n cabaret girt, whom he 
is alleged lo have met in Tel Aviv. Returned to 
Damascus m Novemlxr 1949 after having been 
cleared of all charge by a court of encjiury vet up 
after ihe fall of jiaim. 

136. Stdyfch, 4bdul Karim, Emir 

Bnnt about lft 95 . Chief nf the Mawali Oiblivin 
and hoi inftuntoe throughout the tribe In 1925-26 
Joined the rebels against French and sentenced lo 
a year's imprisonment Deputy 1936-39 and again 
in 1943 Has considerable Hold over his tribe. 
Intelligent but a hypocrite. 

137. SlirfiaM, Vmir Riitijut at 

Born about IB85 Moslem Cousin of Mustafa 
Studied law in Constantinople Gisen an 
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appointment in i-ber Damascus police during, the 
Faisal regime, but dismissed by the French Elected 
hciJ uf the Damascus R at in 1934-36, Moh&lu of 
the Jozirch 1937 President of the Damascus Court 
of Appeal 1433, bui reigned a few ninths later to 
resume hi. practice AppudoWj Miihafi/ of 
Damascus town. I ebruary 1947. JiiraiaAd by Zaiiri 
in May 194'ti Member of Iraq Defence Committee 
(May 19431 ir&anireJ u> colled money and reouib 
for Iraq ridn^. An inliKuhal Satiwialist, nrul 
lawyer 


|3K. Shibabh Amir Mustafa 

'tun in Dima setts I Sill. Of Lchjtscsc origin 
fMa%ba : ,.L 5 Cousin Of Amai Bahyal iy v.>. Studied 
m one of the Frerscrt school* m Damascus, at 
Istanbul ifid i" l'ic Agricultural School of Chalons. 
Fraoet, Lieutenant under Fiisfll and Inspector of 
AcrscJlHufe. Took fli hr when Faisal was forced to 
withdraw from Syria . Returned to Syria in |923» 
when lie was appointed Director of State Domains, 
In 1934 hii portion us Director of Stole Dorns ns 
wus lupprc^sjJ ami ShcJuPi wa* .uiacticd to the 
Mmotri of Agriculture by Shcik.fi fuj cd Din In 
19.55 he wii one of tli. directors "' the Damascus 
Exhibition, and in 1936 fFebruary to December) 
i* i. Minister of fc-ij miration under Au Bey Ayoubi. 
He accompanied (he Syrian delegation to I’.iris For 
the Dc^'oti «tio i of the Franco Syrian Tretiy t I.v36j 
Mohafcz of Aleppo (February 1937 to March 1939) 
under the Cabinet of Jamil Maiditm, after which he 
,vcnl into retirement, devoting lime to com¬ 
piling an Arabic-French botanical dictionary, 
Appoints Minister of Finance in the Jemii llvhi 
GovernmcaiL on Hh January, 1943. Resigned on 
personal grounds on 17th Match, 1943. 
appointed Minister of Rjuttsi. National V< >nomy 
jstij RuviLtillczncnt m Ala AvoubiS Provisional 
Government. March to August E943, Mohafez of 
Liltik l 1943 to I'M?. Secretary-General of Pome 
Miniver's Office. December 3945 to June 1946. 
Appointed Motufez of Aleppo. June 1946 la 
January <* 4 $. when lie a’ transferred to laillalia 
as Mohafez M»msic: of Justice in Mubsin Barut's 
Cabinet of Jin; W*. In potities Amir Mwtafu 
Shriubi sv a sympathiser of the IbtiVIal ytoup. but 
plays no active park Enjoys reputation an a man 
of probity and drive, An agreeable personality, 
nuJest in demeanour but ean nc very obstinate 


I3SL 'Sherif. I bran 

Born about IS92. Lawyer. French degree 
til litre Stirun^r). Secretary of she People's Pam 
1934, Member of the Constituent Assembly 1928, 
when he held most uncompromising Nationalist 
views Insisted on standing fof elections in 1932, 
thuy nearly spoiltne the agreement with the High 
Commissioner Si delegate. Nationalist Deputy, 1932 
and 1 936. Appointed Syrian member on Joint 
Hijilicf Cammivdan for Common Interests with 
Lebanese, lanuary to September 1944, Mchafer of 
Aleppo. September 3944 lo May 1946, during which 
period he sm sneers-till in preventing any major 
cladi between Syrian’- .>rui French. Fumed (he 
pm made of tiiu Christian minorities for protecting 
their tnienpcii. for wtueti he ha* been decorated by 
the Pope AppointCii lir%t Syrian Minister to the 
Turkish Rupublic. July I94li Syrian rcprc>enm(ivc 
on Security Council Comntittee of Enquiry lo Greece, 
Janiciry H47 Syrian Minister io Greece since 
September ! ^-47 A man of dneere oonvictkw^ with 
a tiolciu temper A minor Naiionahti leader who 
hay. however, no! been active few come time, 
Rcci I led, to Damascus in Augtui 1949, Secretary- 
renet a l of the Kcpubliuin Dc«noci-j.lk: tpro-Quwatlyi 
Patty formed m February 1 <J 5C. 


140- Mit-liukly, Ltiul.-Ciilonel Adib 

Bom 1^01 in Hama T"ok part in the Hama 
revolt apiittsi the French m 3 >25 and in 1945 darted 
die French forces and joined the Syrian army. 
BatttJicm Comituudcr in S94S and in September of 
ili:it year appointed seco-rd-in-cominaad of a brigti-dt 
Took part rn Husni Zrumi coup ti'Enu of 311 ill March, 
1949. Appointed Directar-GoocrcS of Police anti 
Security soon after, anJ promoted to rank of lieot-- 
eolcutc] i few dny> later. Leader of the Parti 
PopuUire Syriett in the army, Shishakly fell foul of 
Husni Xai m when the latter tnade him hand over 
Artoun Suade. head of the P P.S.. to the Lebanese 
authorities in July 1.949. after asylum had been 
grimed toSaadc in Syria A a rovli of theiripjamil 
he wtti lint relcgfltcJ lo the appolnirtient of Com* 
mindani dc la PiiiOc. Aleppo, then olTered <h.e pewt 
t«f Military Attache. Jidda, which he refined, and 
Lin i LK diMAifeOd by Zaim at the ctvd of July. 
Rmnstatcd by Colonel Hinnawi «.f-v > after ihc latter'* 
sueees-sful tx ttp agmost Husni Zalm :md appointed 
commander of the In Brigade, On 19th December* 
]Cj 40 . ShrihakK took m itrcr* into 3ii> own hands ami 
in collaboration wuh ■vkram Houiani organised 
a *ucccss.rul coup ihc coiled it “disciplinary action “1 
agaimi Hninawi. Shbhak3>, un avowed Rqjublic.in. 
accused Hannawi tif plotting t-v bring ahout vmion 
’.villi Iraq. Became Av>uVmi Oiief of the General 
Stall on the day of his am?. 

He i-. married and ha* right childrem At first 
glance a quiet, sitv little mao, lm i> mdincJ m gel 
lough after a drink or two and, as a resuEi, thoroughly 
oiiin ., an evening’s carousing in the cabarets. He H 
plcj-Unt and amicable and ieqaond% to > friendly 
approach, 


141. Sfarcluh. Abriut Under 

Born about 1S90. A very rich arid pious Sun in 
Moslem and head nf one oi ide most important 
Mvjikm families in s^e Alw-v nc Province His 
facnib wn* robbed of a portion of proncity by 
Sulci ruin Murshed in 1939, U *ai rcstotod in W2, 
notably I he villa ec of Htmanio Deputy in Syrian 
Parliament 1937. Convinced Nationalftt in politics. 
Arrested in November 1943 for anti-Allied semrnicrUs 
and ticlieved connexion with sxis spsc>.; rdctsevl tn 
|1S45. Elaugher and traculcill 


142. Sidiiwi. W*di’ 

it., r n Onmaseuc 107. Greek Orthodox. Took 
law degree. Damascus 1925 Worked ns aa$btnnt for 
rn.vn u’.d r -, ti> Virsuf cl ki on the piper 
Alef ih, and in 1942 bough! Ai KHaft from Amin 
Smd, bin ahuntl-suM ir in carl’. 1943 to its original 
p'ljprietor ■ editor of hi iVu.tr Sneaks l ijlisb and 
French, Whs pro-Allied durlne the second worW 
war but has since developed a creed for money which 
result* in hb newspaper vilify me anyone nr any 
Government fot .. suflicient pay merit In the rF -a half 
,,f jqjs hi ,Vmr was particularly jnti-flriitvh over 
Palestine and ha* closely follmd ihc chtmgcv its 
Communist treatment of new--. I Ik .i bc ii of 1 [non 
Zaim bwughi an era of unpreoedemed prosperity for 
Sidawi El Vuir become one of the unofficial moulh- 
pIk& of the dvdaior md it K more than likely Lint 
^dnuriV present financial independence is the outcome 
of lib wholehenrted suppori of -tains He li.« 
undoubted!v some ability as ji journalist and W 
paper hfts the hitbe-t sale- in ITamasou, His oppor¬ 
tunism has become even more apparent s-infe the 
second and third coups d~hm:. 


14J. SUix CtilonH 

Bern *h*'Ut 1*95. Moslem from Hama. Com- 
m Hid mi Homs Military Sdimd in February 1947^ 
In Juls 19JH nvide Joint Orserauonal CommaTider o' 
the 1 vt and 2nd Brigades on the Palestine front. Head 
^ ssriin delegation during theSyro-Uracli AnsiEsuce 
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negotiations in 1949. Appointed Director-General of 
Mmisery of National Defence in April I95U, Minister 
of National Defence in the Cabinet formed by Na/im 
Cudsi on 4lh June. 1 950. 

.Smooth nnd foxy, bin does not appear to want to 
gel mixed up in politic*. 

144. StelL Mgr. (ieorgis 

Rom about ]HS4 Of Hom> Syrian Catholic 
Bishop of Damascus 13 933). Not u fenaricnJ 
Christian. Ft-.. he can bear sight of Christian* not 
members of Eiis church. I- jh ardent defender of 
the " rmnoricic-. ” cause. Generally esteemed Pra¬ 
ti rJish in Vichy year. 

145. Sulh, Aflf :il 

Bom Saida (Lebanon! IHW. Sttnlicd law ,<t 
hunhul, hut tW* not practise True revied in 
politic* and opposed ihe Turks before the 1^14 war, 
dialing which Ire was Lurkidi officer. Accused of 
giving the name of the Arabs- hanged by Jemal 
Pasha, but in- proof forthcoming. Sent on a mission 
b\ M le Jo-uvencl to JcK'! Druse in 1^26 lo 
negotiate with leaders of Use ret nil. At that time, 
wvt* lhic of the leading Naitoualtsb, willing to 
eo-opcraie wnli the French, Organiser of the 
Nationalist Forty in 1927 Took an .ictnc part in 
organising the genera? strike in January 1936. Was 
exited hj the French, but was amnnsiied with other* 
in March of the same year. Deputy for Damascus. 
19Jti and 1943. Minister 10 Bagdad 1947-49, 
Not a man of much personality, 

146- Sonar, Sheikh Ifoyyfl d 

Bom in 191.' Educated by private teacher* m 
Be mm encampment, In TH7 he inherited from his 
fjth:r, \udj SL’fur, the leadership "f ihe Musaid 
tril'w which is the largest ikduiti group m the Jebd 
Dtati •• itrii't He was exiL’d by Ibe French in 
1936 but returned in lime to He elected re q Deputy 
in ihr Syrian Partimieni of l ,3 37 lire French 
would not allow him. however, to take hi* scat od 
the i-iound* tbit hr w .s (lx> young. In 1939 he 
mqtnucd with Its* trio: to Transjordan lo avoid fur¬ 
ther trotib'u with th Mandators- P-wi.t, Faded in 

the Syricm .. of 1943 bin succeeded in 1947. 

Irt f'MH h. ted hi iriha-nuil into Palestine ^nd sue- 
ccrLt.;l in Ifnlding Lvddai am! Ramteh for several 
week*, until regular force* from Trarnsjordan look 
o*er Althnuch versing under ihe Jordanian Com¬ 
mand he w r. the only Rcduin leader to Utlre an active 
pari in ihc ficluinc in Palesiinc, ihc Syrian 
Government win - rc. ular troops, had not succeeded 
so well j> HayrilN Beiluin. arrc*icd him on his 
return to Damiiscu-* He ihm joined she Popular 
Party in opposition to Sbtlkri Quttutiy and the 
Nationalists. He attempted 10 letd all Beduiri 
Deputies into the opposition but failed, 

He was Arrested hy Zmu in \pfU l^J- 15 and 
recti.lined in prison foe several week* 

He ts shrewd, winy and possesses rmich comiriQii 
«s»ve. He t* npeniy pro-Bntish \ fis ptnoitiil con- 
duct is strictly regulated by Ikduto eLhKS, Elected 
lo C’onitiiueni Assembly in November 1949 

147. TuUa** Asad 

Bom in Aleppo about 1905. F-dUCated at Fuad I 
University. Cairo, ami later siudled in France Took 
up teaching and then obtained a p*w,[ in the Syrian 
Ministry for Foreign Alfa ns and became head nif 
tire Administrative Section. Was id one time Director 
of Consular Affair* and served in diplomatic po*is 
abroad indnding Tehran and Athens, where he W4s 
diargi d'affaires. While at Athens he was appointed 
Syrian member of the United Nitioctt Ccimnnssirxi in 
Greece On his return Us Syria Ik wd* given a post 
in the Legal Dcpurtmcnl of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, 


r.illas accompanied Adel Arslan iq.i-.i in Bagdad 
on an official mission during ZaimN regime and while 
there rottenly discussed with the ira-,p* ihc p-’ysLbilil) 
of overtlirowmg Zaim and bringing about closer 
relation* bclwcsn Syria and Iraq. On hi* return to 
Dam.Vtf.u> he be^an to work upon Licui -Colonel 
Hinnawt u/.iM, tn whom he iv related by marriage 
and on whom iree\c:te:l a powerful miluencc, Zaun 
oltcnded Lula* by transferring him to a minor post 
tn the Ministry of Education in July and this *et 
Talhs firmly ami finally agnifiit him. Follow ing 
Hmnawi* successful n>up o hiar agamst Zami. 3 jILls 
hoax me Seerctaiy-Genera I of the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs and exploited his position lo promote Syro- 
Iraqi union, u.vinc the rather stupid Hinnaw-i j* a too] 
foe ihi-* purpose. His career was abruptly iftienupicJ 
on 19th December by the Unli-Hinoftwi coup carr;od 
out by Lieut -CuLmel Adib Slushakh and I'ullas 
after taking refuge in the lra -41 Legation, Hcd to 
R.igdii J sij'ifciL-ut, He conttduo to re.nain a refugee 
in, Bagdad, 

148. UfF, 5heikh Sa!fl 

tk-rn Deir ez Zor about l^i Sunni Hosleni, 
C Liuni* lo lie related with (he Sbenhari furiulv of 
Mecca. Mufti of the Euphrates, Officer m Turkish 
army in VVjriJ War but was with the Aittif r lbal -n 
Damascus in 1919 and rincc then ha* rcfiiauied m 
clove touch w L 1 I 1 leading political persoitLilitic* in 
1 t,i^, Opposed the Ra*fisd Alt KevoJt in l,' J 4L 
Sirong pan-Arab and keen *upparter of policy 
followed by the late King Faival. \ orator and 
able to Sway a crowd by vheer fanaticism 

149. 3 urijE. TiwSa 

Born about I89R. Christian from Kalakh, J:du- 
eased Suqlchiirli American High School- t ch Syria 
for Cairo in I94t). when he w.i> on the editorial *: ;!l 
of FJ iiUtif and hi i ! \wm Ha* travelled in Europe 
and l nited States. Speaks Esfhidi oiid French, 
Appointed r.:;vOnJ counsellor 10 Syrian Legation in 
Cairo. Ap- I |94? Did not proceed. Left Syria tor 
Eppl in July LH5 in connexion with the priming, 
of ihr Syrian” Black Ikiok frecotd of all French 
misdeed*!, On his return in August appointed 
Dinaeto? of Anti Section it the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, RetuxneJ m Cairo with Ki m 1 1 M-mhinl, 
October 1945, |jj referred a* Counsel tor to RpozSI. 
January 3 946, ,md especially delegated to carry out 
pro-Arab propaganda in South kniencx, 

An unpleasant little man but intelligent 

150. Yusuf, iSfohareed S*id al 

Born about 1899, A Kurd and Idlldowner, SiUl 
of Abdurrahman Pasha and hereditary chief of 
Kurds in Syrii and Palestine. 13c received Ins edu¬ 
cation at A.U.R, anti during t 15 ^ war in Austria 
□ rtd Germany fn company with many young Syrians 
who. for political reawmc were made mudi of by 
the German authorities Head of Damascus muni¬ 
cipality (and .1 cling-Mohaie? of Damascu*- under 
Zaim in 3949 for a short Sime9 Speaks German. 
French and English, is widely read ami highly culti¬ 
vated, hui a ftihrur. His father had great influenee 
among Kurd* owing to his position, but he has 
kryely tost it Has s. German wife Of on political 
importance, but may have ambition* Appointed 
M nh a fire of Damareu* in April 1950. 

151. ?diil ed Dir, Farid 

Botrt about 1905, A Druse of Lel'iancse origin. 
Studied at A liter,,,us University. Beirut, specialising 
in econo mic*:, and later continued ht- studies tn 
Enghnd and Franc: 'Doctor of Law, Pari*. I932K 
Acquired Syrim n.iLiomljty and pitied the 
N-.tiofialisl Woe. In Julv I93fl appointed 
A-tittam l ‘rdcT-Sccr’Iar of Stale in ihr Ministry 
for Foreign Affnirt. After fall of Hslkuiafisl 
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Government, weal to Beirut, Vvfos 3 prommenL 
mtmiivcr of the Arab Club in Dajmscua. the centre 
of pro-Nazi imrniuc. In 1940-41 it believed to hove 
been go-octweett for the Italian Armistice Ginuuit- 
sion and Shukri Quwaili. Arrested by AUie* and 
interned until 1943. Director-Generali of Supply. 
January to November 1944, Syrian representative 
on Genera t Supph Council, Minch 1944. Eapcrt to 
S.run delegation 10 U NO- Conference at San 
Fronctsco, April 1945, Syrian representative of 


Preliminary Committee and member of delegation 
to U.N ,0 Conference in London. November 1945. 
Is believed to bare lined his pockets while in 
Ministry' of Supply. Appointed Minister lo Moscow 
in 1947, Member Of Svrian dclenulLon to U.N.O, 
April 1447 «nd September 1 ^ 47 , 

K vertophobc in general ami in the past was 
pronouncedly Anglopbobc : his attitude towards the 
British, now e> not ck^r. Ihji he has tun censed 10 
resenl his internment in Mieh-Mich. 
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EV 1902/J No, 17 

SYRIA; HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
\{r. Montagu-PoHock to Mr r Younger {Rei c 'ved I Ifh -luguy:. 


(No. It6, Confidential) Damascus 

Sir. 25//i July, 1950. 

I have the honour to transmit to you here¬ 
with the Annual Report on Heath of 
Missions accredited to Syria. 

2. I am sending copies of this despatch to 
His Majesty's. Representatives jl Beirut. 
Cairo and Bagdad, 

! have. Ac, 

W. H. MONTAGU-POLLOCK. 


Enclosure in No, 17 

Jfcudi 1 MK-fonr in Syria 

rPavings marked with an jMend are reproduced 
from previous report* 1 . 

\r^snllkj| 

M. Adolfo Campodomco, Minister i24ih Novem¬ 
ber. 144JU 

'M. Campodonio-i is the first Argentine Minister 
M reside in Damascus He came here from Ccsu 
Ft iv’i. It ti rtcii clear lo anvbudv bow he and a Consul- 
General curt be kept occupied On his arrival lie 
could speak nothing; hut Spanish bui can now pel an 
quMe well in French. He ha* quite an agreeable wife 
(written in 1944,1 

Egypt 

M Ahmed RiU.e Bcv, Minister i29lh December, 
14441 

A pleasant little man with an attractive wife, but he 
is obviously sensitive about Britain's attitude 
vh-a-vh l-pyiH. Speaks English and French, 

France 

M Jacques EmUc Paris, Minister (8th June. 1950.) 
A colleague with considerable charm who hits made 
a very favourable impression on (he diplomatic carps 
a [id on Syrians Ik comes from Sofia and ha* not 
previously served in the Middle Had Though 1 have 
only just made his acquaintance, 1 have hops that 
he will lie refreshingly free from hi* predecessors’ 
prejudices on the subject of the policy rtf His 
Majesty's Government towards ihc Arab Slates. His 
wife is a daughter of a former Secretary-General of 
the Belgian Foreign Ministry. 

Iraq 

M Minis* Shaba nth r. Minister * '7ih June. 1950.) 
Sniwih and outwardly friendly. Not 11 colleague 
with whom one could cel very intimate Hu a 
Lebanese wife. 

Hals 

M Luigi Carter. Minister ffah November, 3'u7,t 
M Coclcse w a career diplomatist wbo spent many 
years at Geneva with the League of Nations and Later 

42504 


sL-rved in (hi Far Lavs, He told niy predecessor that 
he had absolutely tic work to do and was profoundly 
bored. Both he and his wife twho is more often num 
not absent) are fncndly people ;i nd a slight ray of 
light in the gloom of the Damascus Diplomatic Corps 
1 hough intelligent on the subject of Syrian politics. 
hl - altitude Ls invariably cynical, and he believe* 
in. becoming a i hi tie involved a> possible in pertrnaJ 
contacts, 

Persia 

M. Mortem Mochfegh KajretnL Minister (29th 
December. 1944,1 

Friendly if rather uninspiring Married. 

Sauitj Arabia 

SEiitkh Abdul ,\Af Ebn Zaid h Minister 125ib June. 
1944.) 

Doyen of the Carpi, Although he nominally foes 
in Damascus, he spend* mom of the winter in Beirut, 
Speaks no European language, According m the 
Diplomatic List, he ha* a wife, but I am not aware 
that am one has ever seen her. 


Turkey 

M Apiulabat Aksin. Minister June, 1946.) 

AT. Aksin came to Damascus from Bmcpk’s Aires* 
where he had spent some seven years. Naturally* as 
Turkish representative >his position 1 * not ait r.isi Vnc, 
bui he ii not an impressive figure, and his convcrsd- 
tirtfi. in French, is evirrmdy bard to follow His wife 
o quite pleasant and seem*, to have benefited more 
fioni their sojourn in a foreign land than (he 
Minister ha.-.. tWrinen in Ttirkk.h relations 

with Syria having considerably improved his position 
seems much easier, Written Ln 1949.1 


United Slater 

Mr James Kcdey. who lus lvs-n Minister in 
Damascus emee AuguM. ISMS, left for the United 
Stales 'I ktncnca on 22nd July, ostensible on leave 
I am told that he is in fact not returiurtE and that he 
has accepted a temporary professorship at a 
University in the T nite.5 States in which the Mate 
Department is interest ed- 


Rrtidciil in Hcsra" 

fThOsc marked wiih a dagger hare secretaries or 
attache* resident in Damascusi, 

BrUltim 

'C’ouni Gcotfrey d'Asprcmatn-Lynden. Minister 
(bih January. 1 d 47 r ) 


Brflyil 

M Carlos Martins Thompson Flores, Minister 
1 16th August. 1948.1 


C 1 ec h««Jbv oitia 

M Karel Standi. Charge d AlTiires (F^ih CkrEober, 
1947.T 

B 
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M. X;col4‘- J-Utlji Va.-^lu'U. Charge dAHiures (23nJ 
May. 1950. i 


Spam 

M^rqui’ dr dc furres, Minbler l2)s| May, 
IW.j 


S«M L nioll 

M Tavadzc Ills, Kaisarbvidi Ogr^netit accorded 
but hn has not yet arrived.) 


SKil/ftkod 

M Frjtu Kappelcr, Chjfgi d’Afiairei f I6|fc March, 

im> 


\ il ^ndut 

M, La?4r Lilk. Charge d'Aff.iir*> {S5tJl AugUJC 
1W7.) 


Rthidnil in Ciiiro 

Chi far 

Dr. Juan Mjrm. Charge d'AJ&tttes (GUi July, J9+3.i 

Klhiftftui 

\t_ Ri.iorari Rtfcvv- liable Mikael. Minister {3bl 
Jufy* 1949.) 

India 

M, Asaf A. A. FyKC, Minister |&lh June, 1950.) 

Numat 

M. Fmncii Irgcni, Minister (fdh December, 1948.) 

Poind 

M Stani^luu Bartnik. Charge (T Affaires (7th 
November, 1949.) 

Sm-dca 

St Wider Bagge. Minister June, 1947.) 

Kc.id. nJ in Hajd-wd 

Algtowhrifle 

M. tiliukim Yabya Tam. Minister (August, !9J8.) 

























